


His book may be titled “A Simple Sailor” but Ray
Hunt was anything but and this book proves it. | had
the very good fortune to work for some fine individ-
uals in the navy and Ray was an outstanding exam-
ple when he was my commanding officer in the sub-
marine Okanagan. Thank you Ray for this well-
written memoir - an insightful look into your
unique career and a reminder of the joys and rig-
ours of life during war, at sea and beneath the
waves.

Thirty-four years after Cadet Ray Hunt joined the
6,000-ton merchant ship SS Ramore Head, he ended
his seagoing days as Captain Ray Hunt, RCN, on re-
linquishing command of the 25,000-ton naval fleet
replenishment vessel HMCS Preserver. The inter-
vening years were spent almost entirely in a wide
variety of sea positions, and Ray may be the only
Canadian naval officer to have been qualified to
command merchant vessels, naval surface vessels
and submarines.

It seems likely that many of his seagoing mates in
Canadian ships and submarines were not overly
aware of his considerable pre-Navy experience.
Ray was not a braggart. But it seems equally likely
that those shipmates were very well aware of his
love of the sea and his professional approach to all
things nautical. An unfailingly warm, positive indi-
vidual, Ray Hunt was liked and respected by all who
served with him. This is a very human story of his
extraordinary life at sea.

A Simple Sailor is a wonderful narrative, told by a
true seafarer.



Additional comments ahoutA Simple Sailor

The title of Ray' s memoi
cl assic und-erss tsaubemmeernitner |,
patriot, Ray offers an i n:¢
sterling service to country

Ray was a major part of
caréas my divisional, execH!
of ficer in the challenging
Grilse and Rainbow he gar ne
and affect-boss asfdrtiheenwd .

Ray' s-gxierag professionaldi
ship, coupled with a quiet
of humour, were very much
us who served with him.

Thank You Ray, for the m
deri e, and especially for
very human story.

Bob Emery, Leading Seaman F

Ray Hunt has penned a mo:
readabl e story of his voyag

l'ife as a boy in war torn E
tain and beyond, the reader
a sailor is anything but si

Many sailors wild/l ident i
and vagaries of Iife i n the
faction of serving with a s
Ray's story confirms, "Ther

Wil f Lund, Captain RCN (Ret



I first me t Ray Hunt when
Executive Officer to HRELYS RAI
was my Captain.

I was a bit apprehensi ve
had never served in tlhinse ecdl a
not have Rwaor rpiueed.me compl et el

my new job giving Imequwitcnkolsyt s
that he was a very capabl e s
l ent | Badald |l owed me to | ear |
meanwhi | e, I studied him cl ¢
skills which would | ater as:
command.
I congratul ate Ray in his
LIl oyd Barnes, Cdnmmander ( Ret
On Grilse and Rainbow, we
tion Mister for the Q\fhfeincdr s
| ook back, it feels | ike an
been earned, with those who
by theiRayr athiknt not only earr
be called Mister, it was so
seems strange to call him Ray
When Ray talks about oper
can G&¢eGlilm appearing out of |
contr ol room just as the Div
saymget t he o Campdhaiami m dapy ,
scogde® me, as | started the s
Hi s ability tdoo ttahkég ftuismeb a
were there, or put us i nto t

makes this book aopbeasur epu
venture toersvaggd wiotuh hi m.

We | | dobe@l Bhirn 72A.
M. F. Skip Whitfield@)Radiol ac
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Preface

The t®&irmpl e 6iSaidmrexpressior

casionally used by seamen of ¢
man to admiral. When one use
oneself it iIs mainly us to tel
a subject should be kept si mpl
tener is just a simple sailor.
ot her connotations.

This account of my early | i/f
written as an ego trip, or a
simply to tell my story, throu
can recall during that period.

What promoted me to put my
to something that I had mi& sec
father and mother had dled be
had no information abou t hem
they did. Al t hough | now hay
about where my grandfather ma
that could be suspect. GAIbli rit
certificate statiwpitbloatvobl d f
to have known something more
ot her than Just being a sailc¢
grandparents ®nsimye maltherdi ed
born, so | really never knew
from the odd things my mother

This story of my | ife at se;
better starting point than | h
wonder about who | was, wh a't
about my 1|ife.

This account of my | ife was
Kerry.

Ray Hunt

Hal i f ax, Nova Scoti a
August 19914
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A Simple Sailor

Chapter 1

In The Beginning
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A respectful, but decisive
ecutive Officer, Commander Ji
around the curtain as he had c
yeat 8oat's crew mustered sir."
replied. I n a fefwomrnyeassabt e
about to end my seagoing -o&ree
fact wor ds. Al t hough | was na
|l eaving the sea, which had be
age of si Xtoaan,y etalrisr tayg o .

Looking back on it, what | e
to climb up the gangway of th
t wel fth of October 1949 is st
think it walsoiac es exwmolnut i on, bec
fifteen | had some thoughts o
as a midshipman. It was ti me t

For some reason or another
go to sea, but | can't recall
sire to go, nor was there an
do. Il wish | could be more def
member the day when I made t
to go to sea more than anythin
spect, I don't think that ever
no idea when, how, and why |
at sea. I think my interest il
due to my father's war service

I't's possible that my | ine
thing to do with it. My father
had al l gone to sea. Their f at
al so been at sea before them.
truth to the old expression a
son's bl ood. However, I "' m gett

I was born in London, Engl a
ary 1933, the younger brother
on the first day of the year

Ail een, who was aomghoh ©DOhe May
OQur parents were Edith and Wil
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Whet her it was du
me ot her unknown
on of my early <chi
X, i's al maoa¥®whanhokerxws$
at period was gain
ot her relatives t
range reason the o
me showed me as e
n.

There was never a
emely bright, witty, bol d,
at! Of cour s e, on he ot he
bel i eve, it could have bee

h story commenced ,Wr¥oh wer
h a scruffy |ittdheolkitdhg
Ci

—_ =

y hint

< S

o
-}

I don't think these little
gave.lme faacco mpll etxhi
orm of status. Just
n the detractors in
0O mympasemo sl ttehaacd h e
"Captain oWNowhé hBuneovas an
hi evement! Obviously my t ec:
meone who had seen the | e
ung genius at an early age

To avoid being accused of

e
some f
o]
t

me of the | ess auspicious
d to get them out of the w
f e, I wi || recount a coupl
relayed to me by my mothe
t wi | | be |l eft for you .to ¢
I was once accusédt by hmy ce
ver proved, of painting the
| ot hes wringer) andwimyh &
tractive, royafr drmhuwh a&tn alme «
and |I was found guilty by &
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simply because | was the only
ered in Weug mgairmtumstanti al eV
Anot heyl talmMeegedly hi't my
the head with a wooden mall et
after he had been explaining t
a tool . As he had his back t
proved that I w.aBsu tt hweh opesrere tars
him obviously showed him anoth
Whil e | am sure | was tot a
nous crimes, the unkindest cut
cousin Thel ma, tied me to a
cIotheShdiinleed me so tight th
unti e t.lMgy knodthsr , being ever
invo,llwdd me tied to the drain
home some hbubeliaewaer sheas so
of retribution for the blue pa
I have used the above 1inst
all eged playful acts on my pa
acts of exemplary behaviour th
I believe,itnhamy insi nwdhy any i nf o
and my family's background wh
most nonexistent, or at the be
of saying that | did not have
i fe
My f ather, William Henry TI

born i n N®BretltHearst | rel and on th
1901, the youlbhgesherod. thhey h:
t he Merchant Navy as officer c
all of them eventually becomin

He joined his first ship" t
February 1918. Within a coupl ¢
was torpedoed in the Irish Sea
father, WwWhoswiouyl dn ung on to s
he was picked up. While that i
couraged -peasn xoleenl ad from goi
ously didn"t. He, l i ke many ot
on with the job in another shi
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The information | have abo
i mited.

Only in recent years, afte
see my father's Dbirth <c'sr tami
as William Henry, a®ad iohpoost ha a
moré&ust that one word. Havi n

cousins and ot her rel atives
duced that hi s mot her''s mai d
she probably came from the D

of Northern |l reland. Thi s we
saw her name as Nancy Matil deé

Years ago, when | was abo
my aunt i n Belfast telling |
Bl uen@rshers. meant nothing to n
ously had a blue nose. Il n su
her use that term again, b ut
comments about Nova Scoti a.
thing | knew about my grandf
he was somehow connected to
call ed Nova Scoti a.

Only in very recent years
slightly clearer picture of
Not who he was, but wher eAshd
subsequently | earned, peopl e
tional &gl wead dadadf act t hat now
origin.

The Public Halcihfiabewa i iIcot
that there were 72 people wi
Queen's County between the
which would probably be witt
bi th of my grandfather. I c
ther was one of those 72 peo

But how did this Nova Scc
l and at the |l atter part of t
trend was for people from B
cross the Atlantic to the Ne
the process?

r
e
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The shipping company that m)
had joined as cadets wasl oathe
nineteenth century Rankin and

mor e) had their sailing ships
was famous for i tfsorsodai Iwonogd ss
It s possible that my grandf e
away, on one of ‘those new Shi
to sail over toliBrei toafi nt rtaod i sntge
wor |l d; hence t&eaidamsmgndtitdorer
certificate showed for .It henderc
stand that he died when my f
father's recollections of hi m
too. Perhaps | wildl |l earn mor e

My grandparents, on both my
of the family had died many ye

fore, it's wunderstandabl'te avhly
guestions about people he did
mentioned? Unfortunately, t he
swered my questions are all de
It was only at the beginnin
that | first | earned that my f
est, Davi d, was, many vyears |
me a place as a cadet i n a sh
went to sea. He continued to t
reer for the rest of his |ife.
in getting my father to sea

n those days the parents o

I
shipping company a spum vodlf ergeEmes
company trai nTihnigs tnhoeniery swians t h
the cadet owear tpeer ifoodurof t he
Any interest in the account wa
apprenticeship. | only mention
ents were dead before he went
the ol dest brother, Davi d, t o
t wo younger brothers to go to

Uncl e David |Iived in Belf ast

wi fe Peggy and son Ol af. The o
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i n Mumbl es, .Sroeumh hwhMatl els can ¢
the wild one of the three.

have a document from a s

I
was once employed, stating t|
hefdi sagreed wi dHa vtihneg Mansl tye rme
this does not surprise me.
Anot her story | remember I
the full story, was that he
t he war t hat had been torpe
spent many months recuperati:
St ates. Somehow or ot her hi s
kill ed, becauceonhachadnher .
was somewhat surprised when
a bit of an .dndoerlsyt amheetmemitm
breezed in to our house in B
rived totally wunannounced, h
about fifteen years. He was
My mother's family was fro
mot her was in her twenties,
wi tLh ver pavdiwacsh t o conti nue i n
and to our children's as well
My mother's parents, Charl
and operated a Newsagent an
Lower Road, near t he Surrey

heart of London' s dockl and.
many expensive condomAnfi emsy

ago operating a small shop n
as a risky, if not a fool har
days, at t turn of the <cen

he
mation of ®hopkeepers.

My grandfather was known &
whi ch | believe was a highly
nized as a very honourable t
for the Borough of Ber monds e
London. The shop itself was
number of men either empl oye
many ships that plied the occ¢
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docks Ilronically, t hat same ar
and has changed its name fron
Quays, obviously to give it an

t he site of s ome of London' s
apartment s.

As was th
parents had

e on my fath
di

Kknow about t he
S
r

e
before | wa s
s from stori e
mot her , aunt uncles and cou
saw a | ot mo of my mother a
r and hi s | ati ves, and t
ir family a | ot more than
tl e more about t hem. Some.

m only became known after t

pparently my grandfather we
what | understand he was &eith
the racing form of the horses
doing so well, the family | iwv
Road, but when he was in the |
in the Ol d Manor Hous e, whi ch
certain affluence. The only |
House is that today there is
name i n .tThheera&r eas al so a pai nt
painted in 1826.

Whil e that house was probat
ol d, its predecessor had been
of the various Lords of t hat
doubt i f I wi || ever find out
house periodically.

I f  my hildish misdemeanou
nt brush with the | aw whic
' S
[

> @~ ®®

w o

Il on of a c¢criminal
d come by it fairly
ng a betting man was al so
ps, which meant that he wa:
er Needl ess to say he was
t to Wormwood Scrubs Jail f
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days, the nor mal puni shment
ation for a period of time.

Today, he would have been
a choice ofsome criminal con
have preferred to say that I
my ancestors, r ad haegenthlan a |

My mot her , Edith Lillian L
ence Dai sy, were born in Lon
1901. The family was |living in
ti me, so the horses must h a
were the second youngest of
Len, Bert (who emigrated to
l vy, and her twin who died

named Marjorie.

As | understand it, and as
the boys in the Lunn family
business, whereas the girls
therefore not surprising tha
(Fl o) and Edlth, met and mar
ers Archi e, David and Williat

Archi e was an Engineer wi
was quite a bit older than t
er than Flo and Edith. Davi c
who was with the Marconi conm
ping companies with Radi o O
known as Billy, who was to b

ond Officer with a shipping
mor e.

My father and mother were

of J1926eMy mot her was three da
tyourth birthday, and omy . f &t
thereafter they bought a hou:
Ha m, London. 't was fronmd tthwai
sister was married to David

in which my brother and my c

As my father wor-badefilosha
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compamy mot her and father must
the ships spent mo s t of their

were in the UK, it would make
after obtaining his Mast920s' s
they sold the house in East Ha
er pool

So why was | born in Londo

Britain and the rest of the i
throes of the worst depressi ol
businesses went bankrupt, t hr
of wor k. Britain was in chaos.
currevacney people were starving

I't obviously a& felkitepi my dc

because i f there was no money
was no requirement to transpor
Many years | ater I remembe

expressiheme was many a Master'
Wh a't this meant was that t her
Master's Certificates who wer €
because it was the only job t
ships hadupeedhbakedthat had t1
nately replaced the regul ar sa
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Like many other people in
father was | ai@r e ———  t
depr e®#ieonhad his
Certificate, but ai
di dn't guar ant ee t
his job my father e
on-man business as er
per sonal articles h
still l ucky enoug
seaHe must have d (
this from a .BSondn
mot her, father an: m
London, to |ive wi O Gl h
sister Flo and her husband D
Grove Park, where my .cousin

My f at her obviously neede
business, so he took a risk
didn'"t know why my father ha
told that he had one, mai nly
from my mother. Apparently, \
the car, I used to get great
my father's hat over his eye
just testing his ability in |
stories that may, or may not,

Unfortunately this busine
so many others in those day:
found himsel fMwi mbbobher aanaodbf
the house in Liverpool, but
in returning there. I f there
bly have been in or near the
Therefore they stayed in Lon
ing for work there.

