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The Voice pipe
Hello everyone,
I hope that the
summer months
have been good to
you and that no
one is struggling to
much with the current dilemma at our
doorstep. It looks
like many of our
optimistic plans have had to be either
postponed or cancelled due to health concerns.
This did not just affect us as an organization but often it effects individuals. As an
example, in my family both my son and my
daughter live in Nova Scotia but for this
summer we were not allowed to travel back
home to visit them. Everyone has a life to
live such as paying bills, taking care of pets,
house projects, etc. Visiting close relatives
in my mind is a must but wretchedly will not
take place this summer. We can always look
forward to Christmas!
Sadly, the majority of people in our group
are greatly affected by COVID-19, so these
restrictions are necessary. As an organization so many great things can be achieved
by our team efforts. An amazing example of
that was the SAOC National group efforts to
help paint and maintain HMCS OJIBWA in
Port Burwell, Ontario. Many of us could not
volunteer time but so many from around the
world chipped in monies to help support
this objective. The project was done safely
and well within the time requirements and
so many individuals from the SAOC group
as a whole did amazing work during this

difficult time. I would need a page just to
list all the key players! However, I will shout
out to a few individuals such as Mr, Steve
St. Amant, Pierre Bouchard, Peter Heppleston, George Roach, and a huge BZ for
the volunteers who actually cleaned,
prepped and painted HMCS OJIBWA.
Another shout out I need to focus on are the
team efforts of our Financial group doing
our current audit
But currently and specifically acknowledge
both Dick and Valerie Braunschweig, they
both have sacrificed time and effort to
complete our audit.
Valerie has also volunteered to be our quarterly SAOC-West Newsletter editor. She has
shown vigilance, professionalism and dedication in doing something that so many of
us enjoy reading.
So, with those few puffs of air into my ballast tanks, I want to start the LP blower and
keep an even keel and have a positive bubble on our trim. We must look forward and
keep helping each other. Give someone a
call, reach out and support.
Respectfully your brother,
Wade Berglund
President SAOC-W

778-425-2936
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Editor’s Corner

As your new Editor and producer of the SAOC-West Newsletter I would like to introduce
myself.

I met Paul former SAOC-West newsletter editor after my husband Dick became a member.
Paul and I shared a mutual interest in design projects. When Paul became seriously ill he
asked if I would help with the newsletter. Shortly thereafter sadly Paul crossed the brow
on Eternal Patrol. I offered to produce the newsletter until a member steps forward from the
association.

I am not a stranger to naval life. My father Lt. Cmdr. Hank Bennetts served 35 years in the
RCN in communications. A young lad he began as an ordinary seaman at 18 and finished
his career as a Lieutenant Commander. During WWII his ship the HMCS Athabaska was
torpedoed and sank in the Battle of the Atlantic. He survived and was rescued eventually
returning to the West Coast where met my mother and married. He was posted to radio
stations at Abbotsford and Prince Rupert. Then posted to the East Coast to HMS Shearwater then back to the west coast to Naden, back to the east coast to HM Statacona, then he
served on HMCS Assiniboine, Naden and Stadacona. His last posting in Ottawa at National Defence Head Quarters. During his positing in Ottawa the RCN uniform was changed.
As an old salt he refused to wear the ‘jolly green uniform’. It’s hard to remember the postings in order as we moved 33 times before I graduated from high school.
My first job after graduating was with the National Research Council of Canada in Ottawa
and worked as both a secretary and mechanical engineering draftsman. Four years later I
decided to take a vacation and fly back to Victoria to visit my high school girlfriend and my
grandparents.
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Dick was in the US Navy his submarine the USS Razorback was in for R&R. While in port he
invited me to tour the Razorback (a WWII Balao-class diesel submarine) which was moored
at Jetty B at CFB Esquimalt Dockyard. The Razorback is the only submarine I have been on
and it is now a waterfront museum located in Little Rock, Arkansas on the Arkansas River.
We married shortly thereafter and lived in San Diego. After Dick’s naval service we moved to
Mt. Prospect, Illinois Dick’s home town. He worked for American Airlines I worked for
Motorola as a draftsman. Dick was called back to San Diego by the San Diego Police Department and became a police officer where we lived for many years. Wanting to be closer to
Victoria we moved to Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho. Dick was third in command for the Kootenai
County Sheriff’s Department. I changed careers and worked at the local hospital as credit
manager. Missing Victoria (my home town) we decided to move again. Dick became the Assistant Director of Fire/Security for the Greater Victoria Hospital Society. I was the credit
manager for many years at Monday Publications. When my employer sold the company I
worked for the Empress Hotel as credit manager and didn’t like the job, so decided to establish my own business in our home a Bed & Breakfast. Eventually we moved to the quiet rural
community of East Sooke, where we both are enjoying retirement, With the Covid situation
we have been relaxing a home and unfortunately finding endless things to work on.
Throughout my life I have been an active community volunteer for many organizations including our local fire department.
After discussion I have renamed the newsletter to: Angles & Dangles. The name is more intriguing and invites mystery just as a submaine does. Only a submariner can experience the
underwater Angles & Dangles maneuver specific to submarine service and those special
sailors that serve in them. Your newsletter is for submariners and provides a communication
tool, source of information with articles and stories of interest. I welcome your comments
and would like to begin a new column with your stories and memories of your time in the
silent service.
Regards
Valerie Braunschweig
valerieanddick@telus.net
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It’s time for us to start
thinking about new subs

opposition pushback, despite the advantages nuclear subs hold in being
able to transit Arctic ice, and was quickly
dropped.

