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 Another year and another decade have 

sidled into the mists of time with only wisps 

of their essence lingering.  And even those 

fading as we speak. 

 During this decade we have celebrated 

the 50th anniversaries of rebirth of the Ca-

nadian submarine service and the commis-

sioning of all five of the cold war boats.  We 

celebrated the centenary of the submarine 

service itself (the Navyôs 100th was at the 

tail end of the previous decade) and the 

long delayed commissioning of HMCS 

Chicoutimi with appropriate homage to the 

reasons for the delay.  We celebrated the 

introduction of a lively march specific to the 

submarine service and now even have a 

mess dinner version for those occasions. 

 Sadly we also saw an inordinate number 

of our brothers of the phin cross the brow 

on eternal leave.  Submariners all  é  may 

they always be remembered. 

 

 

Opinions expressed are those of the Editor  
and may not align with views held by  

other submariners or, collectively, by the 
Submariners Association of Canada West  
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T his year will see the changing of key positions on our Executive.  Jim Scott 

and Paul Hansen will be stepping down as 

Secretary and Treasurer respectively.  I 

shall be relinquishing my position as 

president.  It is imperative that we have 

members step forward to fill these posi-

tions. 

 Skip Whitfield and Paul Hansen have 

volunteered as the Nomination Committee 

and will be recruiting members to fill these 

positions. 

 Our Association received three notable 

donations in 2019.   

 The first was a bequeath of $10,000 

from the estate of Peggy Riley, widow of a 

retired WWII RN submariner, Daniel H.V. 

Riley.  Daniel was a member of our Associ-

ation when it was it was still affiliated with 

the Submarine Old Comrades Association, 

based in Great Britain.  

 The second donation was for $200 from 

Steve St. Amant who is very active in the 

submarine and veteran communities.  He is 

particularly noted for his work with the Nova 

Scotia Last Post Fund and its Unmarked 

Grave Program. 

 And the third donation was for $500 from 

our member, Commander (Retired) Mitch 

Ewan who resides in Hawaii.   

 Our Association has decided that these  

    donations should be used to for 

  the provision of amenities for members 

who are in hospital or care facilities.   

 We thank the Peggy Riley estate, Steve 

St. Amant and Mitch Ewan for their very 

generous donations. 

 Our Annual Christmas luncheon had to 

be postponed last year due to a fire at the 

Four Mile House.  Rather than re-locate to 

an alternate facility, we decided to reschedule 

the luncheon as a Valentineôs luncheon at the 

Four Mile House on Sunday, February 16th.  

Once again we presume a fun time for mem-

bers and their families. 

 In closing, I wish to thank Jim Scott and 

Paul Hansen for their dedicated service as 

Secretary and Treasurer ï they have done an 

excellent job ï BZ!   

 For myself, I have very much enjoyed 

serving as your President for the past three 

years.  After stepping down, I shall continue 

to be an active member and assist in the run-

ning of our organization.  

 

The Cover 

We donôt know.  The picture appeared a num-

ber of times on FaceBook but TheUpdateôs re-

search Department was not able track down 

from whence it came.  To the unsophisticated 

eye of your editor it could 

be one of our boats, given 

the shoreline hugging 

clouds with the mountains 

rising above. We do as-

sume that Santa and his 

reindeer were added and 

not captured in the original 

photograph.   
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RESCHEDULED 

CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON 
 

Four Mile House 

Sunday, February 16th 

Gathering at 1:00 

Luncheon at 2:00 

Roast Beef 
and fixings 

 

If you would rather 
have something else 
PLEASE CALL  

KEN CAPRON 
250-478-3930 
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I n the late 1960ôs Admiral Tom Moorer, 

Chief of Naval Operations ordered a re-

view to be conducted by Captain Frank 

Ault of the dismal air-to-air missile perfor-

mance of the Navyôs fighter jets in Vietnam.   

 Ault recommended in his 1969 report that 

the Navy establish an ôAdvanced Fighter 

Weapons Schoolô at the Miramar Naval Air 

Station in San Diego.  Two months later 

they were operational.  As a result, by 1972 

the Navyôs success  ratio against the Vi-

etnam Peopleôs Air Force was up five-fold. 

 Todayôs gradu-

ates are still among 

the best fighter pi-

lots in the world. 