Luckily for my f addarr ,nanyg
Mr . ooW ( who, when | was a Bkigd

Woodps was my polite style
head porter at The London Ho
as a porter for my father,- wl
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sition that my father had spen
was a jJob that t housands <coul

had. |l was born while my paren
Shortly after my father st
moved in with my mother's spi
bachel or brother (Fred) at 34
short wal k from where my par e
Coopers Lane, Grove Park. They
Liverpool unt il about 1952, no
Absentee | andlords for about t
As | said earlier, there 1is
ber about my early childhood
War || One of my earliest re
was when | fwae glkawuts of age. T
father was employed at the Lo
that i1t stands out i n my memor
vel oped a protruding navel and
i st. Il sn'"t it amazing to think
that | can remember from that
ing as a protruding belly butt
It was arranged that

town (London) with my |

tal where he worked. TH&

ol l ectio@mpotf.@dgreei gt com

my visit was that I h a

corset with a protrudi

hel p push my navel b a

l onged. I had now | ear

term, umbil!lical herni a

I cannot recal |l specific e\
during that peri od, but I have
twin sister, Auntie FI o, wi t h
cousin who had tied me to the
front at Cliftonville with me
I believe that It must have
in hospital giving birth to my
recall the occasion, but ther e

says.Ill tdhoi nk it has moguwgdestdiov
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ture of t he photog
il e | have some dif
re ol d about me , I
i ch | readily admit
at | particularly enjoyed ¢
school I used to rol/l t he
r my mi | k, down the drain i

This did not make me popu
n |l ess so with my brother
g me back anld belidédvé ddsnty It :
k money on the way to sch
stay home that day. For s
rkuyt I certainly found out
ot her upset!

Another thing that I do r
ars was being taken to my
use on sunny Sunday aftern
rden with a badminton court

the Lunn family, their of
emsel ves on those | ové&luyninhg
cause that i's how | rememb
e was a sunny day, but in

Théunn gathecamgsquite an

i fe. The practice was shift
e war, where my aunt (1vy)
y and all o f the Lunn f ami
d their many riends. Those
ny year s, became famous t hi
at h i Al9t6h0es .mi d
I believe that we have now
mil vy, which | i ke many ot he

juddtappeddd hough attempts hayv

S i
me
t h

onal lvg ¢$iomihlaar gat herings,
mbers are now too wi delwy tdh
eir aoawhatiwvesnot a I tici ¢

cr
unf ortunate sign of the ti me:c

We have | ost something, ne
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This PDF s taken from the version
that was formatted for the print
copies wherein chapters were
started on odd pages. Therefore,
f the narvative didn't alin, the
page before was left blank
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Ray Hunt

Mo st people would never say

r, any war , were particular/l
a young boy, those years w
t ement . Years | ater, as | g |
rr - what it was, a struggle fo
peopl e, to inflict their wi
em, regardless of the cost i
ory i n war, but as a youngst
rough my eyes, it was a tim
red into it.
As aysax ol d | had heard t e
amberl ain and the Maginot Li
me , and not hal f as inter e
wn a drai n. Bwe arevaelnd als @ars
at warm Sunday "‘mbr Siemg embet
en Mr. Chamberl ain, the Prin
were now in a state of war
To me, those words had | itt
y didn"t fall in i mmediatel)
€ sun rose again the next de
emed different was that a fe
nt we heard a strange wail in
on a siren, which for S 0me
ver realized it at the time
rr-rso many people. We would c
d I'ife would go on regardl es

That beauti ful day in early
nuation of the warm sunny w

our holidays at Warner's Hc
nth earlier. But t hat day,
anged our way of l'ife forev
anged his I|lifestyle once to
ange again.

Unl ess you were in a protect

some other form of essenti e
es of eighteen and forty wer
ose conscripted went i1 nto th
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who had some specialty, suc
woul d probably be sent for pi

My f ather, because of hi s
tions, volunteered for the N;
the age | imit, and was not Yy
decided that this 1 sOnwhJaatn uhaa
1940 he was appointed a Temp
al Naval Reserve. I don't re
t hat, but he probablowtwas nree
training with the Navy. I do
tioned up in Scapa Flow, in t

The period from when war w
summer of 1940 wasd ge vehotod
Even for me , as a chil d, it
stand what was going on arourl

Ther e wer e numer ous acti vi

pare the <civilian popul ati on
stand why it was being done,
just the sameBuats tyheisntgesr dvaeyr e
rdly a few. months | ater
There were instructions i s
i nstance, we were told to I
we heard them it indicated t
paratrooper s. We wer e i Ssuec
were to control and reduce
sources could be directed aw
tries, to industries that wol
Whil e | cannot remember t |
the rationed commodities that
remember some of t hem. We we
utter, t wo ounces of ot her f
es of meat , and four ountesa
recall t hat somebody told wus
the equivalent of a spoonf ul
l' y when sugar was running | o
horribl e. It turned a cup of
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Everybody was provided with
ui t ous brown cardboard boxes,
be carried at al | ti mes.

They even had special ones
entrepreneurs manufactured fan
boxevh, ch just proves that ther
who sees a mar ket for somet hin

The government provided peo
brown paper tape, which had to
|l attice work pattern

This was to prevent flying
bl ast. Whatwhambwé&did 2sHow | itt]
ti me.

Wi ndows alsodhadkedd hbete. wer
many nnovative methods wused t

[
dark curtains to wooden frames
|l ies sitting |istening to thei
|l ived in fear and trepidation
out side their house shouting,

The Air Raid Wardens, |ike s
tions at that time, were a Vo
en, wh o, in the case of men ,
scripted, or were waiting fo
scripted in the early stages
any roles previously held by
Just before war was decl are
t woul d be safer to move th
oung families out of the <cit
eci sion, because there was |
e bombemddon would belta was$ meh
ore decided that we (our scho
ther word was | ust about .to
had béevwacmede s .

As | sai d, the decision to
but there was olWe skerghtopbebl
to Fol kestone, on the sout,h c
one could see the coast of Fr a
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gh it hadn't been overrun
ffer between mainl.and Eur oj

The enemy was advancing t
alarming rate getting ever (
There were -omd ymitlwesntogf sea s

France, and when the enemy a
which they would surely do
most, a few weeks, we would |
|l ong range guns. This was | a
man guns in Calais regularly
the coast, next to Fol kestone

My br ot Hercodnedn o Fol kest o
school had been evacuated as
near Tunbridge Well s. We we'
woman who had a xtl atrag et hheo ursai n
I don't recal |l a husband, b u

conscripted
Af ter about si X weeks awi fk

as we (the evacuated famili e:
decided to return thd olendg evmijr
odDuring our stay in Fol kestc

as this was something that ¢t
to organize. Withhmg Isoveayp-f
worried me!

When we returned to Senl a
patched to a new scPhroeovli,ouGd o

hal f preminlyi ng days | had been
but in the interests of cons
and its pupils transferred 1t

There is a particular reas
because an incident happened

ther would have remeynbered t

My f ather hygdr bmemomwa si n
joined the service, and he w
| eaMg mot her had giverntmachert
Mi ss Wal ker, to |l et me out a
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my father was . hloenenothe | €£aive t h

come to the school to pick me
Mi ss Wal ker , t hrough thhleocrl awi
dows, as he arrived by way of
new naval |l i eutenant's uniforr
to the window to welcome him,
"We should show our thanks to
t her . " She then | ed t he ent i
ifhank yo'u Myaviyat her was so emb
know where to |l ook. As | said,
bly never forgot, nor have |

One night in December 1939 |

up by voices outside my room.
Uncle Fred had died on the sta
the voices. I mention this i n:
because I can actually rememb
cause, although he had apparert
for many years | ater I tol d p

brokendheart.

Among my toys at t hat ti me
sort of toy you never want to
morning after Uncle Fred (my
died, | wanted.It odopnl'ay knmyo wb ughly
For some reason this did not s
assembled mourning relatives ¢
to uncle Len's house to get me
out my bugl e. I t hink | resen
t heast 6Post .

The early summer weather of

the previous year, warm and s
except that things were suppo:
we were at war. As the days <ch

apparent that ot her things wel
raid warning sirens would bec
i f e, and although we had not
various reports on the BC that
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the coast. They were mainly
strategic targets on, or nea
Hi tl er had not made his deci
submissi on. But it was soon t

I don't remember the first
we had moved from a sense of
my <childish mind, to a st at
space of ti mehomDymeang poéepl e
i

space n their garden had ai
were called Anderson shelter
curved sheets of corrugated
ground, covered with a foot
structur e,

Just clear of the entrance
sand, woul d prevent bl ast .Iftr
was a simple design, and wou

agai nst mo st forms of bomb ¢
People who didn't have shelt
option of going deep undergr
tion.

As the ferocity and intens
into what came t & omda olnotdMen tfae
l which had now grown by the
Thel ma, spent more and mor e

b

height of the it z, we stay
ni ght, because it was the on
wi se, we would have been wup

our beds continuously.

I can't usd éiphheh woespect t
shelter.Haotw mioggHtd one sl eep v
side was filled with -ai cacafpl
and exploding bombs?

Things had changedphanégdt. v
Thousands of Londoners now s|
(subway) stations, al/l arounc

There are many memories of
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t hink, no, I know, that the t

more than anything else during

early autumn days ,aowasfobwativaslkeinr
f

our ighters and the Ger mans.
idly recall what went on above
I woul d stand outside the s
sky, and see what | ooked 1i ke
strands of white wool against
I was watching people trying t
t wenty thousand feet, but | di
of seven all I could see was ¢
above myl nhefaact , of ten | coul c
craft Al l I could see was t hi
and turning in a fight to the

| t was these condensatiloink et r

after a minute or so, as the w
sharply defined trails emanat.
casionally, but not very ofte
white slowly come into view a:
down to earth. They were the I
|l ots would not be so lucky, a
into a black or grey, as an ai
and fall out of the sky.

had become so used to wat
t the fact t hat peopl e wer
sight, didn't really register
was just a thirnlflaantg, v
ching was what cbhartet Iteo

One evening the entire nort
e. The Germans had been c
ocks for days, and they |
r time | can recall, was t
r factory had been bombed.
ty miles from it, the stro
ed the air for days.

The sights at night were ver
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aidul arly watching
ky |l ooking for enem
angerous being out s

Ra itrhcer aafntt ishel |l s t hat
A bomb could kil or in
mi s s, but the shrapnel l
to piecessharnphjadged aad
I would often go | ooking

The pieces varied in
sionally we would fin
s all still a game, o]
teresting piece, oft
st I i ke hunti ng for
ath and destruction
Auntie Billy, Uncl e Fred's
s then would not come down
the house. However, there
id would start at night she
d switch on the | ights! Nof
rdens.

Al | the houses around us r
e or.Moshes€l laokse, j ust dow
, was very .IHedl yhudsamagle dhad
an air raid in Grove Park.

We had some structur al dam
nry had been bl own on to m
en there, she surely woul d

Because Hitler had not man
i ty, he made the decision
had decided to open anoth
t he

r
S
d

OQC S T 0oQ 3
_ -

o close to invasi
defeat, during

ur
ould have been had that hapj

I was watching one
tory taking place above m)
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By | ate September, the fero

rai ds seemed to have reduced

B
a

e
i

avy, but it was al/l relative

My f ather had been posted t
nd, during this ©period. He
re going through in London,
avel Permit for us, whi ch wc

AMhil e my father had tried t

I of us, Auntie Flo and The
ey were not going to join th
events effected Auntie FIl o'
The morning we were due to
st, she had a terrible hemo
at was going on, except that
ood in my |I|ife@e Last mi nut e
t Auntie Flo from the shelte

We were stildl l'iving there,
| fast. Luckily, while this w
rr raid conditions. An ambul a

pital, and arrangements were
Wi

- m

O T aoc oz
b e = © I B B ¢}

o C

th Uncle Len and Auntie May

My mot her, brother, sister
ston Station for our train t
ere we would be dloium g pa sshaic

t
ar ne, Northern I reland, and t
n

Whil e waiting o the platfo
ing someone barking, " Make
s. " And t her e, wal ki ng do!

der armed escort, was this
n men, i n what seemed to

uni f or ms. They didn't hav

i or or arrogant. They | us

tened. But at | east they

ds. After a | ong and tiri
where my father was wait

he | ast part of our journe

r
h
n
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The only thing | remember

that my father advised u:
we were torpedoed. Appa
been torpedoed or mined,
the I mpact of the expl osi
m getting out. He told us
e
I
t

o n um
(¢}

rorour experiences in Lon
l'y didn't want our escap
We arriveé®ctotB®EeI fast

he nexei gfhotr thyour s wer e a

was so tired | hadnoro dide al wc
a couple of days staying wit
Peggy and my <cousin Ol af, W
ni shed house at 11 Gal wally

ular this must have been marvelous.

She had finally |l eft the |

>0 TS S99 90

moved into this nice big hou
at peace. At the same ti me s
ried about her sister's heal
were | i ke many other twins.
t ween them that existed unti
cannot recal | any incident [
the two of them, yet we | ive
fast for four years, and bef
not twins, or even brother a
bet ween Thel ma and me, and h
remember . I never had that b
my sister.