Jeffrey F. Collins / .June 6, 2020litary's four
commentary by an adjunct professor in global
affairs at the University of Prince Edward Island and
a fellow with the Canadian Global Affairs Institute.
Deficits and debt are spiking, and the pandemic
has overwhelmed treasury decisions. But, at
some point soon, Ottawa needs to make a decision on whether to acquire a submarine replacement.
It generally takes 15 years to procure new major capital equipment for the Canadian military,
and the four existing Victoria-class dieselelectric submarines acquired secondhand from
Britain in 1998 have a planned operational life
to 2035. Overlaying this is the reality that the
two sources of past Canadian sub buys, the
British and the Americans, now operate nuclear
-only undersea fleets.
Past attempts at Canada going nuclear in the
1964 and 1987 defence white papers revealed
that option as too costly and politically contentious. When then-defence minister Peter MacKay floated the idea again in 2011, it met

Even the price tag of a non-nuclear acquisition deterred the Trudeau government from including a replacement project in its 2017 Strong, Secure, Engaged
defence policy or the National Shipbuilding Strategy, a multi-decade attempt to
provide the Navy and coast guard with
built-in-Canada vessels. Instead, the government opted for an estimated $2.5-billion modernization project in the mid-2020s to keep the
Victoria’s going to 2035.
With no options for new or even second-hand
buys from our two closest allies, consideration
will have to turn to one of three options, one of
which is to build overseas, preferably in collaboration with a country with similar requirements
like Australia or Japan, or to build at home using one of the National Shipbuilding Strategy
yards.
Neither will be cheap. A 2003 Department of
National Defence audit picked a $3-billion to $5
-billion price tag for four brand new subs. That
was 17 years ago. Of course, Ottawa could
scrap the 100-year-old submarine service entirely as Denmark did in 2004 once the bestbefore date passes.
However, going the Danish route would result
in the loss of a vital capability that, by its very
nature, is unknown to most Canadians. Subs,
after all, work best when they are out of sight.

SAOC WEST

7

What is known though are the headlines: the
tragic 2004 fire aboard the HMCS Chicoutimi,
the 2002 flooding in the HMCS Corner Brook
and its grounding in 2011. Despite being purchased in 1998, years of sitting mothballed in
British waters, the need to restart spare-part
supply lines and to “Canadianize” the subs to
our navy’s operational standards meant that
Victoria’s did not achieve full operational status until 2015. This year, it emerged that not
one of the four subs actually went to sea in
2019 due to maintenance and repair issues.

Further afield are the 100-day-plus missions in
2017-18 in the Mediterranean and East Asia.
Working with NATO and Japanese allies, respectively, the subs were involved in training,
counter-smuggling and counter-terrorism operations.

Yet beneath the surface, there is much to consider in renewing the capability. Canada’s
submarines, current and past, have provided
our decision-makers with vital functions that
few other countries possess. Submarines are
known popularly for their weapons, but it is the
combination of their very presence and intelligence and surveillance capabilities, including
the ability to loiter for weeks undetected, that
are their greatest assets

Even before the onset of COVID-19, the IndoPacific was the scene of a naval arms buildup
between major regional players, China, Japan,
South Korea, India and Australia. Now, factor
in the worsening tensions between Beijing and
Washington.

For a country with the world’s longest coastline, bordering three oceans, submarines have
proved instrumental in upholding Canadian
sovereignty and strengthening critical alliances.
A mere “notice of intention” to deploy an
Oberon-class submarine altered the political calculus of Spain during the 1995
“Turbot War” off Newfoundland in Ottawa’s
favour. The
Victoria’s regularly deploy to the Arctic during the summer
months for covert surveillance missions. In
the Caribbean, these subs participate in
anti-drug monitoring.

In an attempt to boost familiarity with a complex and tense region, the Pacific deployment
represented the first time a Canadian sub had
deployed to Japan in 50 years. Tellingly, the
subs are also up for consideration for deployment to monitor the enforcement of UN sanctions against North Korea.

With Canada looking to uphold multilateral
security norms and diversify trade relations, helping secure our own waters and
those of allies will become more important,
not less in the years ahead. Now is the
time to consider a future replacement — a
lot happens in 15 years.
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The Future Names of our RCN Junior
Ranks – Opinion Poll

Shipmates,

As you will see via social media this week, the RCN is exploring options for rank
“title” changes to find more inclusive terms than Ordinary Seaman, Able Seaman,
Leading Seaman and Master Seaman. The RCN prides itself on instilling an inclusive, diverse, and gender-neutral workplace and we are an internationally respected navy known not only for WHAT relevant work we are doing, but equally for
HOW we execute our tasks. We recently determined that an organization that has
long-since had gender-neutral terms for its personnel (ie; sailor or shipmate) needs
to reconsider some rank “titles” that are rich in history but perhaps not reflective
of the modern, progressive Service that is the RCN today.
The opinion poll link below is one of our methods of receiving your input and ideas. The opinion poll should only take a minute of your time and, through it, you
can influence the future of the RCN. Please take the time to have your say. The results of this poll will be considered in making the final decision to effect changes
to these rank designations this fall, corresponding with the 110th Anniversary of
the RCN and the 20th Anniversary of UNSCR 1325: Women, Peace and Security.
English: The Future Names of our RCN Junior Ranks – Opinion Poll
French: Futures désignations de grade de nos matelots de la MRC – Consultation

Diversity and inclusion are sources of our strength and
flexibility and play a critical role in making the RCN a
modern, forward-looking, organization. This initiative is
another step in our continual review of practices and traditions to ensure they reflect the inclusive Service that
we need to be.
Yours Aye,
Vice-Admiral Art McDonald
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SAN DIEGO-UNION TRIBUNE

Why Navy’s politically correct changes are divisive
(di·vi·sive ) tending to cause disagreement or hostility between people.