 In honour of the 

50th anniversary 

the US Naval Insti-

tute dedicated the 

cover and a large 

portion of their Sep-

tember 2019 issue 

to the program.   Click the cover to go to 

the group of fascinating articles, from Top-

Gunôs óBeginningsô to óNext Challengeô. 

Barely eight and one-half years before Neil 

Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin stepped down 

onto the surface of the moon on July 20th, 

1969 humans reached the very bottom of the 

ocean for the first time. 

 In what was admittedly a  rather lengthy 

article in the last issue we described that first 

descent to the very bottom of the Hadal 

Zone by Don Walsh and Jacques Piccard.    

 That article described Walsh and Piccardôs 

accomplishment as background to the main 

focus of the story which was the Texan, Vic-

tor Vescovoôs climbing of highest mountain 

on each of the seven continents plus skiing 

the last degree to both poles plus descending 

to the deepest point of each of the worldôs 

five oceans.  And even that was just a vehicle 

to talk about the óLimiting Factorô, the in-

credible submersible that is certified to go full

-ocean depth over and over and over again. 

    January 23rd will be sixty years since 

Walsh and Piccard made history.  And, for 

the curious, a crew member had strapped a 

Rolex watch to the ladder. Surreptitiously, 

as both the Navy and Walsh would have ve-

toed.  To read the USNI article Click HERE . 

https://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/topgun-50?utm_source=U.S.+Naval+Institute&utm_campaign=6e0da07ac7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_30&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_adee2c2162-6e0da07ac7-234276277&mc_cid=6e0da07ac7&mc_eid=9378daf709
https://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/topgun-50?utm_source=U.S.+Naval+Institute&utm_campaign=6e0da07ac7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_12_30&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_adee2c2162-6e0da07ac7-234276277&mc_cid=6e0da07ac7&mc_eid=9378daf709
https://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/2020/january/first-deepest-dive
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   ladder and all on fireó, he said  

    later.  òYouõre on fire and your skin 
is falling off  é  and I knew that I 
was going to dieó.  He lived and went on 

to join the submarine service. 

 The smoke was so thick and engulfed 

the ship so quickly that crew throughout 

were crawling on hands and knees to find 

ladders to escape.   

 A truly exacerbating factor was that stor-

age for a lot of their fire 

fighting equipment was 

just outside the engine 

room and was, of course, 

damaged in the explo-

sion. 

 Speaking during the 

50th Anniversary Service, 

John Montague who had 

been a junior officer at the time and who 

would later retire from the Navy as a Cap-

tain, told those assembled that òthe smoke 
was so thick and travelled so quickly 
even the bridge had to be evacuatedó.   

 He recounted how òthe heat had been 
so intense it actually melted an alumi-
num ladder in the engine roomó. 

 And bizarrely, òThere was so much 
damage in the initial stages following 
the explosion, that the main engine 
couldnõt be shut down so the ship con-
tinued on at full speed and completely 
out of controló.  

 òEven our communications system 
was out with no way to contact the 
other ships in the flotilla since they 
were over the horizonó. 

 Even once the other ships started to  

 

 

 

 
 

 

O n Wednesday, October 23rd, 2019 a 

crowd of several dozen survivors, fam-

ily and friends gathered on the shoreline of 

Point Pleasant Park, at the south end of the 

Halifax peninsula, to mark the moment, fifty 

years ago to the day, that scarred their 

lives, forever. 

 HMCS Kootenay and 

her 249 crew were part of 

a ten ship task force that 

had left Canada on the 

5th of September, with 

stops in Bermuda, Den-

mark and Plymouth, Eng-

land.   

 On that fateful day all ten ships were 

headed home. About 200 miles west of 

Plymouth Kootenay and Saguenay broke 

off to conduct full-power sea trials, a re-

quired quarterly routine. 

 Just after 0800 (8 bells for the purists 

and 8:00 am for those whoôve left all that 

behind) the ten crew members in the en-

gine room reported a sound ólike a rising or-

gan noteô.  Mere seconds later a massive 

explosion erupted from the starboard gear 

box, with a fireball that engulfed the engine 

room crew and shot through the main interi-

or passageway.   

 Twenty-one year old, Able Seaman Allan 

óDingerô Bell, one of only three of that en-

gine room crew to live, had third degree 

burns to nearly half of his body.   

 òAll of us  é  trying to get up the  
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   was compounded when families   

   were told only two from each family 

would be flown to England for the services, 

eliciting about the reaction youôd expect. 