I n this peaceful environme
vourite pasti me, going to sc
grown rolling my money down t
| ost much of its appeal, as
ferent school, whereas | was

I n January 1941 Auntie FI
somewhat . She again applied
ti me was granted for health

(

when we saw her and Thel ma a
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One evening when we were j uc¢
my mot her cocked an ear, and
was certain that she coul d hee
ments of course caused a great

family, especially my fat her,
about her having sirens on th
about what she had heard, SO
outside, and sure enough, ther
first one sounded in Northern
mont hs of |l eaving London. My
ability remained with her unti

From t hen on ther e woul d b

hear d, but nothing ever happen
al | changed. The very familia
which in London wiee rhkayd Okreeicakyrsar

of their distinctive engine

seemed that they were foll owin

It started all over again, e
were over a period of days, ra
We had no shelter to go to he
thing, we went to a cupboard
comfortable trying to share th
four children.

Bel fast was badly bombed. Tt
hit the docks, and while they
bombed a popul ated area that w
the ti me, it was said that be
only means of identifying a ta
the reflection of t he water [
thinking it was the water by
amount of damage to civilian a

Uncl e David's house was b a
bombing, so he, Auntie Peggy a
at Gal wally Park. They | ived v
they found a house. 't was dul
came to know eacA DbDthendskrpyp i

pr e

has remained strong to the r
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Uncl e David, who had been
had been transferred to the
out break tafk ewaorvetrot he I nspec

responsi ble for ensuring tha
Bel fast had the correct pape

refl ected what was shown on t
The six years that we |ive
citing years for me. My f at he
i n Belfast, and he would ofte
nating coll eagues and friend:¢
I think the most me mor abl

€
1940 to 1943 were the partie
had at our house.

It was a | arge house, so i
purpose. We always had a par
not only meant it was party
Chri st mas, my father's colll €
Yes, as a kid, I think 1 | iKke

We had some interesting ¢
mander Stannard, who had rec:
toria Cross. He gave my si st
i mmedi ately named Stannard.
American army and navy offic:
bars. At that time the name
was just a chocol ate bar, re
t hat remains in my mind abou
was the first time dRedland Bervie
people with my hair c d@li ooupeion
Il "' d neveReldeafrar e.f | i3 i enf gderuirt €
I didn't | i ke either really.

At these parties there wo
singing.

One officer, a Lieutenant
ear , whi ch of course made hir
ty. There were | ots daferpat i
be an Bagd®vamnde Cl i fétEemefi Be v
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Ray Hunt

g the evening, Auntie FI o, W
uld sing, with my mother ac
o} Today, I find it strange
wed to stay wup until al | h ot
: I woul d have sent the Kkid:
ening. However, as we went
her ti mes, we were allowed
ons.

There always seemed to be a
ese parties which, consideri

s a bit of a mystery as to F

could have been the work o
nducted his business as thou

rationing. He killed ani ma
at was close to his property
rr- butchers to get their meat
on was based upon the number
em

This did 0

n
Anot her t hi
an open h

t seem to bother
ng that | enj oye
ou

S se .Wer weuer Ownr
en, al | with our.Adki faf &éerhardtd, s
fference between groups of
rrier between each group.

As one gets ol der the age b:

st remember these peopl e as
iends, aoMamy ©o6fiehdsfriendsh
at period have survived to t

Ot her than the short period

pl ace in Belfast, things we
uld spend our summer holiday
re |l ovel,agmbeaomédrets arcades a
onal summer. Myt dageo thleowsvoul d
rtrush for his summer hol i da
dteens he would go.with his o

When | was nine | l eft my el
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ered Methodist Coll eg®et ktdlaiyn
wa s wha't I n North America W
school, ana pwbIBiIr.¢c t®ac¢mool

Both Geoff and Thel mamweg &€
t welve hundredlowhét sewvdenf:
Geoff and | would be |l eaving
to school , Thel ma wasn't ever
t he same. Thehmal has never W o
punctuality!

The teachers at Met hody . a

One of the two Headmasters t
at the school al so wore a mor
in North America. The mal e t
the female teachers wore dr e
there does not appear to be ¢

We wore school uni forms ar
our school caps flat on our
head. Whil e teachers would di
mi sdemeanour s, it was mainly

sel ect efdo rsmex tsh to monitor al
fractions outside the cl assr

The nor mal puni shment fror
whacks on the backside wi.tlh
think i1f there was moretdies
woul d be | ess yoyuo udens ecrrviende .t ol
you we&rmheekiness, or any othe
was never tolerated. Smoking
cipline was enforced, and.lt
was simply a matter of I i vion
haviour for school chil dren,
todawher e everybody, incl udi |

| ooki ng ofigdt ttgshoeen'rt hear much
ities, just rights. At school we had Assembly every morning
i n the WhiAtellaena sHa, | | mb s t =aooufctht
for Thel ma! Dyutr h en gH eAassdsmeanebtl e r
read out the names and ages
old ghollklgd been killed recen
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Most of them were so young.
school the previous year
i n my mind. One day, or
cer Stonel ey. Hi s fath
ctor, was sitting on t
ow hard that .musthi mlav
t h

| f
of f
Dir

o] i ng brought it home
ty, that we really were |
on which these deaths we
the s@menbymarevebdb, WGeon- o
I hear t hat hymn today 1
to those solemn moments.

When my father was sent'sto
staff in the Mediterranean, so
our house stopped. Nobtutonsloy we
many of the interesting charac
past three years.

As a Sea Transport Officer,
up a port for normal operation
ated by .Oheealtheeport was set
on to the next one

I can't remember all the pol
I can r emeTmbneirs , a rSeoBiiszseer t a, Al
Legh.dmn Al gi ers he was sunk t wi
was Vvisiting a ship one mornir

V<O OO T S D

oo unaonm —~+Tunuo T

sank in the harbour. I n the a
pened again.
Our house i n Gal wally <cont

house for allymouhefraadd®auniMi
everybody mast wel come

They were both very | aid ba
fact, at ti mes | don'"t think t
were in the house. The pli aoan
still pi ctTulreel mad msa& gfirtiiemgd a't t
pl ayd axrggpa Mbenl| i ghda nSdo nsgl dare tr le -
after ther&l o wlimdrelbe ot her ' s f
Doctor Ilrvine), poubBaoadgwgeo gl et h
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Unfortunately, i fe at Gal
ses We weenrde walgi lasda rh o me wer
saf e, peopl e were getting
r.il v most instances it wpps:
me b yowtdiadn 'htadk rbeeen ki
u f sorry for them, as
oved one, It nor mgl |
942 it was to strike
Il ved the news that h
after Momdr ahilpadtheer
d in
t I

— O
<

t

D cC = —
BQ.(DCDDQJ('DO
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o —

t.He hmadli dree@c da
e .Sfhhrea pen ehla dw obuened
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He was finally rescued waf
urs in the warm waters of
a pwecd i &f many sail ors
i ¢ch, as in many similar C
e who could swim tired th
w the surface when their st
[ us how he hung on to on
her piece to frighten the
owing from his wounds, h e
was extremely lucky to be

After spending a | oDwgr htainme
entually recovered, and r e
en so severe that he was p
wever, sometime | ater he b

t

0

h

c

a
e

IO ~+*—OT s>
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<

T T
o

uld continue to add someth
naged get a Medi cal Boa
ich he did.

o O

t
sea, w
I think ese actions spea

p on he was. I al

I , S l'y spoken man, wi
kl e i i's eye.

I n the autumn of 1944 | de

cause it was highly contagi ol
Purdysburn Hospital

p of
n e
I

s o<

S5 o

t
g
t

I
a
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hospital, but it wé&soalgygomdot &
pital. To this day | hear t he
iwhi ch wing were yoaw in, or <car

The only reason | mention t}

thing happened to our .Tami dat @
and events have never di mmed

mot her and Auntie Flo used to
and Sunday. They could only st
because the patients were conf
was nearest the door.Osne Wedoels
day, my mot her was by herself,
FI o had been taken il and t ha

On the next Vv'iNsoivie mbSun dasyh el

t hat Auntie Flo had died on t|
visit, g' AiNuor vsednabye r 1944. I was
never had someone close to me
died, but | hardly knew him, a
old people died, but not Aunti
ol.dt was | ater determined t hat
|l eukemi a. As Uncl e David was a
were restricted, it was to be
heard t hat his wife had died.

Whi |l e it affected us al |
Thel ma. Two years wearlier she
Now she had | ost her mot her .
age, and an only child. She h
her mot her , because her father
i fe. Thi s mu st have de.wlasdtaitl
think of '"WNerveenberry 9

I was very keen on rugby an

i ntemeeststayed with .nhe hoaweer ntel
had any interest in ice hocke?
bal l (a strange name, seeing o0
bal |l ), s o, by | iving in Canada
of being deprived of the only

child, I spent much of my ti |
friends, playing cricket, ei th
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or

t h
t h
wa
t o
Wo
sc
ne
gi
Wi
| o
gr

up against t hief saldle eolf sa f

Of course, as | got ol der
ulated by playing on school teams.

Al t hough |1 joined the Boy
em for |l ong, because | f el
er e, was ti me | was | osing
s the same with music | ess
ok piano | essons, mai nly be
ogi e After about hal f a d
al es, so | managed to con
ver going to become a maes
ve it up . I now regret the
shes so easily, because |
ve to be able to play an i
ets, and it was all my own
Only in | ater years have
ought wup during those year
g chil d, I was all owed to ¢
. I don't mean | was spoil"
ndi ng. Luckily for me, it
gative effects (others may
ite easily have been a rec
tting a great deal of dire
uld have been because | W
ong with.

y Ndondo knowcall
ection either, bu

I think the same goes for

re troubGeowdakar snuch tidie
S in those days. I was al w
e change came when | went t
| Mea heard from other peop
oi It byl mgahat heany | saw, i

t she waspro¢ ®b@iemddyy mot her
aMg mot her was al ways conce
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to be what ehvleiddivgsoé ! t h
oiling, 1t was just a
orgotten.whlem Aateenye
S, she continmnaedinol o

was not
her fortie

ed in everything, until the da

We wer e great moviegoer s, 0
were called in Belfast. I can'
t hat we Ssaw movi es, but I r e ce

ni ght and withlmnAotheirenkFlgbt onl
you got your money' s wapritcht.@uw hees
There were always two feature

of coming attractions, and po-:¢
as thha ee Sdlbcocgaessi.onal |y you e\
or ga.nfihsetr e wer e none f-thbatee

b
compl exes that are around tod:
intoboddsehown the movi e then u:
guickly as possi bl e. I n those
able evening of entertainment.

At the start of 1945 the walil
We had the Germans on the run,
matter of time before it was a
rope was over, and by August t
after the dropping of atomic |
gasaki . Now our own world was
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Ray Hunt

Al t hough the warlO9wabs, ovtert obo
me f or the thousands of v ol
mobi brzedemobbed, as it .Mgs
ther's turn came I n the autu
bbed i n London, Sso we went o

I went with him to Wembl ey
demobcaeentreecall ever )
but | do remember the a
serviceman into a civili
to the nexon amel eichallg)
items thatyowerde®okoilndcket
person was given a su
sever al shirts, socks
were civilians again.
was a job

When we got back to Belfast

D

T XD OSSO O
O 0BV oO O

® 0" =

<

o
<

mot her had been told alread
France. As you can i magi ne,
ise to us. My mot her was to
sit with my father, to meet
eve (Gene) Le Bl anc, with wt
Ss

My f at her had met t his couj

r. I believe that t hey had
ver nment aT hgowenedi nme | ar ge
rthewemcBroin the foothills
e plan was to open this hou
r people recovering from | un
sis and .emphysema

It was very apparent when n
ris that she had grave doul
ne returned with . Imybelreweé st

s to meet us, the children.

It was <clear that my mot her
e might have been jeal ous. G
onde h-abpri fannoe Britisyg)far
[

n
i ck makewp aésrhdy was
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Perhaps | '"'m stressing thos
son my mother didn't l'i ke Ge
saw her when .IMafyibbres tmymeaenot henr
reasons. . don't know

Il " m notwbufel hoabout .bowa

sorry to | eave my fri.endwas a

playing folIX3thegbgderram, and

mendousl!l y. Buwa sl souppesde Ilof
Ihl

I
Gal warlhlay house had so many h

Unfortunately, with the deat
sad ¢tlitmes t he apslsaocca attheatwilt h
much happened there in the si
friendships originated there,
and Thel ma, contact with my
don't know why.

We al so had to say.lgooébye
what we did to Thel ma was wr

father was at sea, and in ef
was still at school | so she
unt i |l she finished her school

When she finished school,
her home at Coopers Lane.
cupylng her house, she was
king the to court.

My brother had finished hi
of fcedet in the ar my so he

t o
ocC
t a

I n early January 1947 we | ef't

We spent a few days in Pal
Naturally we did all the thi:i
i n Pari s. However, wha't I r
el se during my first Vi sit t

pl aqgues secured to pockmarke
the city. Each one of these
a member of the Resistance
Ger mans.

I n Paris we stayed in the
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Lazar e. |t wa s one of t hose
chandeliers everywhere.
| t mu st have cost a | ot to

t o cause any concern to my f at

We took the overnight Paris
destination was Montelimar, wh
Si x@ |l mck on t hat JWe uaayd w@morlr
amount of |l uggage, because, é
would be coming over to France
suitcases for some weeks. So t
mot her , Gene, Ail een and me,
pile of suitcases in the pitch
at Montel i mar rail way station,
Di eul efit. Il was not too I mpre

After -ah®linemg ride from Moni
on a rickety old bus, we were
of the village.

Some peopl e, I don't kKknow
aded a g cart with our b

b a
r own. M

d

h

\
i (
y father and Gene kn
t we di n't. I wi || never f
rough the village and down
emed mil es. It probably was
i's whole thing wasVNet onvealel yi i
range country, pushing a | uc
ow and cold to who knows whe
v

We finally arrived at our d

Bgewhat |l ooked to be a ve
de, the furniture also. | o
e was no heat, and we wer €
a
p

nun —~+~un —~+~oco —
>SS SCcCc o

ther) would have been del
and discovered that t hi
ight.wmafertunately, it was rea
of further troubl e ahead. The
parents, who were |ivingdhiedbn Pa
house, and there was no doubt

oOS< IS C

I

i
—
m
e
n
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me
ne
Mo
t h
ab

I have already given my i m
ver changed. | f anybthlkei nagt ei
t ween my father and my mot
d me what to do, whi ch wou

mo.tAhl esro , S would compl a
met hing or her that we di
cture enti y .