By J.F. KELLY JR.
NOV. 16, 2016
5:30 PM

“That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet.” — from “Romeo and Juliet,” by William Shakespeare
Well, not always. Sometimes, the other names just plain smell. Names and titles do matter, especially where rich custom and tradition is involved as is the case in the decision
by Navy Secretary Ray Mabus to eliminate ratings from Navy enlisted job titles. It may
seem like a trivial issue to some civilians but not to many sailors, 100,000 of whom sent
a petition to the White House asking their commander-in-chief, the president, to overturn the decision. Nor is it a trivial matter to the many Navy veterans who proudly wore
the insignia denoting their well-earned occupational specialty.
Ratings titles serve to identify the broad occupational specialties of Navy petty officers
(noncommissioned officers), for example, chief machinist’s mate, boatswain’s mate first
class, operations specialist third class, etc. Each specialty, or rating, has a distinctive emblem or badge as part of the insigne denoting their rate, or pay grade. When the new
change is implemented, the rating will no longer be part of a sailor’s title nor will the rating badge be worn on the uniform, making it impossible to visually determine his or her
specialty by just looking at the uniform he or she wears. They will be addressed simply
by pay grade.

SAOC WEST

10

Achieving a rating is the result of formal training and hard work and represents a significant
accomplishment. Sailors wear the rating badge with justifiable pride. Yet, apparently, this decision was made with little or no input from the people it most affects. It was the recommendation of a small working group and presented to the secretary by outgoing Master Chief Petty
Officer of the Navy Mike Stevens, who has since retired. Secretary Mabus was said to be motivated by a desire to promote gender neutrality throughout the Navy and Marine Corps. According to the newspaper Navy Times, he was presented with several options to remove the word
“man” from job titles and opted for the most extreme. In recommending it, according to Navy
Times, Stevens told the secretary that the move would be costly and controversial but was the
best proposal. Well, at least he got two out of three right
Most sailors apparently disagree that it is a good proposal. They feel that it strips them of
part of their identity, a part they worked hard for and deserve to retain. It also is a part of
what makes sailors unique among service members.
Navies, including ours, are arguably the most traditional of the services. Life at sea and
aboard ships is very different from life on land. Sailors through the centuries have developed unique vocabularies to denote things that are unfamiliar to landlubbers because the
maritime environment is unique. Change is, of course, a constant and certainly the services
are used to dealing with change. But some tradition dies hard, especially when the reasons
for it are not clear and the changes appear motivated by little more than political correctness. The Navy is dealing with many issues including an aging surface and air fleet and a
new class of ship (littoral combat ships) experiencing major reliability and maintenance
problems, so the timing of this change that so negatively affects enlisted morale seems ill advised.
And speaking of names and titles, another tradition that appears to have been abandoned is
the protocol for naming ships which is controlled by the Navy secretary. You used to be
able to tell a ship’s type by its name. Destroyers, for example, were named after Navy or
Marine heroes or others who were especially venerated by the sea services such as Winston Churchill. Now, however, we have the new Guided Missile Destroyer Carl M. Levin
(DDG 120) after the Michigan senator. There are many actual Navy and Marine Corps heroes who have yet to be so honored. Then there is the new Amphibious Transport Dock
John P. Murtha (LPD 26) and the Littoral Combat Ship Gabrielle Giffords (LCS 10).
Welcome to the new, politically correct Navy.
Kelly, a resident of Coronado, is a retired Navy captain who commanded three San Diegobased ships and a Navy laboratory.
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US naval
buildup in
Indo-Pacific seen as warning to China
Lolita C. Baldor, The Associated Press

Super Hornet practices a touch-and-go manoeuver on the
flight deck of the aircraft carrier USS Ronald Reagan
(CVN 76) on June 10, 2020, in the Philippine Sea.
(MC2 Samantha Jetzer/U.S. Navy via AP)

WASHINGTON — For the first time in
nearly three years, three
American aircraft carriers are patrolling the Indo-Pacific waters, a massive show of naval force
in a region roiled by
spiking tensions between
the U.S. and China and a
sign that the Navy has
bounced back from the
worst days of the coronavirus outbreak.
The unusual simultaneous appearance of the
three warships, accompanied by Navy cruisers, destroyers, fighter
jets and other aircraft, comes as the U.S. escalates criticism of Beijing’s response to the
coronavirus outbreak, its moves to impose
greater control over Hong Kong and its campaign to militarize human-made islands in
the South China Sea.
“There have been some indications in Chinese writings that the United States was hit
hard by COVID-19, that military preparedness was low, so perhaps there is an effort by
the United States to signal China that it
should not miscalculate,” said Bonnie Glaser, director of the China Power Project at
the Center for Strategic and International
Studies. “The Chinese will definitely portray
this as an example of U.S. provocations, and
as evidence that the U.S. is a source of instability in the region.”