   The eight families were given the 

choice of interment in an English ceme-

tery or burial at sea.  The 

families split evenly in 

their choices. 

 Many of the surviving 

crew were also upset with 

having to live aboard what 

one described as a 

óhorrible, dark, burnt, foul 

smelling coffin of a shipô, while folks at 

home were dithering over decisions.   

 Some of the injured crew members 

were sent home on board the Bonaven-

ture.  Not all made it.  A couple of days 

short of Halifax PO Lewis Stringer, still 

struggling from smoke inhalation, suc-

cumbed to a heart attack, becoming the 

ninth crew member to die and the only 

one to be buried on Canadian soil.  

 HMCS Kootenay left Plymouth under 

tow on the 16th of November with a mini-

mal 60 man crew, arriving in Halifax on 

the 27th. 

 Before the Kootenayôs 

props had even been re-

moved in Plymouth in prepa-

ration of being towed home, 

the Canadian Navy had con-

vened a board of inquiry.  By 

December their technical investigators 

had pinpointed the cause of the explo-

sion in the gearbox as óincorrect fitting of 

the insert bearing shellsô during a refit 

four years previous. The result was direct  

 

 

arrive and transfer fire fighting crews to 

the Kootenay, it still took over two hours 

to bring the fire under control.  òDuring 
that time the crew distinguished it-
self with numerous acts of òextreme 
bravery.ó Montague said. 

 Shipôs divers even 

strapped on their scuba 

tanks to assist in the res-

cue operations down below 

and to continue fighting the 

fires. 

 One of them, Able Seaman John 

Womack, who was twenty at the time, 

helped to pour foam into the engine room 

from the deck above.  òYou couldnõt 
seeó, he said.  òAnd it was hot!ó .  

 òWe had to exchange tanks be-
cause the regulators would get 
gummed up after 15 minutes, so they 
had to be cleanedó. 

 Helicopters flew fire fighting and medi-

cal crews to Kootenay and dozens of in-

jured to the Bonaventure.  Later, some 

were flow onward to hospitals in the UK. 

 By noon the crews had 

extinguished the fires and 

the Saguenay had taken the 

Kootenay under tow, return-

ing to Plymouth. Eight of the 

crew were dead and a total 

of fifty-three others suffered 

a variety of physical injuries.  The psy-

chological injuries would show them-

selves for many years to come. 

 In 1969 it was Canadian military policy 
that personnel who died overseas must 
be buried there.  Harsh enough, but it  
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    The Medal of Bravery CPO Robert 
   George and PO Gerald Gillingham. 

 Intended as an overt honour, the new 
firefighting training facility opened at CFB 
Halifax in 2002 was named the óDamage 
Control Training Facility Kootenayô.  
 

 If you have read this far it might be 

nice to take a moment to whisper with 

reverence each of the names of those 

who perished in the 1969 Kootenay Ex-

plosion. 

 

LS Pierre S. Bourret 

LS Thomas Gordon Crabbe 

PO Eric George Harman 

OS Michael Alan Hardy 

CPO Vaino Olavi Partanen 

CPO William Alfred Boudreau 

LS Gary Wayne Hutton 

OS Nelson Murray Galloway 

PO Lewis J. Stringer 

 

 

 

oil supply being completely restricted, 
grossly overheating the high speed pin-
ion bearings, which inevitably resulted in a 
spontaneous ignition of oil and oil vapour.  
Human error. 

 The Board Inquiryôs Report lavished 
praise on the crew, many of whom, 
ówithout regard for personal safety 
rushed to the scene to save lives and 
tend to those trappedô. It conclude that the 
officers and men on board óbehaved in 
meritorious fashionô to fight the fire and 
save the ship.   

 Recommendations included location of 
fire fighting equipment, first aid training and 
the design and location of escape hatches. 

 The military policy of not repatriating the 
remains of those who had perished was a 
result of the sheer numbers in World War 
One and Two making repatriation simply not 
feasible; and then, one would have to con-
clude, pedantic adherence thereafter.    

 The level of anger throughout Canada 
that ósomeoneô had not overridden the 
ópolicyô and simply done the right thing, later 
caused the Parliament of Canada to table 
legislation overriding that policy so that to-
day the remains of all military fatalities are 
returned home to their families. 

 HMCS Kootenay underwent an exten-
sive refit, returning to active service in Jan-
uary 1972.  She was decommissioned in 
December 1996.  