There were some gobdttimey
[ overshadowed by the b

He was wasgealtogoifstt,|
her and father were v
n that his father.Thwey
n a big farm.house cal

I would often walk to Les
e afternoon kicking

ds. Occasionally Ail
e wouldn't. | tI wkanse wa
my own age

I n those days my closest ¢
h 1 used to I|isten to th
and and Australia on the
happiness and joy of Gal
t

i me,nmyo rmoAtihheerenand me.

We were to stay in this ol
re waiting for Gene's PRPoas$
vtiad be renovated for us. I
t hough | had only seen it
arter ofy, ai mill eo.laevda | ov el

One day we went i nto Mont
nts for me to start school
ar est secchoonodla.r | was going
deyrwmlei ch woul d mean tr a
at rickety .Bus bhwnewash t
o.ut

Whil e both Aileen and | W €
uld not have compar edGetnoe t |

v el
Ohic
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Ray Hunt

s either interfering between
s completely ignoring her,
avens every time my mother
ought .was odd

Gene spoke a Ilittle English
st Fnench My father spoke gc
rsations with Gene were con
ich further isolated my moth
She was I|iving in this tota
e hated, which was bad enou
ve a husband who would not
man | iving in the same house

wi t h.Sder ipsuitorup with this f
e must have told my father t
ki ng us home

This situation had evolved |
0 ht .He whbk wuoubng. .HoweVdry,
d now commiet de d mioms élafv e
en he came.Sooutt hoef itdheea MNaf\
| escent home must have s
m. But why was he in the act

Gene and her husbandhewnddd
ed . Hé mhad no medi cal expert
SS experience. He was a sail
de
I

9
a
h
a

<so-c

rstand hi.8Wet thiadk ign ¢ eant ual It
fast. He had cu.Thli § utrine d u\
e, waiting to be movel
he most i mportant aspt

My mot her, Ail een and | carm
yed with my motmhedr'ver pioontl e
d, Archi e, had died a few Yy
youngesvhosova,s Royy age,. My i vi
t also had a maid, or fami/l
n i nEmma a&moedd neither reac
e up for that by her enthus
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.8he was known and | oved, n
he surrounding neighbour
e

h
t
p t hat had met her, i n
I

scoa
om<
S o

I
d
My aunt had a Tobacconi st
Lar khill Pl ace, We s t Der by.
wher e it was relatively sp
clothes that had accompani e
thing el seLwasalin Pozxt

As my cousin Roy was atter

a
d

School , it was arranged.Ilt hgauti
enjoyed it, but I wabndbnt ea
excel |l ed academl cyavlell Y, alilu tcmad vce
from th4SUsdE®e the Second EI
t wo games, WhICh was seen as
my age at the ti me

't was decided thatdiscéhbhol
Bel fvalsitl e my mother and Ail ece
poom. nbt sure why, or who ma

|l i ked both Methody and Bel f a
back.

My aunt in Belywawlkod WwWasnda
have a student aesnt vedoved & lhid & rh,i
in a house on tUref ocAntyurnidn ¢&Ro
new hwane not alhloped. hadforge
but after a few weeks my aul

stay there any | onger. My ne
my aunt and uncl e, and of C C
happy agai n.

Ol af and | had al ways got
tioned earlier that my own S
after we |l eft school, this w
been, and remains a very <c¢lo
We enjoyed ourselves. We Dbot
and would go to all the big ¢

I me t and made friends wit



4 8 Ray Hunt

great prankster and had a rea

particular incident | ended up
my cousin's sense ofebemuati al
not sure if it was actually K
around that ti me.

Ol af , his friend Sydney, ar
road not far from my aunt's hec
een, was smoking a cigarette,
his side. I t hought it woul d
wor ks which | had hidden i n my
paper on Sydney's <cigarette, |
not have been fun, but it was

As the firework was jumping
ad, |l turned to run from it,
rprised by the whole thing.
avy hand | anded on my shoul
w ! He had both Sydney and me
where to be seen, yet he hac

CcC ST oSwmw =
nu o d®C O

While the policeman was tak

dr esses, the firecracker was s

ich added a certain amount

I ng. I n the midst of this cl

ards us. Passing us, he | ook

ick nod and a, "Good Evening
were caught, the third was

After about two months | th
been forgotten, when an offici
ered to my uncle, who was now
moned to appear in court wi t h
charges of |l etting off firewo
because of his age, had to ap
Court on the same day.

My court appearance was a |
the court, a policemen cam
ad out the names of about a

- ~
® O
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acknowl edged t hei"Ktnhaare'ss, thhee
team, fdl |l oMheme my turn came,
ed guilty, .Dme mMa cpieshtarl &t e, I
a Major Mc Cal | um, gave me a
firewor ks, then fined me sev
costs, a total of approxi mat
fined about twice my fine, b
that an eighteen year ol d sh
bit unfortunate as hld wad drmr
t hat conviction on my app.lic:

Later that year my mother
fast to |ive. They had been
cil hionu slenni sfayl e Gardens, N
cle and aunabuvliiovuesdl y moved ir
cause it was only a short di
this did not cause any disru
ship.

It was during this period
school's Medal .INootn ornul gyb ywatse al
the team, clapwas nviode hlae meam
Captain of t he-c Dutnaxiers dfo tvh &
The foll owing yea-capt aviyth oalfls e
Bedel | . | was getting there,

This was al so thewswlhdode y
for my Junior School Certi fi
have to getrkdoggnohotwe acade
i fe

I don't recall many events
Geof f , who was-l newt ean asretc oinm
nal s, woul d come home. Hhen died

have too many of his old sct
mo s t of his close friends hact

Either because my f atdrerbe
cause | wanted to ,fbaot I went
Laval for my summer holiday
Le Manoir wedé ovasfiar meadaut i f
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house, and its name was wel | S
I got on better ,ailthoGghel't
never have | iked her. [ don't

bet ween my father and Gene wa
anything other than a busines:s

meet Jacqgues, Geemnewas halswaynsd a
veying

Anot her couple, the Cristalc
He was an artist, mai nly pott e
his wor k.

It certainly |l ooked very go

Gene with the running of the h
on my holi daysyot habeutwamy ao Wwr
had uffered wittas urbewadaeedsmcs ing
|t was very noticeable that h
from discussions | had with m
was one of the very fewerpahtadn

Whi lvwasl t here | phoned home
done in my JuniorTiBe hoeoews Cwasd i
so | now had that hurdle out o
to stay at school for another
Certificate, pbaybadtampgr hava
go to sea

I enjoyed that holiday. |t
ell ed so f_Anobkemyshl hg worthy
during that holi d&y thougH5Ilhead
had never | earned . t® Bamaoi el a
swi mmi ngOmpeowas i n working con
er one required extensive pl as
used again

I used to shoot snakibe, i'smhat

not gui te true. I woul d wal k
masonry | ying on the bottom of
any snakes wer e \Ilyfi nig fionu ntdh eo ns

shoot at22triwfiltd a
Unfortunately for me, t hey
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way than | was on the tr
idédénce the reasong mpr st
ut shootli ngl smakesed shoo
same resul t!

It was during this holida

cussed what I was going to o
keen on me goi ngwi,ntwhitchhe tRoo
ed | i ke a goodBiudeat raer & h evatsi
"gol l'y gee, what a great i dea
It was agreed that | would |
school

Northern Rrohente ol d ston
nk and red ,tainldead drecaoutsi,f wma
rLd Manoir was half way u
ew of the all ey anudBelha wealn
rt e hill, were +h
vV a i ng the church
t s of Malta in t
me ation it. was an
To me, the thing that | re
day was |lying inybnel 0§ béko
oir, and |l ooking up at the b
ed by the mountains, anyd tb eail
was all by mysel fwn Niorw, a maaryl
l ater, I realise | have al wa:
Day or i ght , I have a fasci
it's a | ear bl ue one, or.la
can sit back in a deck chair
am no | onger. in this world

By September I wals pbaascske da t
formation | had aboutyopoitmi |
housemaMrt.er Todd, ot he r@&®w e e ndeky
After a month or two he info
write the Dartmouth entrance

My fat hery uwasset v eorver this
bl amed the school f or .MHet mac
have been &ikghow. |l don
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Uncl e David, he@dahopetiat hat

follow in his footsteps, and g
chant Navy. Unfortunately,, Ol
which 1 mmediately disgwalsi fwiaed

terrible disappointment to Unc
't was probably about this

about going .todsda’'" mywaht to s
it only remained for Uncle Dav
did with great effect.

Because of his high profile
cl es, it wasn't too difficult
accepted as a prospective cade
fast. As there was a waiting

time before a vacancy occurr e
find me a place at Captain Bo
Met hody at Easter 1949, and st
the same ti me.
Captain Boyd's Nautical .Sch
effect, riotomwasxcha@aobnédouse o
oor of an office .PAnminledisngCat
Alhere were about 20 student s
oxi mately 30 years, to me an
eThe students were studying
nged from Master Foreign Goi
us the ywarsioxtdesenstill wai't

The day al ways started with

—vQ -~ =~ — 3>

I
f
d
p
a
r
p

flashing | ight and semaphore e
participated. This was foll ow
through his text books, on a ¢
Boyd.

Each student wor ked at his
Boyd being available to .Howi st

he kept wup the pace rEwmai npnssa
ten we would stop one subject

know how he could keep upThwi tfF
man was magic as well as being
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One day a Il etter arrived
the Marine SuperintHewdeands S
Head Line. I was to be inter\
I found to be a ver yHec ahnatda nske
as Master in sailing ships,
that he could have been a re
don't recall the content of
Anywa | must have been accept
to go home and tell my parent

't was with great exciteme
ed for my wuniform. When it
e back of my bedroom dooy,
d Needless to say | was \
riped | apel patches. But I
d sarcastic remarks from n
e advantage over me of h a
ount of time at sea.

They made a | oabout cnoemmemtt
ime I n uniform, and t h
ets .Bé6r ovlee ati sst ti me
ts took on a new meani
0 Navigation and its m
a new wWoAldstbpbpolmemy bes
ded to be English and Fre
graphy. I had been an ave
ng something | could real
at , Il was actually wusing m
e, whi ch | found reFoeshhan
me | was starting to enjoy
onometry, algebra .HSnudjeplysi adshat
enjoyed before.

Seamanship was a subject t
to me, because Uncle Davi d. h
He had taught me many Kknots
went to the school

I owe a | ot t o Unecl e Davi
| ear n
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ver bat i m-otnlee (tahti rtthye ti me) Rul

for PreventingxeaCol |Omsddmne s rave d
never to be forgotten even now
Finally a | etyth@emeanmistedcat
come to the Head Line Buil dincg
dentures as an apprentice for
Li nfehe indentures spelled out |
toyma over theDuUroiumg ymyarfsi r st
receive the princely sum of f
mont h, approxi mately nine doll
to increase annuyeadrd)y atntihée mac
woul d receive the sum of e«i-ght
mately 16 dollars! | was not g
Shortly after that, I recei
me to join the ss. Ramore Hea
t he'hlf2 October 1949, at the Po

that the ship woul dMone rseaaill i ng
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Pritor joining the Ramore Heac
e from the company with a |
hould take with me when | j o
eason that I couldn't xant di eorns
b
u
e

o =

out dungarees, wwrwk agleirasnee
reylwhwvoul d nbéedathHesaedya had w
eded vyjoolw,oo my. uni form

I n a state of excitemefht d- a
en apprehamnvshisondi sgui sedlwas b
riven down to ttnel PuDRBlherke Dol
o r geyans , was the pride, tolietRa-
ore Headooked hpm &Huwlclhhed shi
argest sheirp sleemaddiiase aup el at
&s hjhpgi ngylmendn bwyednt Whdefeor e

|l wvas al so théwéEthagelinp that
Master i n yYwaes ciggngad@n | ooked up
bl aarkn efl with the eanbtemt odr el
hand with three drops ,9b0peéerliomn
posed whnta .4hi dlodoked as thouc
newpai nt ed

The yhehri nd {elme iesmbone that
andi | lomeordefbat gedrogy t.d tcdme sai
wo br,athe'dsleOs Wesr,e cowmirrydgboat f r c
he ma,jhulnadmdeds ofThyebkads aggeed
he first onewltamwdtiuol udc hb etchoinse nke
hyeog <cl ose twmomnd hlerbesthlogres mart e
he opdawterhi s hawdhobit oadddr
hw et a sthhouwse ,becomi ng the f
nevaanédand securinlgnhgis title as

Whil e it i's ay, torttereersd i tnlyge |
been a topicy eoar slebat et her
tt he quest,iwvasa beinmhgs | eft h
d? wefrehehagtded he vawoubkdd hta
d to cut off icki sv.e8Sromstedt ihmend ,
wn
r

t
t
t
t
t
t

as handr iagnhdt ot her thamds
efdaaregumentt go on forever

qH0 o> C =~
OSSO 9 T

S
(-1
n
n
(0]
e
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Uncl ei dal eft me at t hevayb o

beause afhteewoudld it | ook i f |
my udenchol dyihmghdmianrgn i boar d 6tor
ti mevasowa seamabeit a sl iwgeht

oneAs | cl i mbed up way h e hgalngt he
t houagfh wiwatt d happé&n liifkel 1Thfebr
toughwas owdi smi ssed mi ndima dwmo t
pieces of AbhagbydN&o r gen canva
caswh,ich my f a¢thmemenjdhdt gal sea
bag!

't red quin iigs up tvwagt @ agyEhta gns
t o

0 n oabd. Whle ng o't the top of

t hat my brand new uniform w:
dust The ship was di scharg
through |l ong tubes, which we)
holds, and the dust was ever)

Someone about my own age a

saiffou must be tdvehincehw wcaasd eft
servant of hi m, seeing | wmas
couldn't figure oubewhoséhhs
scruffy wo r,kcionvger edotihnesgr ai n
was wearing a wuniformm cbaep.ag <
not dresseld Waskewt bmag, he wa
hi msel f as,afmdankeBe fitel ped me
to the cadet s’ accommodati on.