President Donald Trump, criticized for his
own handling of the coronavirus outbreak,
has condemned China for what he sees as a
failure to adequately warn the world about
the COVID-19 threat. The administration has
also moved to
ban Chinese
graduate students and researchers
with links to
the People’s
Liberation
Army or other security
services from
the United
States.
The convergence of
three carrier strike groups in the region is
unusual because of the limited number of
carriers and the fact that they are often cycling through repair schedules, port visits,
training or deployments to other parts of the
world. This week, however, Navy commanders said they were able to take advantage of
the timing, particularly during this period of
great power competition with China.
The U.S. national defense strategy cites China as a top security concern, and Pentagon
leaders have been working to shift more resources and military assets to the region to
battle what they see is Beijing’s growing
economic influence and military might.
“The ability to be present in a strong way is
part of the competition. And as I always tell
my guys here, you’ve got to be present to
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US naval buildup in Indo-Pacific
seen as warning to China

(continued)

win when you’re competing,” said Rear
Adm. Stephen Koehler, director of operations at Indo-Pacific Command. “Carriers
and carrier strike groups writ large are phenomenal symbols of American naval power.
I really am pretty fired up that we’ve got
three of them at the moment.”
Speaking to The Associated Press from his
office in Hawaii, Koehler said China is
slowly and methodically building up military outposts in the South China Sea, putting
missile and electronic warfare systems on
them. The U.S. and other allies and partners
in the region have beefed up operations near
the human-made islands to try to blunt China’s development, but none of that has appeared to work.
Koehler said that most recently China deployed aircraft to Fiery Cross Reef in the
Spratly Islands and is now operating them
out of there.
On Thursday, the strike group warships were
spread out across the Indo-Pacific. The USS
Theodore Roosevelt and its strike group are
operating in the Philippine Sea near Guam.
The USS Nimitz strike group is in the Pacific off the U.S. West Coast. The USS Ronald
Reagan has left port in Japan and is operating in the Philippine Sea south of there. Navy commanders were quick to point out that
dozens of other Navy ships had been operating around the Pacific, but the three strike
groups put a bit of an exclamation point on
America’s commitment to the region and its
allies.
The Roosevelt has just returned to duty after
spending more than two months sidelined in
Guam with a massive COVID-19 outbreak
among its crew. And small numbers of sailors on the Nimitz and the Reagan tested positive for the virus, triggering quarantines and
extensive new health and safety procedures
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that had to be instituted before the
ships could deploy.
As they deploy, sailors’ daily lives
on the ships and to some degree their operations at sea have been altered by the virus
and the new precautions they must take to
ensure the ships remain clear of infection
and able to continue operations.
Onboard the Nimitz, Rear Adm. Jim Kirk
said there have been no positive cases of the
virus on the ship since it set out, and he is
confident of all the changes put in place to
keep it that way. On the Nimitz and the other Pacific ships, crew members are screened
daily, they wear masks where needed, meal
hours have been extended to allow for more
social distancing, and specific routes are
designated on the ship to prevent sailors
from bumping into one another in the narrow
passageways and stairs.
“As we head out to stand the watch, the message that I have is that this is the end of the
beginning” for the crew, said Kirk, commander of Carrier Strike Group 11. “Now
it’s time to go about doing our job to the
best of our abilities.”
Koehler said the ships will continue to work
with allies and partners in the region, conducting exercises at sea and patrolling contested regions. One key change, however,
will be their ability to stop in foreign ports.
The port visits have been largely curtailed,
except to carefully pick up supplies when
necessary. Guam has been designated the
only safe harbor for port stops in the Pacific
so far, and sailors have only limited freedom
to go to the pier and cannot travel freely in
the city. Navy leaders are looking into establishing other safe havens but haven’t approved them yet.
This is, said Koehler, “the new normal.”
And he said that while it’s not likely there
will be three carrier strike groups consistently in the Pacific over the long term, “it’s
something we can do when we want to.”
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He was also popular, says the publication, not least because he wore an intriguing monocle. When his crew all
showed up for inspection with monocles, instead of acting
offended, he said ‘Try this,’ and tossing his head, flipped the
monocle into the air and caught it neatly between the eyebrow and lower eyelid, without use of his hands. Instead of
dressing down his crew, he is reputed to have said “When
you can do that, you can all wear monocles.”
“He was much loved by his crew,” noted In Peril.
That in spite of his insistence on hard work and high standards, but he was also known for his fairness. He was described as “persistent almost beyond endurance at times,”
said Commander Wallace B. Creery, who took over command from Murray.