 Also in 1972, six crew members were 
awarded medals honouring their bravery: 

 The Cross of Valour to CPO V.O. Par-
tanan and to PO Lewis Stringer, both 
posthumously. 

 The Star of Courage to Sub/Lt Clark 
Reiffenstein (posthumously) and to PO 
Cl®ment Bussi¯re. 
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   Kurtz said the NATO presence is 

 important, and it offers Canadian sailors 

an opportunity to hone their training.   

 The first exercise, Sea Breeze 2019, 

was a multinational effort led by Ukraine 

and the United States. Bulgaria led the sec-

ond, called Breeze 2019.  Kurtz said both 

were aimed at increasing NATOôs readi-

ness. 

 ñIt makes sense that from time to time 

we pay a visit in areas where some allies 

and partners have a coast-

line,ò she said. 

 Russia also has a 

coastline bordering the 

Black Sea. Kurtz said the 

Russians were aware of 

the exercises, which pro-

ceeded without incident. 

 Having no family with 

military background, Kurtz 

said that in 1988 she didnôt 

even know which of the 

services she wanted to 

join, but chose the navy at 

a time when it was just 

opening its doors to wom-

en at sea. 

 ñIt is humbling to have 

been singled out from 

among a group of compe-

tent and professional col-

leagues to head the NATO 

standing groupò, she said. 

 She commented on the spirit of diversity 

in the alliance, which is composed of vari-

ous cultures and military procedures.  

 Her appointment was to have run until 

the end of 2019. 

 

 

 

L ast June Commodore Josee Kurtz 

was appointed to lead óStanding NATO 

Group Twoô one of four naval groups oper-

ated by the 29-member alliance.   

 Thus the 31-year veteran of the RCN be-

came the first woman to be given such a 

command in NATO history, 

lagging noticeably behind 

the USN which appointed 

its first female numbered 

fleet commander in 2014. 

 She hopes her historic 

appointment inspires more 

young people to join the 

armed forces. 

 ñI do think it sends a re-

ally strong signal to the 

newer generation of young 

people who want to have a 

military career, and I say 

that whether they are 

women or men, or any mi-

nority group,ò Kurtz said, in 

a telephone interview off 

Rota, Spain from the ship 

she first commanded in 

2009, HMCS Halifax, now 

her flag ship. 

  Kurtz said her naval 

group includes vessels 

from Great Britain, Turkey and Romania. 

Her fleet recently participated in two exer-

cises in the Black Sea, in a show of support 

for allies in the region, such as Ukraine and 

Bulgaria. 

Photo Manuela Berger The Canadian Press  
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T he delivery date for the navyôs first 

Arctic and offshore patrol ship has 

again been pushed back. 

 The original plan was to have Irving 

Shipbuilding in Halifax deliver the ship in 

2018, but in August that date was pushed 

to the end of 2019. 

 However, Irving Shipbuilding released 

a statement Tuesday saying the new 

ship, HMCS Harry DeWolf, will be deliv-

ered during the first three months of 

2020. 

 The company says it had always in-

tended to ñrevisitò the delivery deadline, 

given the fact it is building a newly de-

signed ship with a new supply chain, a 

new shipyard and a new and growing 

workforce. 

 Irving spokesman Sean Lewis says the 

ship will be the largest naval vessel built in 

Canada in more than 50 years.  

 Lewis says four of the Harry DeWolf-

class of vessels are currently under con-

struction, and the navy expects to accept 

delivery of a total of six ships.  

   Passed along from Skip Whitfield. 

 While that adage is even older than Ian 

Hopkins, it is not often that you see one that 

so absolutely proves those words to be true.   

 Canôt you just see him licking her face 

when she was still learning to smile?  I have 

no doubt whatsoever that he fell in love with 

her the day they brought her home.  They 

were inseparable. Iôm not sure which side of 

the bed he slept on, but Iôm pretty sure that 

every time her mom or dad looked in on 

them, her arm was draped across his body. 

 Occasionally a few select words can also 

tell a whole story. Ernest Hemmingway once 

wrote: For Sale, Baby Shoes, Never Used.     

Another six word story: I Tried To Forget 

But Failed. 
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Japan Launches 

12th Soryu-class Sub 
  

T he JS Toryu SS512 is only the second 

in the class to be outfitted with lithium-

Ion batteries which purportedly store con-

siderably more power than 

their lead-acid cousins.  The 

first boat with the new bat-

tery, the JS Oryu SS511 

was launched in 2018. 