I n t heobneasdetls was to meet
peopl e, Frank Sad]/laenrd, Jtohee Psaesr

My three coll eagues were. a
Frank Sadler was from County
Dun Laoghaire, and Joe Pa,s k

County Wexford.

Frank Sadler took me to me
man StMgrKirst i mpressions of
He was a smal/l, fat man of a
the bumptious attitude somet.i
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smal | me n . I waus t Baer heowhasr
crude and spiteful, a man .of
Hi s first wo,rCGdést toautmeofwetrheat ur
scrubbing out .t&e mwheWVehlocuosnee
aboawnd

This was my first |job alst a
was to happen many ti mesSoaneer
time duringétpgeeddaenwda,ip' s ari
v tasks weSwar & gh‘aendlay
ten interrupted by the r e
the 'shear peommonl y kd@lbiw
cure and batten down ha
| ast grains of wheat to

That day, we seemed to have

arious

things in such a short time th
that afternoon we battened doyv
by to sail Frank Best and | \
of the ship for sailing, under
ficer, Mr . Cyril Pringle. He
wastPA bi g, bl uff man with a gr
twinkle in his eye. Since thos
at ti mes. He i s now a -fgovoed yfera
after | first met him.

Sam McBroammpt hh@wanerr,esponsi
Mr . Pringle for taking charge
dets who handled the ropes and
they were slipped of f.Salme whesl |
gruff elderly mbeatwen hf ac eve awl
as though he had spent.Hae Hhuwudd

spent his whole |ife there, an
know about being a seaman. Hi
spi kes. He taught me a great ¢
always giving the 1 mpression t

gr udg,iamngdl yt hat you were wast.i.|
woul d never make a seaman anyw
that he could teach you someth
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I met many an old sailor |

It was Just my |l uck to .ha
That was th period between f
and evd&mnifogt unaStealryk, hMrd t hat
regul ar basi s, so it ywWwas srotd
seat was to get worse.

Af ter we cleared Bel fast I

and, "strédam tklheew ovhat was r
had read about It at the nauvu
how to accomplish it

When | wtemda ladg cl ock and
attached to the top of the bt
been. It all LAloked ~NRadyt si di
a coil of rope (called the |
to the governor, and then th
over t.he side

The other end of the coil
, whi ch would cause the |
rn the mechanism in the cl
wer e travelling t hr ough
raightforward.

Wh a t I didn't know was 't ha
sed to be flaked up and do\
ul dé& three abtned ,pr event kinks. a
at i s where | r.Bnjustohaoke
to the governor and then
ul dn't beli eve what was .ha
d never seen such a mess

With the |l ine spinning unc
before the coil of l' i ne was
| oops and knots forming in t
round unde the control of
was

t

S

ws ~ -

>0 0 40T
Q0 5 300

|
I
erribl e, and of C

r t
t c
he water at fifteen
train, which only ¢

-

C
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I really didn't .konoWwSavd aMc Broo «

appeaHedcoul dn't stop |l aughi nc
saw as a |l ot | ess . humorous tha

He told me he had never s e
me s s. However, as the great s
the rescue. It took us some ti
stream it correctly, and by ¢ttt
was working just the.lwanyevietr wrme

t hat mistake again

My next pr wibtlhe mMMmwasSt ar k. S
l og should have taken about t
hard to explain why I had t ake

i mpressed.
The cadet s

accommowvba tsil-cere pc

ing cabism®wer and toilet, and
areWe weresponsible for eping
shared a cabin with Joe Paski
couldn't wait to get to bed, t
my first day at sea.

"Seven bells,"” was the next
was calling me from -bhidretey isr
mor ning. I had to be on the
wat.éclmank put a steaming mug of
was stil/l trying to wake wup al
new surroundings. |l found out
mug in your hands was done to
awaklef you fell asl eep agai n,
when you spilt your tea, hence
your relief got .ht swomougedn hi s

The watches were arranged

watch for four hour s, t hen an
(but you worked during the day
ot her four hours on watch. Thi
on the four to eight o'clock i
about to start, I woul d al so
during the evening as well . It
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tchkeepers who were on the
four watches. The fourth
ich meant that he did not
een seven in the morning a
so acted as our messman, al
g our accommodation cl ean
e galley. We would rotate
e outward and homeward pas:s

A cadet would spend his f¢
e -thaoyl i ght urs on the op
rdless of weat her . Hi s
rting any seen to t

bridge mess Dependi
mo s t mi s e four hou

On a dirty i ght, when
d was for the clock to

near the end of your v
ng téared heowerst ual |y
ng on the mate on
e able to I eave th
enjoy the heat of
a mug of tea

t6s evenohbrelhlasl f an hour bef
o end, you would go down to
our own. The nor mal practic
o remain on watch until bot
ief arrived on the bridge.

ere | ate in leaving. Hence
h
0
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eir hands, whil e they were
wakke peopn a hurry.

Thést hour of the morning
cated to scrubbing the wheel
take a great wdaelkiglgt t hr ough
covered in soapy water and t
just scrubbed. He seemed t o ¢
i.He was that type of man.
du

't was ring those early
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that | first started tovenakel a
cating planets, stars and the
were magi c, CSisrtious,, Pwddaux Al d

rus, Capella, andwaulmd | Uds e® ns tma
ers to direct me to different
year s, but | made a point of s
could |l ocate and name most of
various constellations, not f
Oriom, the Constipation of O' B
known

Not only was stargazing int.
the boredom of four hours by
bridge I found it fascinati ng
things as the star Al dabaran
away and that it gave off over
the | ight that the sun did. E\
t hose.lftagtusst shows how insigni

During those four l onely hc

e bridge there was
Someti mes h e mat e on wat ch

wheel house and hayluta ncchtatt hwa tt
think one of the subjects that
what you would do i f you won t

Earning four pounds five sh
l ars in those days) the though
pounds gave you a | ot of Il atit
in my mind over the year s!

night on th
t

The weather at sea during m
It took about five and a halff
the north of l reland to Belle
foundl and. The remaining two a
inl and waters. My first trip
| ouTshewe at her was waamd aintd ved s afr
ing seeing al/l the villages o
domi nated by t hw thhu ghei gchh usrpcihrees:
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We woul d, i n most cases, S
car go.

Therefore, on the way acrc
woul d work ywint rer€@kctppg shift
hol.dshhese were heavy wooden
erected from the bottom to tI
ed a temp,awrharcyh walelvented t he
from side to sidgaegelhesagwar &
boar ds, and in a rough sea t
but it had to be done.

We spent veabgati nf iMontr eal

and fOmuour time off in the ¢
n't dutfyoyretvlergay) , the cade
and in fac¢twamostto pyoor ttso t he 1
second night, foll owed byhan
back to the ship. The remai nc
spent going to the Mission t
movi es. It was just a place
round trips |l asting about t hi
dol Il ars atmgmt vediydhh ar i n Ca

While in pywatdi fefaecrhe dta c ad

gangway watch durinfhitdei fayl
ing in uniform, standing at
acting as a glNowfliedkndwo mwrha
have a uniform! You were als
bl es off.Hbwe dshiypu recogni z
among a hundred or so |l ongsl
mai ned on boar d i n case y.ou

Christmas Day and gangway du
wore your.OmniCheonmymase Dadet
O nvotteede at with other of fi ce

mai n Dini n@t hSal otoman t hat, W
me s. s | was now beginning t
fell ow students at Captain E
when they said | was better

why the | etter from the comp

heavy sweaters.
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l't soon became very apparent
cheap form foft haeabeuwas some ex
was much cheaper to get the ¢
paying sail.drshaavenrot iaonej ecti on

k what | resented more t he

t hin
only wvery |limited training 1in
There wasgnegeybh@mmmal I .iYsotur uhcatdi
toyoal the second or third mat
pects of whaevn gpou ower e on .wat
Ot her wi se, you were expected t
things up on the |job, or i n y
fairly. mini mal
Whil e those were the negati
positive ones far outweighed t
starting to see the wposrdcdyr ea nfe
ture ahead of me . I n addition,
working with the saWeorad sand o
very well with two of the thre
Coming home at the end of m
l'y six weeks, | was | ooked wupo
friends who were stildl at sch
sure | secr etMoys tr eovfe | tehde itni met
five or six day
' occasionally d
- the remainder o
- and flour L n
Then weaeld star:t
cycle all over
this time it W0
Lver pool to Mont
next trip

November,
what was
full At | ¢
seen movi e
in gal es
canes, but nothing ever pr-epar
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ss during this trip. I n t he
rience similar situations,
her . It doesn't matter whet
voyage, or the hundrefdesur
ars | '"ve spent at sea, i n
ing, the tremendbusapowert e
t it has to be experienced

On that particular voyage

e bridge about 50 feet abo:
nt hei gt ooéyabdiivei ng, an
iling seas above my head, \
g your face and totally ob:c
me thundering down on the
rs, j ust |l i ke you woul g ottt
ddt,owed aft, just disappear
I have never been afraid o
eated it with the utmost r
a seaworthy ship, taking

ons, you wi || come through
ecautions you wil/ reduce

e sea I s v.ery unforgiving

We wer et ofver three days,

und a cour se, cruising at
uld ride out the storm, an

ni mBimeep was .iTnmpeo sbsa btl et h a1
ped for was to be able to
t roll out

It was during this trip t|
d | asMhetni peeopl e say that t

they | ive or die when the
emt i s a t eWhraitb|deo efsene'lti nhge |
i émeawse | in your condition,
ntaining th sghape ¢fusa 8
uding fatty pork, pea soup
nts, to .Yauterbedsimdst admi!
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| ar epi sodes, i n an effort
! It didn't seem to work f
Ot her than the bad weather,
il nomvont wmeal d wbare a cab
e, I fty cents each, go
n back to the ship.
the evening, for .the
a bit of money to
' remember the de
el se sAsesmsyt onsoa
c k on t o t he r
, they were verAt muhcaht stoiungd
ave girlfriend, Sso my mother
ucky recipients

Nor mal |l vy, because of t he (gt
her Liverpool or Belfast we
days | eave between trips.
t s,loesd wmepon any port other
ign port.

We welde tthat our next tri,p w
and that we would be [|Boaaldtiinngor
and toba&oaod MV k motwh et e t oth ehrer
Be/who | nNewl Yar&khree hour trai
Baimor e, tim akeddt hkhg wiete back
that he was wri,askhgngoht mei Masb
and vi Bni tNelwi,wWhirlke t he shi mowa :
He woul d al sdtickred!l d o leanhdredrin t tol
MastWirt h thi sginhthdrofpf starte
for. me

When you travelled to Canad
mentrafsonal | pox vaati natitohne St
wasAs adliclh had never .FPeenswomec.i
known reason my motheAs navees.
had a&dablteeridaaitho devel oped a hig
fact, Ithheed saylmpt olme.x of s mal

Il was i n my bunk faodr mywoaror
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f elkidead. Sl owlybUtrécwvehed t
er had me vaccinated as a ¢c¢hi

This trip we were toTé&psenada
the day we got dressed up 1in
mas dinne®iwi Btplyshef fi cers .ar
Ody Christmas dinner mind you
been too much democracy beincg

<

One embarrassing and humil
ps were allodvedi hotlyge &t a
s, was a medical i nspect
n the pilot boarded the s
was accompanied by an i mm
Irt was t'sh et adsokc ttoor ivragd e qtartt
e woornee by one. He was suppo
igns ofldvegbdseal found it I
chécd sailors and cadet s, an
seng®©bsyi ouswgr @ hiepmmune from
eases!

Once we were alongsi,wdol tp
me t hat he had written to th
ticket to New York

That was on a Samdalye acmou ;e
he gangway dutyt tdat awgy |un
a.y

Sundays wer e maosr maol Icya roguoi en
ed that day, so ,butwaosmat i me
dutTyhat afternoon | had a sn
come on board a.sSkiantg ttooo ks ehe 1
Stark's cabi n, andokihyckeddi:
was taking an afternoon nap

I told him he hadhartvligi ta

t
d

visitor |l eft the ship, Mr . S
temper, yelling and shouting
He then told me that the Mas
et s, but t hat I could forget
was to have my | eave stopped
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vi.sTihti s was all because | had
on a Sundaylwakkeyndosappointed
in keeping 'witlertsbeamany. It
mont hs before | was to meet my

the ship went to New York
Most merchant ships on a re

carry up to twAhyempressengersw
that you had tdeocaer t ha ddagi a
t wel ve Many of the passenger
from the UK who wer e.Monsitgroaft itr
did not have a job to go to. |
i n Montreal at the YMCA or YW
the ship | eft Canada, five day

Such was the job market i n
Many worked in the Montreal ar

enough to move to ot®erteaot:t
some months after a husband ha
O come out with us t
I

woul d al s
was established. Ot her passenc
trip with us, usually in summ

Canadian passengers who would
UKspend a month therwtht  uesn omn
next. trip

During the wwhhmeémr wendoogtetd nup
Montreal, becauselLaWwreheei cwei
nor mal | go to Saint John, N e\
sional | we would go to the St

My first winter w¥ssah erppé&Sra

I
y
y

t hat stuck i n ny hnaidn db efeonr uyseead
winters of windputcobdhi ngwl dE
cold of the Saint John watertf
Street, after getting off the
back to the ship.

Except f orwet heen j oyledl $a@aii mt y
due to some friends of Buahknl
The entire Rigby family was ex
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made us feel very much at hor
|l i ke family by these genui nel
Whil e we would normally re

with our car go, wood cda sgioo neaQ i @ w

trip toOKrlkns Bted f ast or Liver
di scharged by | arge suckers
covered my new uniform with ¢
I n Cork we were met on t-threa\yrm
carts, and dozens of men wit
Where it would normally have
charge el sewher e, it t ook ,uUs
sling and transport by horse

We were berthed on a main
ength of i1it. This made it Ve
rs at ti mes.

was not uncommon to see
ed a horse with a handf
was up to his ankl es i
his way along the hor s
est pub, and then he@l wows:
for an hour or two.

k was also the only pl &
s coming in from the

night dance woul d wlt
or around the dancir
f the hall. Cork was

Frank Sadl er | edl t bedre Sher
months to go as uncertificat
comp@&nysmall eHe swwaps relieved
Mc Dowel I, from Banbridge, whc
got t hneammei coki Mc Gi nty. He was
er was on one o.fFrawmik ®d@telser bs
senior cadet.