The U-boat hunter
June 9, 2020 by Sharon Adams
Captain James Douglas (Chummy) Prentice scans the horizon
on board the Flower-class corvette HMCS Chambly, part of the
Newfoundland Escort Force.
As a boy growing up in Victoria, James Douglas Prentice
knew he wanted a naval career, but his English-born
father refused to let him join the newly formed Canadian
Navy, so Chummy, as he was known, spent the next 22
years in the Royal Navy, which he joined as an officer cadet
in 1912.
He rose steadily to lieutenant-commander, but when it became clear the Depression was going to stall his career at
that rank, he took early retirement and returned to British
Columbia. His second naval career, during the Second
World War, was where he would make his mark.
He quickly accepted an offer of a commission at his former
rank in the Royal Canadian Navy at the start of the war.
When he went to Halifax in 1940 to take command of
HMCS Lévis, he reconnected with Commodore Leonard
Murray, commander of the Newfoundland Escort Force
(NEF), whom he knew in his first career. Murray involved
Prentice in the breaking-in problems of the first corvettes.
In March 1941, Prentice was made senior officer of the first
seven corvettes of the escort force and given command of
HMCS Chambly. He was “an experienced saltwater sailor, a
fine ship handler, an extremely competent officer and a tactical innovator,” according to In Peril on the Sea, published for
the Canadian Naval Memorial Trust. The first NEF escort
group to sail on convoy duty put to sea on June 2.
On June 10, Chambly’s aggressive patrolling is credited with
driving off a U-boat in dense fog.
Chambly, along with HMCS Moose Jaw, scored Canada’s
first U-boat kill on Sept. 10, for which Prentice received the
Distinguished Service Order.

Knowing the covettes’ shortcomings, which included a
shortage of signalling equipment, Prentice insisted on hard
training at submarine hunting.
He trained his crew in quick attacks, during which a steady
speed was maintained during the search and depth-charge
attack, eliminating a sudden burst of speed that alerted Uboats. His tactical manual, Hints on Escort Work, was used
by convoy escort commanders.
In 1942, Prentice was assigned to develop training for the
new Canadian destroyers. He was given command of
HMCS Ottawa in 1943, which played a part in sinking U621 and U-984, following which Prentice was awarded the
Distinguished Service Cross and bar.
In June 1944, Escort Group 11, under Prentice’s command,
was designated the anti-submarine killer group. Prentice
worked out methods for identifying submarines hoping to
escape detection by lying on the bottom, sometimes surrounded by wreckage.
Prentice finished the war a full captain. He retired in 1946
and returned to British Columbia, where he died in 1979.
Personnel of HMCS Chambly in May 1941.
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Canada's submarine fleet
spent 'zero days' at sea last
year: government documents
Social Sharing
All 4 of Canada's second-hand subs
were tied up last year for maintenance
and repair
Murray Brewster · CBC News · Posted: Feb 11, 2020
4:00 AM ET | Last Updated: February 11

HMCS Chicoutimi submerges during operations in January, 2018. (David Common/CBC)
All four of Canada's submarines were tied up last year
for repairs and maintenance — news that has the opposition Conservatives questioning whether the Liberal government can keep the second-hand fleet afloat
for another two decades.
In response to a written question before Parliament,
the Department of National Defence said the boats
"spent zero days at sea" in 2019, but three of the four
would return to service at some point this year.
Over the year, HMCS Victoria, HMCS Windsor, HMCS
Chicoutimi and HMCS Corner Brook were in various
stages of repair and maintenance. They also went into
drydock for long-term upgrades meant to ensure the
submarines remain operational until the end of the
next decade.
The Liberal government's 2017 defence policy does
not envision replacing the subs until 2040, but a
written statement recently put before the House of
Commons indicates the navy wants to keep the boats
"operationally effective until the mid-2030s."

Conservative defence critic James Bezan said the acquisition of new submarines is not
HMCS Windsor, one of Canada's Victoria-class long
range patrol submarines, returns to port in Halifax on
June 20, 2018. (Andrew Vaughan/The Canadian Press)
The Liberal government's 2017 defence policy does
not envision replacing the subs until 2040, but a
written statement recently put before the House of
Commons indicates the navy wants to keep the boats
"operationally effective until the mid-2030s."
Conservative defence critic James Bezan said the acquisition of new submarines is not something Canada
can put off for 20 years — and the Department of National Defence and the Liberal government should
begin seriously looking for replacements.
'Do they have a plan?'
"The boats are getting older and need to be replaced
sooner, but I'm not sure that's resonating with the
minister's office or the [Prime Minister's
Office]," Bezan said.
"You have to ask yourself the questions. Do they have
a plan to replace the submarines? And do they even
care that we have submarines?"
The boats were docked last year after an intense sailing schedule for two of the four submarines over 2017
and 2018. HMCS Chicoutimi spent 197 days at sea
helping to monitor sanctions enforcement off North
Korea and visiting Japan as part of a wider engagement in the western Pacific. HMCS Windsor spent 115
days in the water during the same time period, mostly
participating in NATO operations in the Atlantic.
Bezan said he is not questioning Canada's need
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The program suffered a major setback in
2004 when
HMCS Chicoutimi caught fire on its maiden
voyage, killing one sailor.
Almost a decade ago, navy planners started
making a case for a replacement program.
They told the former chief of the defence
staff, the now-retired general Walt Natynczyk, that the military needed bigger,
quieter submarines that could perform
stealth missions, launch undersea robots
and fire guided missiles at shore targets.
The briefing was obtained in 2012 by The
Canadian Press under access to information
legislation.
HMCS Windsor, one of Canada's Victoria-class long
range patrol submarines, returns to port in Halifax on A year later, the commander of the navy at the time,
June 20, 2018. (Andrew Vaughan/The Canadian Press) the now-retired vice-admiral Paul Maddison, told a
Senate committee the navy meant to operate the
"We know there's still excellent life in the Victoriaboats until at least 2030.
class submarine. I've seen that personally," McDonald
told CBC News in a recent interview. "We'll be able to
operate those boats into the 2030s, but to do that
we'll have to continue with the routine investments
we've made in them."
Submarines are not cheap. Defence department figures tabled before Parliament show the navy has invested upward of $325 million in submarine maintenance, repairs and upkeep each year for the last two
years.
The bulk of the cash went to repairing HMCS Corner
Brook, which has been undergoing an extended upgrade since 2015 following an accident four years ear- Collision damage to HMCS Corner Brook is seen in
lier when it smashed into the bottom of the ocean off
this undated photo.
British Columbia. The boat is one of the three Canadi- (Photo obtained through Access To Information)
an subs expected to be back in the water this year for
"contractor trials" meant to confirm the repairs.
The Chrétien government bought the submarines second-hand from Britain in 1998 at a cost of $750 million. Since then, National Defence has pumped billions into repairing and converting them for Canadian
use.
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Investigation
finds foundry metallurgist covered up
submarine steel test failures
Josh Farley, Kitsap Sun Published 1:36 p.m. PT June 15, 2020