 In addition to being the 

first in the class to come equipped with  the 

new batteries, these two are also the first to 

be AIP which allows for longer periods of 

submergence.  At 276 feet they are said to 

currently be the worlds largest convention-

ally powered submarines with a crew of 65.  

 The plan is that they will be followed by 

three more Soryu-class, for a total of 15. 

 Also, Japanôs Maritime Self Defense 

Force launched its second Maya-class Ae-

gis destroyer Haguru DDG 180 in a July 17 

ceremony in Yokohama. 

 Built by Japan Marine United (JMU) Cor-

poration, the new 170 M / 560 ft, 8,200 ton 

destroyer is an improved version of the  

 

   Atago-class ships that entered ser-

 vice in 2007 and 2008. In addition to its 

main gun, a Mk-45 Mod 4 in a stealth-

shaped casing, this new class of ship, which 

is expected to enter service in 2021, carries 

SM-3 Block IIA and SM-6 interceptors for 

the ballistic missile defense role, SM-2 and 

the Evolved Sea Sparrow Mis-

sile.  it will also make Japan on-

ly the third country with ships 

fielding the CEC  ï a sensor da-

ta sharing tool currently found 

only on US and RAN ships. 

 The lead ship in this class, the Maya 

(DDG-179), was launched in July 2018 and 

is currently undergoing trials ahead of an 

expected March 2020 commissioning. 

Haguru is expected to enter service  in 2021 
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Gennadiy Borisov is not employed as an 

astronomer.  He is an engineer who builds 

and maintains telescopes for the Sternberg 

Astronomical Institute of the Moscow 

State University at their Station in Nauchnij, 

Southern Crimean . 

 His star gazing hobby is pursued after-

hours using telescopes that he has de-

signed and built himself for his personal ob-

servatory.  And he is pretty good at it. 

 The lovely creature on the right is the 

eighth of nine comets that he has discov-

ered and only the second óinterstellarô to 

ever be discovered. This updated photo, 

taken with the Hubble Space Telescope 

and recently released by NASA, shows so 

much more detail that it might as well be 

nude. 

 She (are comets male or female, or 

simply gender neutral?) reached her clos-

est point (+/-190 million miles) to the Sun, 

or perihelion, on December 8th travelling 

well above speed of other objects orbiting 

the sun at that distance, about 93,000 mph. 

 It passed through the ecliptic plane - the 

plane in which Earth and the other planets 

orbit the Sun - from above at roughly a 40-

degree angle.  

 That speed is, apparently, an additional 

confirmation point that it came from outside 

our solar system and a good bet that it will 

leave and head back to interstellar space. 

 As seen from earth, itôs trajectory has 

been fairly near the sun which is an area of  

 

 

   sky not usually scanned by the  

    large ground-based asteroid surveys or 

even NASA's asteroid-hunting spacecraft 

NEOWISE (Near Earth Object Wide-field In-

frared Survey Explorer).Though it has now 

peaked in brightness, they say that it will 

continue to be observable with moderate-

size telescopes until April 2020, after which 

only with larger professional scopes and 

even then only until October. 
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T o add to the many honours he has 

received over the years, our own 

Dwight Grieve recently received a truly 

lovely plaque from the Legion, signed by 

the Dominion President, Thomas Irvine. 

 The plaque is a óPalm Leafô to the Meri-

torious Service Medal (MSM) that he had 

received on a previous occasion.  It was 

awarded during a ceremony at his local 

Malahat Branch.  

 The plaque states, in part, óThe MSM is 

the highest award that can be granted to a 

member.  The award of the Palm Leaf to 

your MSM indicates once again, that you 

have rendered continuous meritorious 

service to the cause of The Royal Canadi-

an Legion.  

 Dwight also spent time on the Execu-

tive of the Submarine Old Comrades As-

sociation and, when he returned form Ot-

tawa, about a decade with our Subma-

riners Association of Canada West Execu-

tive, including as President. 

 

 

 
 

T hough Irving is 

not saying  

there will be 

employees who  

would face lay-off if a decision is made to  

contract out pipe assemblies, they are 

currently conducting a pilot project in or-

der to do a cost benefit analysis of pur-

chasing assembled units from internation-

al markets rather that purchasing the ma-

terials and assembling them in-house. 