Joe Paskins was a pleasant
was al ways scheming, and did
up our food, which was alreac
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which was only about thirty f
was &@oeteurn to act as messman,
uncommon for him, when he was
take food off one or two of ¢tF
| f qQquestioned about the unequ:
woul d invariabl ¥y sreoy |timgt htalde
food to move from one plate to

I havementi oned the engineer
Second Engineer ate in the ma
rest of the offiBlewevand phsese
juni or engineers ate in their
could never wunderstand this. C
antilork test when they wrote t1l
tificate that qualified them t

The Chief Engineer was a po
ual, who cared only for himself. One day i n heavy
of the junior engineers who wa
winch, was hit by a | arge wave
bul war ks. It threw him around
his head, arms and | egs on thi
ment. He could quite easily ha

Badly shaken, he went up to

and colletThehCmsef f happened 1t c
ti me, so he told him wh&t omdd
comment Awahso,pe @$ou odiedmny t oo
si de.

One thing that | encounter e

|l i ke Norfolk asThaeeovermothrctc
about a sigWwhithegs 60f§agckoyu.r se t h
1950, or 1951 and that's the v
alive and well and | iving 1in
t hat you dr aWhibwoeude odf tthlkee wat
when you went to the movies. T
|l et s was strange really, becat
they were called at the ti me)
water fountain any more than
oureds t o Whsada tthei rcol our eds we
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t to choose, and not be
k out of .

Another thing I had to con
ng onA blusesmay have had ma
e front, or white section
S
c

-
S5 O

full and standing room o
epted it, because that was

n France, my father had f
| escent home idea was'tnatha
S not a good idea. It was
e war i n Europe had only I
nture started. Peopl e just
[
e

ngs that wer e-tsvoery eag sf rlial
area again, to find seve
riving. It was just a matt e

With the business in Franc
me to Northern Ilreland, an
ew, the sea. He joined a
ich had their ships regist
e Wy lwdi sits to Belfast bet

th his, so | was never to
saw him when | was on holic
Thel ma's father, llUnatl es eDaa.v
w sailing with the Canadi
ich ran from the UK to the
milar run to our own. | c dira<
inly not since | had been
i p, the Beaverl ake, coming
e him, and we had a good I ¢
g to the movies, but he sa
ver.lwiemtas nevertheless. goo
He was such a kind, gentl e
3 January 1951, he died c

ving renal sulfbel pna HKHeaedwae\
rr- mot her and her father by
e
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I spent two years on the Ra
complaint about those two yeal
was with the part of the world

North Atlantic. I made twenty
bad weather in the winter, an
Banks in the spring and summer
and | had good shipmatesamoWg |

t he osf,f ibcue surMemek ware wtielnl
|l ef t

| n pSember,l19%W®m1ls tr ansf .eburned
morHead was neoaw sl 8ol d.

EFETIF A& TEN DL R
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Chapter 5

Jeeps & Small Ships

§5 Dunmore Head
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The Dunmore Head was a much

Ramore Head. It had been buil
War i n the Great Lakes. Beca
smal | enough to sail out of t
into the open ocean. As with
ships, many of these ships wer
of the war. They weredgiefpsn t
The Head Line used these st
great advant age. T h@ g # Iih rabe rbse
Some companies converted them
oHfli red boilers but not the He:
Their nor mal run was to | oad
charge it in Denmar k. Once t
hol ds were swept out and hose
cour se. This was done while t
den or Finland to | oad ti mber
I i ght, and i1 deally shaped for
woul d carry the timber stacke:
|l evel with the bridge, once th

't was not an uncommon si gh
with a timber deck cargo comi:
one side or therathgrshi pAs bul
oil that was contained in tank
it would re&@ustetabihlei tsyh,j pbecaus
ing taken away from | ow down |
top heavy. This would make th
a new stable waterplane area,
could be further exacerbated
over the deck cargo. Because
a considerable amount of waterl
and making the previous condi't
ous

By retaining t he origi nal
burner, the above situations
coal bunkers wer e ditwenweend dhe cgkhs
as such the coal was al ways be
wards the stokehold, where the
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As you burned fuel, @& hstsa bmela
al ways i mproving. These shi
which they were being used.
|l ecture in this chapter.

I codul dat away from the n
Star k, & ooImaer brot her , was |
Head. Whil e he had many of
brot her , he was not the vVvici:
er was. The Mate was Cyril
Second Mate in the Ramore Heze

There were only two <cadet
Shaw Hedtdkee®t her cadet, was
friendl.WNopdénsagnworried him,
friends

I was now seeing many new
and northern Europe. We woul c
a small vill age near Edi nbur
dom of Fife 't didn'"t take
first thing in the morning Yy
evening. | f we man,avgee dvotud dg at
en masse to t,[eheneBarriegd tT apvuebr n
w

Ther e e would spend the

pints and -davgang St aml ey St ar
| wounéfedom The Brig because |
and obnoxious! |l visited the
told them that the [ ast drin
erl didn't have to buy a drin

When you were | oading coal
you tried to seal your <cabin
dust particles woul d get i n
woul dn'"t be obvious wunti/l y 0L
i n, only to notice that t he
where it .lhtadewemrngot into t he
your l.d ¢ Kk ewassy da r t y. Nceaerdgoe s s t

cleaning the holds was not a
The homeward bound cargo f
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was al ways someWéobmooghtwobdc
thing from drteos speidt WMgurnebpssrn = b r o
back telegraph pol ©@nefgmaom aoplt

Russi a. Onega was a town tota
wal | around it, t lol tk eneaps oau tv etr
t own, but we were stilllnntvhe
evening we woul d-lw&tec b atlHe tg az
only entertainment in town), i
watch Amazon women with bulglr
graph poles around just as th
Definitely a town of contrasts

I enjoyed | ife in the Dunmo
in a small ship with a smal/|
Years |l ater |1 think that it ma
decision to go.0innttdh ad u bsmamrei nseus
day whil e we were i nprCoapsd,i fIf ko
a book @®@mé |l efd, our &Sutb maraistnteesn
an vwad d Young, Commander , RNVR
war , had beemia polbkisher h its
hi s i fe i n commawa@as oft he ulbmsa
single factor in interesting m

After reading theubook wedr-wao g
thralled byl smémtairomed earl i er
ager at school I had no burnin

But after reading that book

out of my mind. |t it a fire
gui shed. When I r e aldi ttthlaet dbiodo
t hat I woul d actualclay e me édte,c 0 a
good friend of one Lieutenant
tioned in the book, but more o

that same book on mhaowvboekshedtgéa
am getting ahead of mysel f.

When we weren't on the nor
woul d occasionally make a trig
joyed these trips particularly
finally get away from the roug
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a
a
o

ey short winter da)
t !

down the coast of
rly enjoyabl e, usi ng [

f white houses that v
I 1y, before enterin
e to Tarif a, and th

For me, there has al ways b
d excitement when you were
the sighting of a specifi
er | ost t hat f l ing of e
, almost willin he obj ec
horizon. You kne t hat wt
ntually appear, but there
excitement, whiThe yRac kwe
|l tar was an i deal

shape. Littl e i

woul d become in the futur

t was about this time t he
ntries were flexing their
e. I n Sousse, near Tuni s,
sound of smal | arms fire
se to the main square of

The Casbah, or the Arahb
t al ways started. Occasi o
tinued throughout the day
y peopl e, as we continued
any interruption.

A curfew had been i mposed
orities, but It di dn't ef f
me French Foreign Legionna
ey had invited us to go as
wn (bars) that evening. So
r to the other with an es:
i res, not the sort of peopl

upset. It was just one of

pl ace f
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periences that happened to m
Iy, on the way down to the
to Lisbon to .lbadvasoalarbuehk
st basic fashiohtl whavéoade:
sembly |l ine arrangement, onl
me n . Women would walk wup on
skets of <coal on their head,
r hatch, and then go down a
ot her fulll basket. This proc
r bunkers.

Years | ater, wd B-a Psl o nwea nyt ceudn
v al engineer s, who were wax
w gas turbines and cruise di
ey knew abouhi pcso.al Dubruirnnge rt hse
ally foll owed that question
, when | was a cadet, we WwWc
space down t¥ou heouwsltdkeelh
I r eyes, I must have been ¢
ught, because | was only on
effect | was

It was sometime during
ad that we heard about t
mor e .Heade were various
ath, bythathewas orhe most
wing one. The story goes
i nt around the radar ant ennc:
eaming up th thewwermdt é e
t ed Stark sta t he radar
sThe man f el deat h a
ting antenna.

This apparently pl &ayend nan s
X t toroi on t hwr ewnacye ,u pwhtihe S
tch, h l eft the bri.dMhent & ec
dn' t return the cadet on wat
s turned round and a | ong se
s assumed that he hat
e was stild/l depressed
of a sailor during t

oM - sco

;
cc.dgs
cause
e dea
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re many people who did not
rman Stark was a hat.&dd mam.
smal | cargo ship with vetyi
ry easy to throw somebody
en it .Wasrdawhs a strong s
set someone once too ofHiem
dy was never found, so the

One of the things that the
i or cadets and appoint the
o their fourth year. Whi |
e befor eyosurt tSenogo nfdorMatiet
not done for thay rTehaesyo m
to pay a cert i cateedgh’
ds a mont h, w h eas an
only be paid f teen pol
fteen pounds mont h w;
pounds | woul. &veerylwady

O Z s
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i f
er

i f
t a
t
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QT DO YISO

n
t
c
S
Ve
un
e d
d, & ti
gh
(VAY
I wasmransferredl hsetaadi hk
hird Mate of t he Dunmore He
pproxi mately three years af
own my | apel patches and hac
nstead. As Third Mate | kK ey
i ght and twelve, both morni
nyead vhgating. the ship

It was much more interest.]
coast, with its tides, |l i ght
five or six days on a North
casional si ght s(eveh etnh ey osuu nc oout
Because we didn't have radar
ples of navigation, which wer
companies, whdathe halde autpr oni ¢

The Third Mate on entering
l i ke -mamaed. He took the whe
he operated the telegraphs,
manned the phone to the engir

® D® QD -
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was part of the wvastly overcr
ship, I often felt l'i ke telldi
bridge of the Dunmore Head, b
think they would have believed

Once, | eaving Dublin, the M
drunk as we sailed. Cyril Pri
Master, remained on the Bridg
on-mawmand, I was supposed to

speed orders from the Master.
have been aground within minut
was solved by the Master shou
the Mate whispering the <corre
Dublin safely, and Stanley St
had made another successful de

I n Londonderry one day | r e
mot her telling me that she had
t hat he would not bAf tceormihneg hhao
back to sea, he spent a | ot of
trafometi me during this period

job as a Superintendent Stevec
The | ast thing | had heard fr
wanted her to come out to joirct
shock to receive this letter
mi nd, and that he didn't want
he coming home

I managed to get a few days

dreadfully wupset. Al t hough she
time with him since the beginn
still l oved him

I remai ned I n the Dunmor e
when | was told that I was to
Wh o , or what was the Delgany?
after headlands around I rel and

The Besl gany was a ship owne
Dublin that was a subsidiary

h
Murphy. They needad & TWhisrdeMa
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from a hesotl unft erearns .
The ship itself hatdwdrteine

nagw se it was about the sam
The officers’ cabins had beat
carried passengers during it ¢
We were stildl carrying pas
|l east, warm bodi es. Our car gt
cattle that wer &dnt owebwi tum | tolae
as their final destination.
hair, as the shipper could p
of the hair, before he shippe
The people who | oaded thes
ment with the union that req!l
imals,@ o | ook afterl|lthalsowmefta

remained on board for t he r ¢
not hi ngexXxoe pdto get drunk and
Ant wemRptor.mdarmact wh aaa sh atphpaet
company paid these men their

they did not make wabeewnoyage
than have them diTsedyptdb etlhoen gve
gang in Dubl @&mj mahlolCrmelygt hreew
were on to a good thing.

The round trip was f,tadmnD
Rotterdam, Cork and back to
days ,butaltlhe experience of t
the English Channel, with it:

fic, was .BywvAugabhawuiorrg@ met

mum sea time requirements to
Certi,ii caatm® shore and starte
Techni cal Coll ege.
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Belfast Technical College
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Change Of Scene
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I was now a student agai n,
ture one.

As part of the company's ag
company was bound to pay you
study for your S e deo,n dioirMédaed ', is t

was usually referrededwas Sa uld
more structured than it had be
School, but not necessarily an

I have not menti oned arnmyatth isr
for a very good reaeoncefbher el

steady one. I had gone out wi
home in Belfast, and in other
call dating any girls when |
mainly because it was too exp:
t hat .Foirmesome months | had bee
l ris Cregan, who worked in thi

probably the first girl that I
Being at home f or a couple of
chance for us to see how compa

l't's not that I was an extr e
have stated earlier buat I :
find anything we did du
ult in any way. So after
ere were thmweetpant £ X a Mm:
d gnal s. You could sit on
u could do them.ldébwewadr t hief s
o .
e

~ 0 0O Q
- =

m one at a time you paid e;
ap, |l chose to do the | ot,

Obtaining this qualificatio
ee ung | adder to he top
e of Competency, Foreic
I e down, two t go. I r
hs sea time | before
gt. hiTshiwa
ned on t
O years.

edirays Gsre nr

0O *T< o
> 350 S5 —

r
at e
. On
mo nt
i cat e, the next r
e spent at sea, S i
etimes take over t

With the ink harddloM

nw DO — —
(o OB -

r t
f y
a o]
n n
f un
m g
m w

k



A Simple Sailor 85

(7]
O I3 O

(@)
cwm

mu
CcC a
my
er

the ss. Rathlin Head for
i p in the company, and was
tely it went downhill from
I n December 1953 | was Ppos
Third Mat e, the ol dest s h
it i n 1936, and | ooked eve
I spea@at mbnt hs I n that shirg

atawroeut my ti me jwa st hteh aTtoriri
ing to Saint John for tShe
nnalnd then Norfolk and Ba
avoided the terrible cold

Luckily for me | was home
el ma was to be married to
, called Ernie Thompson.