SEATTLE — A metallurgist alleged to have covered up test failures of newly-produced steel used to build
Navy submarines will soon be charged with committing major fraud against the United States, and the
company she worked for had to pay $10.9 million in an effort to settle the case, federal prosecutors announced Monday.
A multiyear investigation by the defense and Naval criminal investigative services found Elaine Thomas,
who worked for decades at a Tacoma foundry that manufactured steel for the country's submarine force,
forged numbers for 30 years to make it appear the steel was strong and tough enough for service — when
many times it wasn't.

Further, the feds allege Thomas' company, Bradken, Inc., did disclose the discrepancies in 2017 but did
not disclose they'd occurred because of alleged fraud — all while the Navy scrambled to ensure submarines built with the Tacoma-produced steel were safe for continued operation.
“Bradken placed the Navy’s sailors and its operations at risk," said U.S. Attorney Brian T. Moran, the federal prosecutor for Western Washington.
The company, a subsidiary of Hitachi Construction Machinery and a leading supplier for high-yield steel
castings used for submarines and their hulls, has entered a deferred prosecution agreement with federal
authorities that includes the fine and conditions, as well as an acknowledgment of wrongdoing. After
three years, if the agreement is successfully followed, the charges will be dismissed.
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Meanwhile, Thomas, 66, of Auburn, will appear on separate charges June 30 at U.S. District Court in Tacoma. She was employed as a metallurgist for Atlas Castings & Technology since 1977 and Bradken Inc., which
acquired the Tacoma foundry in 2008.
The foundry, as a subcontractor on Navy projects, is required to report the results of testing both the
strength of the steel and how tough it is in performing under stress. The feds say Thomas altered digits to
change test results from failing to passing, and those "false statements and misrepresentations" placed
"naval personnel and naval operations at risk."
"If the steel fails, catastrophic damage and possible loss of lives would result," said Jodi Crawford of the Defense Criminal Investigative Service, who conducted the investigation.
Prosecutors: Metallurgist falsified about 240 test results
Strict naval requirements for the steel must be met to ensure it doesn't fail in warfare, and that any cracks
in the steel proceed slowly enough they can be detected before a catastrophe occurs.
Thomas falsified results in about 240 tests in 32 years, sending along about half of all the high-yield steel
with fraudulent reports, the feds said.
In May 2017, it was another Bradken metallurgist that found evidence of one such test appeared to be falsified, and when confronted, Thomas admitted to it and suggested others were falsified as well. In later interviews, however, she denied having altered them.
It doesn't appear the management of the foundry was aware of the alleged falsifications before 2017.
Moran said the case serves as a warning to such contractors. Federal prosecutors' agreement with Bradken
will help improve internal procedures as well, he said.
"We hope such steps will improve the military procurement system,” Moran said.
Secretary of the Navy Kenneth J. Braithwaite said he expects the Navy suppliers to "meet the very highest
standards of quality."
"Our Sailors and Marines depend upon them to provide the very best equipment thereby enabling the Navy
to meet worldwide commitments," he said. "While the Navy remains dedicated to maintaining and revitalizing our industrial base, we will aggressively investigate and pursue all possible recoveries from suppliers
who do not meet standards.”
Reporter Josh Farley can be reached at josh.farley@kitsapsun.com.

MILITARY TIMES
Lawrence J. Korb

OPINION

In speaking truth to power, Captain Crozier made us proud. The aircraft
carrier commander will likely never be promoted to rear admiral because
he put the welfare of his sailors above his career.
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Military Times

Officials continue to throw Capt. Brett Crozier under the bus for outbreak
on Navy carrier

Capt. Brett Crozier, then-commanding officer of the aircraft carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71), gives remarks during an
all-hands call on the ship’s flight deck Dec. 15, 2019. (Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Alexander Williams/Navy via