 Each Arctic and offshore patrol vessel 

has more than 17,000 pipe assemblies.  If 

a decision is made to purchase complete 

units, the 30 to 40 workers in positions af-

fected ñwould be offered positions at 

the Halifax shipyardò, states Sean Lew-

is, Irvingôs Director of Communication. He 

further stressed that ñIrving has hired 

141 new trades personnel and are ac-

tively recruiting another 28ò.  

 While offering assurances that there 

will be no impact on ship construction times 

as a result of any changes, Lewis also add-

ed that any work performed outside of Can-

ada will be ñoffset by making invest-

ments in Canada to ensure that 100% of 

the value of the AOPS contract is spent 

here at homeò.  

 This is just an observation from a non-

economist, but would not the wages earned 

by those 30 to 40 folks who would not be 

hired as a result, be spent locally?  Maybe 

Irving comes out a bit ahead but doesnôt it 

just send Canadian dollars to GdaŒsk, or 

wherever, instead of paying Canadians? 
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   and sensors in support of mine 

 countermeasures, anti-submarine war-

fare, especially with stealthy diesel subs or 

missions involving fast surface craft. 

 The USS Montgomery is currently on a 

rotational deployment to the U.S. 7th Fleet 

area of operations in support of security 

and stability in the Indo-Pacific.  

 As the U.S. Navyôs largest numbered 

fleet, the 7th, based in Yokosuka, Japan, is 

assigned responsibility for +/- 48 million 

miles2, from the Kuril Islands in the north to 

the Antarctic, and from the international 

date line to the 68th meridian, running down 

from the India, Pakistan border. It interacts 

with 35 other maritime nations. 

 As mentioned elsewhere in this issue, 

the Montgomery et al created a kerfuffle 

with the Chinese during this jaunt.  

 
USN Littoral  
Combat Ship 
Completes Joint Ops  with 
RAN In South China Sea  

 

T he USS Montgomery LCS-8 ventured 

across the Pacific for an Australian visit 

that included a number of joint operations 

with two RAN ships in the disputed waters 

of the South China Sea. 

 The Independence-class Montgomery 

joined the RANôs HMAS Stuart (FFH 153) 

and HMAS Sirius (O 266), conducting 

communication drills, division tactics, bilat-

eral flight operations, and personnel ex-

changes, as well as replenishments at sea 

marking the first time an LCS has received 

fuel from an allied navy vessel. 

 They were designed in Australia at the 

HQ of the parent corporation, Austal Ltd,   

and the built at the Alabama based, US 

branch of the global defence contractor. 

CEO, David Singleton was particularly 

pleased to see one of the LCSôs on that 

side of the world, demonstrating, as he 

commented, the capability to operate with a 

variety of ships, on numerous missions and 

exercises. 

 Austal has so far delivered ten of these 

400 foot aluminium trimarans to the USN 

with a further nine expected over the next 

couple of years.  

 While designed for near-shore (littoral) 

operations, they are quite capable of open 

ocean missions, as this Australian trip has 

demonstrated.  They are a very agile, fast 

(40+ knots), mission focused platform with 

interchangeable packages (systems and 

support equipment) that can range from de-

ploying manned and unmanned vehicles  
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   Most of you are likely aware that  

   on behalf of all three Associations, 

SAOC East has, for a long time now, made 

a presentation to the top student of each 

graduating class.  Seen below left is Syl-

vain Rouillard, Chairman of SAOC East, 

making that presentation to MS Stephanie 

Noa, who won that honour for the last class 

of the twenty-teens.  

 The class now moves to the Submarine 

Force to use that new found knowledge to 

actually qualify in submarines. 

 We imagine that they are a welcome ad-

dition now (as much as one can overtly 

make a spud welcome) but will be even 

more so once they have earned those cov-

eted dolphins.   

 And when they have earned their dol-

phins they will also be presented with a gift 

certificate, as seen below, confirming their 

qualification to join the Submariners Associ-

ation of Canada with the first year being a 

freebee. 

 These gift certificates were to be handed 

out to every serving, qualified submariner.      

 

 

T he first thing that strikes your editor 

is how youth challenged the members 

of this class are.  None of them are old farts 

but they sure arenôt the ótoo young to draw 

their totô newbies of a Brian Hills and Rich-

ard óDickieô Cermak, and your editor, in our 

day. 

 But you have to admit that they are a fi-

ne looking bunch who will go on from here 

to do the submarine service proud.  As 

those who have gone before them have 

done.  Us old guys have always been very 

proud of our submariners.  
































