I had never me t him before
my other sister, l ri s, a
I ng. I remember t hat I ri
| was ybsheEmrniseawast man,
d other male invitees, |
a wer e mar r i-eav eonnt ht hoef

e
d
e

n
m

o1 D
- Do oca->s

I was during my time in t
sel f whet her I really wan-
ar s, making ten voyages a
hospitable oceans in the v
sewwdreee | might enjoy mor
decided to | ook for better

I |l eft the Head.|lLihmaed inm Ay
th the.Thempamyd some ar chai
ny oth
d h a

er . Cloenpamaeésal ways t

I d made some good frie

The next five months | Sp e
ch. " m not sure why 1,bteco
use It was notl |w&s Imevitmg c
mot her and sister, and whi

ysbppl ementing the all owanc
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my father, I stillyisreemedpd ok
couldn't decide which shipping
Al l I knew was, I wanted sun!
One day, in the 1 ocal newsp
about a man who had bought a
in lIlreland, and that he was | o
to New Zkeld aindlea attracted me,
care of the newspaper, of feri
surprise, a ,dewabdays ¢éhagltr o' cC
i ng, mywakog hmeg t o say that the
front door llotokwag floe Gapt ai n
boat, wantimgntedkbhbw | bbbl

Over a cup of tea hengaVéeemm

was a case of wourlkiwas nmyo pgaests
and inlrevtowdmd navigate theéfboe
had been guaranteed my passage
l' i ke a shot, but I didn"t fan
beach in New Zeal and, with poc
luctantl vy, I tufhed€vodobdnhhve
esting, but i f I had accepted
haes been writing this now, at
to tell

|l finally decided to write =
been an oltohy ffaehdr o$, and was
Marine Superintendent of T ani
taken over Rankin and Gil mor e,

had been with-fiaboyeatweetiyl i
knowndaes, of f at a dbde coanues eo fo fl et:
white stripes on either side
mar ki ngs. They wedlwen qarlys oH&rnroiwa

Ni cknames for shipping comp.
those derogatory terms did not

Captain Stocks | checked out v
ships visited. Their nor mal V C
ths duration, mai nly t

f our mo n
We st Il ndi es and Gul f of Me X i
enough for mel!
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Unf ortunately, it didn"t h
far as |lris was concerned. S
had become, whnigcahgeidn r etr ospe
thing for both of wus to do. I
sounded | i ke a good idea, anct
i ng it Exactly the type of
engaged! Anyway, the i1 dea of
down too well with half our
gagement .amicably

I we nt over to Liverpool f
Stocks at the company's od¢d¢ a-
sionally called Misery Chamb:

The Harrison Line ships were
fessions, and | subsequently
gow bBep®Ptember 1954, as Th

i rd

The Spelabkeelrow) was a Liber
many t hat had been built du
basic i n desig

functional . Th

I ng warehouses
n o pretence at
and good | ooks
been built i n
States for one
one pur pose o n
supplies cross the Atlantic

make one trip across the At
they were seen as cost effect

The ships were very sl ow,
en knot s. because of t hei
he ocean in front of t h

The Speaker was undergoin
on Clydsthaw& Richardson, t h
affabl e man.

The Chief@aOfadicelrnst on, w a
pl easant man, but | didn"t tfF

s
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was | iving on board while we \
had been a painter, whi ch | a !
an artist. Wrong! She painted

My first trip with the Spea
hough | had been at sea for o
al l new to me.

OQur first IsaopPavamansi hm he Carl
| ands, otno ftueel e We then had a
ban, i n facteiigthtt odoaky st wernotny L i
ban. That was more time than i
the Head Line

When we crossed the equator

saw my first al batross. Wh a't
t weffwet wing span it seemed t
above the waves by inches, wi
its Mihnegys were so gracef ul An c
fer.8vnt | e | had seen quite a f
never seen them keep station
out of the ship's bolevwav.e tf aid

There is a world of differei
tropics to ploughing aktresgoy:
being on watch at night when |
ing i n t he sout hern hemi sphe
agreed with me

Just to make sure that | di
curity about the weather al wa
Atl antic, things changed when
HopBecause there is no | and be
South ,Ahei sveaartchiend t he Cape cz¢
bad as anvyanNorct Wheédtr mt her e has
storm in the Southern Ocean,
over those miles . @Oveunbhbhekenre)
years | was to experience that

Bet ween the Cape and Dur ban
This was to t a k e -i asdhvoar net aegoeu not f¢
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roeont the nor-mhbWwyngoAghull
th our maxi mum speed of t e
|l p we coul d get

I remember the exhilaratio
e Bl uf f at the approaches
ound the Bl uffecat civassf uhb
rban as t heir base for t h
ean. The smell was terrible
I was very |l ucky tmoatbumy af
use | had aMyobtathet'hereu
me fromotlsdhree asked me to

i ch.Heiadi dinrtmr oduced me to h
ttle, who wa3habowasmyhags
iendbbhopugh | haven't seen
rrespond at Christmas ti me.

thoroughly .¢énj wasd aDlopp e

I
t h absolutely . Pabat olths, dshoas:
erefore | managed to see m
yside as wel | . I n my subse:
rban stil/l ranks as .lothewad
e first place where | ran i

One afternoon wal king al on
talk to a beach phoHegway
y intereasetwedvoimhmlyander v
g During our discussi 0l
e up to him to engHer
i m to go ovedodnuoh ohiwou
kirs hd oomment was, "You
ong with this bl ack be

r di scharging our car g
ast agai n, |l oading i n |
[ e | enjoyed Durbart
e world can compar
o] Capetown. I f you

n | aye of dwehb It eebsarllta
vV e a/\blteh NMdwentLd iom' s
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Mountain as ,tahdé acikt drofp Capeto
up their | ower sl opes.

OQur next stop waVe thoa db eb elLeinv ¢

about three mont hsvyerl donegeenr atwhae
fore, and | was smitten with w
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I remained in the Speaker L
made one more tr.iOm tcoampPpd etth oAf
voyage one normally managed t
| ea¥he amount of | eave due was
plicated formula of so many d:
| eave for every Sunday spent &
than eight hour s!

I normally managed to get a
On completion of my | eave, I

t hemv. Governor
mv. Govermor I n Li v eSrhpeo o |
was one of o
tively new
ships, wi t h

comfortabl e
modati oAf ter
| oading the

of our cargo
erpool , we
sail ed for
Haven in the Bristol Channel

Air Force i n KenyMqg mleadiaar e hsea i
ez Canal

About this ti me,fiifnt itehse) detahrel
chamgto quote the Prime Minist

pl ace i.hndAépecndence waasn dt hseo nwec
times, it was more t.lAsn warwama
ot her coloni al powers, Britain
nies gain independence. They
t hey wanted it on their ter ms,

Il n the case of Kenya, t he |
movement , Jomo Kenyatt a, had I
out trial, and sent i nto exil

Kenya, wher e he chouwedv edro waBsr i h
not prepared for the support
many of hi s peydplse,owmnarkiikcuuyl ua
the Meru and Embu
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Wh at stemmed from this sur

wa s an organi zation -Mauwu.t Twa
words meant not hMaawg, haddtbddaer
rorist organization whose air-r
I't's interesting to note that
i ndependence, were mainly cal
pendence was gained, they bec
The British government de
Mau into submission, hence t
o Milford Haven, |l oading bo
alled gunboat dipl Maacwerlkru
undred miles from the coast
t

i g hi.cTlheer ef or e,

t
c
h
r he might C
used, to teach the wogs a f e
theirrycdurlth-8MlawMabiought t he a
home made r i fbleasd ean dk nliovregg ¢
This wasdgphlbmatcy at its fine

Whil e | had been in thehB
ver been tShhreecugdamthde Yoo e
rough thehec&umalf ,avled Staenz i n
d Sea. I had never ex.per iwee
k e anNiagwan and day, t he |
angleed remained with wus for
een Suez. and Aden

At the southern egeanrde otfh et hSe
Ba®edMendabhe Gates of Hel | ¢
spoltnh those days shicpaiaddit.d bmo
only way to get any air into
scoops which fitted in your
ever air you managed to get

When we arrived in Mombas:
go alongside the ber:!
ey receivederhi gohncper i
hwe bwonblsd have to go
i n
ar
b

n
t
R
I
Cc
t

s>c—oSo

at anchor , unt i | a
ge o Wewgreen etr@ll d ctalr g
e at anchoduffot oabc
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congestion.Timi st hwaspomai nly cat
priority to ships with supplie

On our first day alongsi de
two of the RAF officer Nawhtowobh a
arrange for their bombsBetcoa ugeet

of my i nter eMau iawndt hteh eMawh ol e
situation, they invited me to
i n NairobiOfwicadurtsheem first and
get t hes Muertmirssi on. As the sh
where except the anchorage, h e
needed. CaptaintHer Mastt ed pnevs
traordinary man whom | respect
some time on that subject | ate

Before we flew from M@mbasda
Choéwhi c h absolved the Air For «
be killed or yitmjmer evd.Wiku f hregu m |

[

Nai robi n an old Lincoln boml

the Second . Wowhd ®atting behi

as we tWbé&at offsaw did not fil

and | then realized why they w

Bl ood. AGhiwe trundled down the

were actually flapping, as th
[

gar dlwes snade

| stayed in the Officers Me
was t.here

My two friends arranged wit|
go on some bombing .Attbhser i hhe
would then fly in the back se
[ \ee | bombi ng andT hsetyr aw ei rnegu sreuchnsa
as trainers, beurtt ehda dt2 @p exesanr dcyd m ¢
mentati on bombs under the win

I attended -fbloitdhhtt hlker iperfes a

n
the rest of the aircrew, whi c
briefer stressed t he need for
ground forces were not very f
bombing.
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Before we t ook of f, Guhei v
0t see the Photo Gallery at
its were written in Engli st
make a forced | anding or
sed this chit i n t
re r ng you with th
d with their pangas (
ou were supposed to talk
that the Briti h
sted us. The main
could speak Swahi
was very Jlittle
of paper in front of
not read was a wel|l
some bureaucrat in Lo
od job in preparing th
On the five sorties in wh
re either in the Aberdare
unt Kenya. After we droppe:
couple of | ow passes, stra
re, then head for home.

The aim of the raids was- n
u, as it was to force them
rr ground forces could enga
ick you couldn't see anyone

Al | we coul d see wer e t h
mbs fell. Ai rcraft we nt o]
keeping an aircraft up i n
ring daylight hours.
Whi |l e | was there, I we nt
e oflttiwes a strange sight
ir summer dresses with pi
afternoon tea at the New
mers and their wives woul
ers with an arsenalhiosf wais
[
I
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i ndependence.

One evening | was invited t
of one of my RAF friends that
the years | have eaten many m
circumstances, but nothi.ng has

It was the strangest setti
There we were, with the men d
dies dressed in their evening
out nor mal di nner conversati o
the tabl el

The Maw had devel oped a pa
white mmphople they were eating
usually by coming in through
the hmauyw,e and then attacking t
their pangas. Therefore, most
sary precautions, i ncluding ha
tabl e.

Unfortunately, my week in N
qgui ckl vy.

| had experienced something
er Merchant Nav o] icer had

y
Royal Air Force on
had experienced thi
with their everyday | ives, e X C
prepared to defend themsel ves
When | returned to my ship

he na®embetr 6Hhat name stayed
ome time. |t was an experienc

ff
operational
s world whe

t
S
l't'"s i ronic to think now, ¢t
one of the very few reasonably
ed with independence on that
President, and governed the <co
was the opposite of most of ¢t
tries obtained their independ
he

one of t more sSstable countri
Many of those countries that
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twenty to thirty years ago a
which have killed hundreds of
the ©price of democracy, t hei
been too bad after alll

I know t hat

it's not a pop
able to spea

i ng k one's mind
but frequently the results o
t hemsel ves. On the other hanc
guately prepare the Africans
right?

We were eventwually given
we discharged the rest of outl
it was down the coast, di sch
Da-esSal aam, and over t oZ atnlze b
From there, our next stop wa
(now <call ed Maputu), wher e

bound cargo.
Because many white Kenyan

their future in Kenya, guit
UK, to start |ife anew.

That mu st have been a ver\
because, not onl vy were they
most cases, they had | ived fc¢
have to change their | ifesty
di fferent from |ife in the cc

I felt particularly sorry
returned to England with us
a vemyge amount of Kenyan ch
him for .his family

He took great pains to S

en
woul d keep the cheese in the
sage hTohme only problem was t |
di dn't tell the Second Stewe
bringing up the provisions.fc¢
As a resul t, -, and about si
oughly enjoyed this new chee:¢
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Steward must have purchased ir
this poor man | ost his countr
wel !

After some | eave when we r e
were off again to East Africa.
cl ockwi se, right round Africa,
East Africa, then onwards to S
to the UK via the South Atl ant

It was during this voyage t
father .MWed wekiredi n Mombasa at t
remember exactly where | was
Mate, Tom Wil son, handed me a
parently my fathdfbfhddl|lgi 4d®56n
cause there had been a probl en
kin, my mother only fSeqdiewddcrt.

It was the Salvation Army t
track her down, af.Semcmudcihesl
al ways been an avid financi al
my . I have been very i mpresse
over the worl d. My father had
deifrn Hobart, Tasmani a, wher e |

perintendent . As my mother ne\
i1, the news came as an awful

Even now, it's difficult to
me . | suppose | was salHle Wwas
a man | haHed lwasknaewki nd man, a
ever having a falling out wi t
Year s,ilnatfeact , only a year or
neither he, nor |, H'a dMae/er i de
n't necessary. Maybe it was un.
stated. Per haps I di dn't know
never entered into it. I just

When my mother died in Sept
but not that all consuming gri
when one | oses a | oved one. B u
never told her that I | oved he
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ei ther. |l s it because we wer ¢
| oveweleent parent and child was
cause one did not express int
or was it just me? One thing
told my girls that | | ove the
I made two more trips in

East Africa.