Any person familiar with civil-military relations in this administration could have predicted that when Capt. Brett Crozier, the commanding officer of the aircraft carrier,
the USS Theodore Roosevelt, wrote an unclassified email to 20 people inside and outside his chain of command, complaining about the Navy’s slow response to the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic on his ship, his career in the Navy would be over. The
only question was how and when it would end and what rationale his superiors would
use to justify ending it.
On June 19, 2020, approximately three months after the first sailor on board the Roosevelt
was diagnosed with COVID-19, the Navy announced that Crozier will not be returned to his
command. The announcement by the Navy’s two top officials — Kenneth Braithwaite, the
new Navy secretary, and Adm. Michael Gilday, the chief of naval operations (CNO) —
claims that Crozier did not do enough soon enough to prevent the disease from spreading
on his ship. Really. Four days after the first COVID-19 diagnosis on the ship on March 22,
2020, Crozier began testing the entire crew and within the next two days, when the Roosevelt docked in Guam, sent eight sailors to the hospital on the island. Moreover, it was only
when his two immediate superiors would not let him take more drastic action, including
removing 90 percent of the crew from the ship, as he wanted to, because they did not want
to take the carrier out of action and jeopardize the mission, that Crozier sent his infamous
four-page memo on March 30, 2020. Crozier writes that “the spread of the disease is ongoing and accelerating.” Does that sound like someone who did not do enough soon enough?
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On April 2, 2020, three days after
this memo was leaked to the
press, not by him, the acting secretary of the Navy, Thomas Modly, with the support of
Secretary of Defense Mark Esper, fired Crozier because he believed that once it became public, President Donald Trump, who was being criticized for his slow response
to the virus, would fire him. Modly did this in spite of the fact that on April 1, the day
before the firing,
Gilday said that he was not going to shoot the messenger and that Crozier’s sending
the memo up the chain of command would not result in any type of retribution. However, when Modly fired him, the admiral not only did not threaten to resign but kept
silent.
Modly’s firing of Crozier, on the other hand, was condemned by several former
Navy leaders, including retired Adm. Michael Mullen, who served as chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Adm. James Stavridis, former NATO commander.
More important, when Crozier was forced to leave the ship, the sailors gave him a
standing ovation and many parents of the sailors publicly thanked him.
After Modly himself was fired for flying to Guam and giving a profanity-laced
speech onboard the Roosevelt, Gilday announced that he, himself, would conduct
an investigation of the incident. After a month-long investigation,
he recommended that Crozier be given back command of the ship, a decision he
said will probably define his term as chief of naval operations.
This did not go over too well with his civilian superiors. Esper declined to endorse his
recommendation, and the new acting secretary of the Navy ordered another investigation. Not only did Gilday not complain, but he actually endorsed conducting a new investigation despite the fact that his own investigation took several weeks longer than
that of Modly when he fired Crozier.
The officers who should be held responsible for the situation on the Roosevelt are
not Crozier or the wing commander and medical personnel on the carrier, but
those in the chain of command, specifically the commander of the Indo -Pacific
Command, Adm. Philip Davidson. He should be held accountable not only for not
supporting Crozier, but for ordering him to go to the port of Danang, Vietnam, for
four days, from March 5 through March 9, even though COVID-19 had already
been detected in the country and Vietnam shares a border with China, where the
virus originated. In addition, Esper bears some responsibility for directing, on
Feb. 26, 2020, combatants to tell him before they made decisions about protecting
the troops from COVID-19 because he did not want them to contradict Trump, who
that day announced that the number of cases in the U.S., which at the time numbered 15, was going to be down to close to zero.
One sailor on the Roosevelt died but many more would have if Crozier had not put
his career on the line by speaking up. The same cannot be said of those military
and civilian leaders above him who did not step up and continue to throw Crozier
under the bus rather than taking responsibility for their own actions.
Lawrence Korb is a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress and served
as assistant secretary of defense under President Ronald Reagan.
Military Times Editor’s note: This is an Op-Ed and as such, the opinions expressed are those of the author.
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VJ Day
The 75th anniversary of VJ Day (Victory over Japan) will be recognised on 15 August 2020 commemorating the end of the
Second World War.
The VJ celebrations in London, August 1945 © IWM

Whilst VE Day (Victory in Europe) marked the end of the war in Europe in May 1945,
many thousands of Armed Forces personnel were still engaged in bitter fighting in the
Far East. Victory over Japan would come at a heavy price, and Victory over Japan Day
(VJ Day) marks the day Japan surrendered on the 15 August 1945, which in effect ended
the Second World War.
Fighting in the Asia-Pacific took place from Hawaii to North East India. Britain and the
Commonwealth’s principle fighting force, the Fourteenth Army, was one of the most diverse in history – more than 40 languages were spoken, and all the world’s major religions represented.
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The descendants of many of the Commonwealth veterans of that army are today part of multicultural communities around the world, a lasting legacy to the success and comradeship of
those who fought in the Asia-Pacific.
In the coming weeks the Government will announce plans to mark the 75th anniversary of VJ
Day.
Veterans of the Far East campaign will be at the heart of the commemorations as the nation
thanks them for their service and sacrifice.
Events will also pay tribute to the tens of thousands of service personnel from across the UK
and the Commonwealth who fought and died in the war against Japan, including all those
who were held as prisoners of war by the Japanese.
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On Eternal Patrol

Nick Yarmbowich
Nick passed away suddenly at Comox
Hospital. The previous day he was out
at the Driving Range hitting golf balls
with his best friend Gary Jones, who
will miss him tremendously. He is survived by his only living sister, Nettie
Barney; children, Michael and wife Sue (nee Lippa),
grandchildren Mason, Taylor and Grace. His other child
Bradley and wife Joyce (nee Sadowich), grandchildren
Jennifer and Lee.
Nick started his career in the RCN 1946 to 1971, sailing on the HMCS and HMS as a Submariner.
Lou Peressini was his closest mate through the Navy.
Nick found his niche' at the Dept. of Highways (BC Ferries) Hornby Island until his retirement. He liked to fish
and be self sufficient. Retiring he moved to Union Bay,
later to Comox where he built another house closer to
the golf course.
Life member of Chiefs and Petty Officers Mess, Lions
and Legion member, Nick's kind heart was recognized by
many as well by his huge mustache and great smile. Future memorial planned at a later date.
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Ed Durdle
Ed was born in Elgin County, Ontario February 17, 1929. He left us
peacefully on July 7, 2020 in Victoria, BC.
Ed left Southern Ontario as a young man and made his way to Vancouver where he joined the Navy and travelled to many countries.
He met Gladys in Victoria and they were married in 1954. They
enjoyed many years together with their two sons before Gladys
predeceased Ed in 2004.
Ed was an avid bowler for many years and enjoyed golf and fishing.
He loved watching all sports and cheering for his teams. A large
part of Ed's life was with the Royal Canadian Legion. Being a lifetime member, he was involved in all aspects of Legion life at one
time or another. He made lifelong friends there.
Ed leaves behind his sons Bill and Ron (Patty), brothers and sisters
in Aylmer, Ontario, and many nieces, nephews and friends
throughout Canada and the US.
We would like to thank all the Doctors, Nurses and staff on the 4th
floor NE at Royal Jubilee Hospital for their wonderful care and
compassion. We will miss Ed's jokes, laughter and zest for life. No
service at this time.

SAOC WEST

22

Michael J. Miller
January 2, 1943—August
Michael Miller, a New Year’s baby, was born in
Hastings, England, in 1943. He was the son of
a Canadian soldier and an English war bride.
He was brought to Canada on the Queen Mary, and was
raised on various army bases throughout Canada.
He was always very proud of having gone to Royal Roads
And Royal Military College, and credited much of his success
In later life to the experiences he gained there. During his
Naval career, he served on the HMCS Nipigon before Joining
the submarine service.
He was seconded to the Royal Navy, and was the navigation
Officer on the HMS Artemis, before becoming part of the comMissioning crew of HMCS Okanagan.
Michael left the navy in 1970 and after a career with CIL, he
eventually
Became joint owner of an environmental service in environmental services company, in Detroit, Michigan. He was a pioneer in the conversion
of methane gas from landfills into household electricity.
In his personal life, he maintained his interest in diving and developed a
passion for flying He flew a hot air balloon for many years and became
an accomplished pilot, with a special interest in open cockpit biplanes.
He is greatly missed by his wife of fifty two years, Margaret, his four
children and ten grandchildren.

SAOC WEST

23

SHIPMATE NEWS
The following is an update on some of our ailing shipmates. Generally, Care Centres have been opened up
to allow a named relative or a close friend to visit for approximately 30 minutes. No gifts, magazines, bulletins or hugs are allowed. Jim Scott, who keeps an eye on our ailing members, is not able to visit due to
the COVID situation.
John Ovens: John’s wife Elsa visits regularly and says that John is slowly deteriorating from Alzheimer’s.
However, John remains his “Jokey” self. No other visitors are allowed.
Bart Batchelor: Bart remains at home and is well taken care of by his wide Marion. He and Marion are
disappointed that we had to cancel our annual BBQ at their residence this year due to COVID.
Peter Hatherley: Peter is in Beckley Manor. Apparently, he is charming all the girls there much to his wife
Janet’s delight.
Reggie Coulter: Reg resides in Lady smith and is doing well. He has a new scooter with which he “ terrorized” the locals. Griff Griffiths is keeping an eye on him.
Claude Gourdeau: Claude is in Norgarden Seniors’ home in Sidney. Recently, Claude has been suffering
from shingles thus making him bedridden.
Lou Persinni: Lou is in fair health. However, he has to be watched closely due to a tendency to wander.

This list may not be complete. If you are aware of any other ailing member, Please let our Association
know so that we can include them in future lists.

BELOW DECK
A new column just for you to
share.
This space is waiting to hear from
you, the members of SAOC-West with
your stories, fond memories and
funny moments while serving below
deck.
Please submit your article for consideration in our upcoming issues to:
Valerie, Editor :
valerieanddick@telus.net

Royal Canadian Navy ships
are on their way to participate
in the 27th edition of
RIMPAC #rimpac2020
With the completion of
RIMPAC 2020,
HMCS Winnipeg will deploy
for four months on
#OpPROJECTION and
#OpNEON
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LAST CHANCE TO ORDER:
Qualified Rum only 150 bottles left of the original 1000

President Wade’s son Andershas produced. He is getting ready to ship a lot of them
out here to BC, so at this time we do not know the final cost of shipping.
It is a Dark Spiced Rum that has been aged in barrels for a year.
Cost for 1 bottle of 750 ml is $42.00 not including shipping.
If anyone in our group would like a bottle, they can contact
Anders Berglund by email:
frosts_of_winter@hotmail.com or
Wade Berglund :fwberg@hotmail.ca
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HMCS Windsor comes out of refit from the submarine shed (D294) at CFB Halifax dockyard, and is lowered into the waters of Halifax Harbour, Nova Scotia, on Aug. 7, 2020.
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HMCS WINDSOR