The Second Mate during th
Jones. Fregn ntnhieng bwe f or med
over those few months that .he:

I can say Qquite unequivocal/l
wi fe,dr@anmy cl| odeshtadf rtiheen dhso n
best man at .tMeaeiyr yweddi nagft er

Mi chael was to become the Mar
soslt's just unf ortunate tha
mil es and an. Hooveaevy amp,avweb hav
managed to see each other qui

Earlier | made a passing r
Jones.

He was a man whom | r.éspéc
I have al ways respect ed. Bme
that ,t | maam gent | e.nhe nmecafn nmeear
have good manners and ar¥ouc
don't need to have means to
those ideas may be a/fbahailc stt
that there i1 s always a place

Herbert Jones was a charAac
night, he would come up to t|
and regal e me .wWiet hc olvieg esdlt @rvie
that one could think of, and
t he sIt otrhyi nk that one of hi s
"1 f you are i n any doubt abo
sel f, what woul d Herbert Jor
joyed sailing with him,

I |l eft t he Governor i n Ma
study for 1y Crirrtstf i Mattee. Whi
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ed to get on with obtaining fu
to be |l eavingl tihhad Gevjeoynedl my
|l i ked my shipmates, and it wa
taste and | ove for East Africa

This ti me | passed the writ

failed the signals part of the
mi nor setback | was happy to
they needed a Third Officer [
t emptainndg pasbhengxamination aga
at the end of the voyage

Il n August 1956. Hi sjtwirnead . time

She was a Liberty shipThissi mwd:
going to be my first trip to t
George Harvey, who appeared t
weak man. The Chief Of ficer w
was in that conditiSonme waismea a\
had | eft the Historian he was
vey wi tahx eae fNor ewonder Captain |
pression that he was nervous!

We made t he st &andMersd Hardriiessc
i n,i daBarAmtdiogua and Demer ar a
iverwbehever the ship was inr
end a considerabl e amount of
e was the same aupusnits ttehrata nnly

RS0 Wnor o
OS> oT — =

ayed with on our return fro

om | went to school when w

47, was about my age, and we
mont h, October 1956, Roy was ¢
othy Benbow, who lived nearby. Luc ki | vy, I was
home for t.he wedding

One Saturday afternoon, j us
was sitting watching televis
aulst shop, when in wal ked t hi

saifidou must obel tBawarsl ey, Nwho ibhsa
been a friend of Roy and Dorot

She actually remembered my s
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|l ived there in 1947. I was

bl onde beauty, although | f o1

with a Royal Air Force offi ce
Whi |l e | was in Liverpool (

passed my signals examinati ol
Hi storian again but this ti me
again on another couple of S
di es.

When | was in Liverpool I
aunEmma, her mai d, enjoyed | o
l' i ked it or not! There are s
a whole book could be wrOnctee,
when Roy and Dorothy were in
ma fed me my soup before the)
wai t t the door of the dini.
cooking, S0 of course | al w:e
That day the ,lbpjttastaetde tietr
guests do. When oy tasted i
EmmaShe was very wupset, poi n:
had | i ked this chlcken soup.
can, whi chThehe diad one small
soup and one |l arge can of eve

Emma had never |l earned to
cans | ooked the same to her!

Al t hough | was getting al
We s t I ndies trips, I preferr
ruh enjoyed those parts of t|
el se | hadt erevreef doreenl was del
t ol d walsatgoli ng back to the G
ficer.
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Chapter 8

Shirley
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Il n January 1957, Shirley an

to the uncertainties of dates
i mpossible to set a firm date
woul d be some time in the autu

Shirley's father and molihfe-r
ferent in so many ways, but n
Bert Norri s, who was botJnuliyn
1902, was a very. Hge nmalse ,a srhan
| oved music, fromaaldawhieanalvetro
down at a piano, he created ma

During the thirties he was
travelling and pl aying with ¢
Unfortunat

n
el vy, hi s war servic
f the army after t he
survived, so that was the end
such a pity as he had this gr

He was in his own world whe
keyboar d.

At this time he was working
Shi sl ewot her San (whose real

came out o

was born in LivBupeollood.tIsdae
driving forcéefhianh eker éami bg s
seen as der oga.tSchrey hiamd arhy way
bility of bringing Shirley up
|l ady of great principle, who |
right, and she would stick to
and thin I think because of
those who didn't know her wel/l
slightly stern and wunbending,
Il n truth, she was re&hky bqoug
Shirley up with the same set
i s the highest compl.i ment that

I always had a good and war
of Shirlepus resbse reason o
felt comfort e Maibno watn doélaDlaladi m'g
know why.
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The other domi nant force i

grandmot hey,, aosr shaennwas cal l e
Nanny, you knew exsacrmdtyh ewh ega
-nonsense appBbaad &somough &
the outside, with a heart of
compassion for others. It s |
to Bpeoseed t oo much, [ est she

on th'®f 4February 1957, |
Second .CGfefribeenr Jones was st
were sever al Ot he
knew from my prev
t he .$rhemmad wiatth sh
fornb@weofirt eenhs. m
They Wwaepye daMocst |
ourn mt wasnt smpe t he
Af ri can nlmmhutge a f
frieanmdosmba®Oeei par -
t ulca Dikc oNo n had com
outb EasitcaAfsome ye
: forkike many pec
My mother and ¢amgiphe dmesnhbse
daytshey cubmdibber e
reas.@&osne had been 1idlawSomel lee
been the bihaaklwewab@imher s | us
ed iwe B plliefeethant r .olpincedde rf iuntd
why ckDiwdesr.édle wasi dyu swel | educ
ver yic éarttad amey nati dappear tean b
He and his wi obalglwo wmlvd t e c anes |
tage paaca ®al il ®die cotwhaigceh wa
ally a very spacoves!| dceknaida ntt
Oc enal t wi se dk ada |, wvhi mmh Swianheialn s
cookeéelhi s was because ndot amegl
to the next

I think the most veioi d hmerm
to the,waos tvaagiet i ng-pdbwer ot efse @
wal d t alaer ousss t he n ksnért o unsil gd
woul d sit i n thdr ecc wiatcike yseemastde, o
and t he winddewis Dpmren ¢fo t he, cocC

j
i
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andit w no ostehead pnuost Ithet enuhbhds
the |j.Dngkecotulfd imaery ofbthets
me it walyl slofferant from anyt
experi.encdadd behbet fienegl lis tjhust ad
to my total enjoyment of East

Shirley Ilgnded tdn naldat dingf or
't was original |l ¥2tghoionfg , @hboh obbee
cmmcidentuadl hawe been my eight
goi tog s.éHowe ylerecause there was
whet hehi poWoeb -get homwe isettil me
180f Oc.tober

My <cous,trmheOlsafme one mlkea Imac
to time afr t e tlhaows ea Hal,lwawe anys
best man'ey8busi nwhlbrddaed in S
towas hermaiMiedense mar BitArdd r'sew
Churath the corneilvenda Quwieremsa dDr
nue. | must admit | e n o gyelst twhaes
bewdulf dahwch lemenpt ed a beauti fu

Appar ehitiltyl eNN\amway sitting wi
onwaiting to go to the wedding
wasuedto take pl ace. This was
ever attended of Idareyn of her gr

OQur honeymoon was STpheen tweiant hl
was good and we di d t hevennorinfa
coultdget eggs and bacon for br
we werel!Hdowgyywagu coul d gwehi cohct
Shirley thorbAlglhhlyo®ensogedwe |
back taqg hwecahl iitny my crgs éb ame&a rtto
and in Shirley's <case, ba cfki nr
which sold and repaired cash r

Al t hough Harrison's did not
with their husbands in those
stay on board in ports away f
Herbert Jones's wife would dri
gineer's wife from Liverpool t
't might be Glasgow or Avonmou
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Al t hough the visits were

[
nor mal | vy, we enjoyed those
amount of time we could spen:
in the UK. The final event
watch Herbert Jones start th
viously he was the only pers
wonder how she managed when

three or four mont hs?
Wh e n w e wer e first marri e

parents at 78 Ferguson Road,
mont hs we moved. Weo cowrl doawrnt fal
and that's what we got, not

carpet in the sitting room
could see it was very dirty.
carpet had a pattern. That's

We were allowed to have o
shared a bathroom with the o
uncommon in . Wheseidawas your
to get the key from the | andI
have a bath hal f way t hrough
meant she had to forgo her re
straw was when Shirley put h
gave our noti ce, and found a
port .

We enjoyed Southport, al th
Liverpool, whi cht aaketamé tweaihm
t own. Whil e we were there, S
spend a few weeks in hospita
before she was admitted to h
serious as it was . I j ust t
wor k. Shirley took great exc:e
this day, she islfstil hadpent
should have known that she w
mot her's daughter, and that
woul d do.

Shirl ey now worked for an
the opportunity of working wt
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time off whenoOlccaas oatl hgmae
part of our | eave in Belfast v
Bel fast. We al so went up to C
with Thel ma and Ernie, where h
close to his home of Ri chmond.
was always fun. They now had a
had been bornfohthheft Nemewmber

H
L

Ma
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Il n April 1958 | wasHdemranmd re
Master was a vellepdf Thamps
llyy ,had otho make two trips
rr-was appointed, ,oCapt &n
eWeraleso got a new Chi ef
y enjoyed my time with Ca
So dwd ©lécameyvery good f
his wife Sellis, a frjasnds
rtunately Bob passed away

Nor mal |l vy, t he Chi efad o8d®mwar
aual ess a qualifi.édhdoet oo
at qualifications the Chief
t,bayug i n most.lshithe MHerdisdian,
eward was squeamish about b
ked me if I would help him
n®©e departure from Port Sud
okers developed gonorr he-a,

zzy debutante

The Chief Steward asked me
standa i njaesctproesc roifb epd
e wd |heafdt nRoretr Su
re, but ,sb 1 o0odloé d
e of a man to dr o
u the needl e
t shing in the
S b on it, t o
ng twi tahsd rsaowor
ff the plunge
ckside was now back in t

h
dl e was b
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| was now i n a dil emma. S
agai n, or shoul d | withdraw
come back tomorrow.

Looking at t,Hi st ome&n "tshes ilzae
action for.Ftiwostrleggsdnswas sit
Steward' s ,washbgsesiaoakly remove
sqguirted the <conten.thsl siont oi fi1

made a second attemphe tmayi nh
thought t'th ak ndw dwhdant I was d
want a -foc -’
stoker an
The next
of treatn
fi.nle just
anot hésr tdr
me nt for
treat ment
wr o.nge n €
found out
Some n
bers o f Lcrn .,)nd'um with my Mother
Il ndi an ct '
for med a steel
band, and they were excellen
steel bands were never heard
They would practise for hour
board in the UK, they woul d
it es Owhoew ®Nhrednev r I hear t
my mind goes right back to ttF
For the first two Chri st ma
sailed dMbftDec2amber one 'Stear
next .ygaialmiinchin day or two of
har d, especially as we woul c
mont hs That was one time of
homeé,ut that was | ife in the
of commerce, ships were only

ers i f they wetesubntdenwayn he
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Sharman and | woul d have many
cussions about the Royal Navy.
my father had done, and | was
ploits durindadheewar | ost my
Royal Navy, and the more | Spc
more focused it was becoming.

| | eft the Herdsman in Marc
study, and sit for my Master'
the top rung of the | adder as
was concerned. This would al |l
any British merchant shi p- reg
graphic boundaries

After Shirley's illness we
and moved back'si pawienhsShiThi sy
the workload a | ot harder thar
every night studying in the
when | would come into the sit
t ea, before going to bed. I di
with very few breaks. However,
it Subjects that I had not |
etry and physics, were now interesting and challenging.

Quite often, I would enlist
her to | isten to me r ecniatuitnigc at
that i s. I know that she can s
@ green | ight without a red |
green |l ight is seen angwhere b

|l wrote and passed my writt:
my oral s. Shirley just coul dn'
She was astounded. She .Bad bobDKk
many others who had falled par
human. However, It didn"t tak:e
and ofu29y 1959 | had it, my b
tificate.

A ew weeks after | got my
ed t take a small

f

0 sai l boat
Sout hport. Shirley felt gui te
ran th Marina asked if we kne
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di dn't say anything, but she
husband had a Master's Certi
how to sail She was extr eme
thing, when ten minutes | ater
revet ment

Harrison's told me that I
while to relieve officers whi
wer eLiivwver pool . After that I a
the Adventurer, whi ch was be
al so delighted to hear thato
be the Master

It was during this period
the subject of me joining the
thought it was a good idea, :
felt that I would Iike to do
views and medi cal examinati o
the Admiralty in London, I w.
ed as a Temporary Probationa
Royal Naval Reserve. When | t
del i ghted.
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Chapter 9

The Navy

RESERVES
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I knew t hat at someti me or
guired to carry out my first i
Navy Reserve (RNR), so | had t
It was agreed that | wou
nd, and | eave her i n Ham
tted out. | signed%é6ffDetleeb
59, and start8® RNRuCowar sve el
e Royal Naval Barracks in Po
i ve mont hs' durati on.

The first part, up unti | Ch
this dozen or so Merchant Navy
vy was all about.

We | earned such things as
mar c h, after a fashion, and tl
dures of t he Navy. We al so | €
system, which is the heart of
and how to get
out

of them.
It i s a sys
makes an of
through his «cl
petty officers
bl e for the tr

cipline, and
mo st i mportan
wel fare, of se

i n diswi&i on.
The Di vi si
system stays
regardl ess of
from-lsgemwtenant to admiral. Yol
for, and.It ot, hipreko ptitleat 1 s proba
ence in philosophies between t
Vi es. I n a merchant ship you
someone's direction, but you |
vol ved in a sailor's busi ness
board, such as his trainiung, 0
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Those needs were met by or
There was never a c¢l os
se I t'"s a business,c aannndo
d. But as | sai d, it' s t
During the period before C
flat for Shirley and me 1in
dge, at 37 St. Edwar ds Roa:
an El ectrical Commander ,
ckyard. This was the first
me Ssince we were married, S

Just after t he New Year w
mout h, wher e | started the n
t he next few mont hs we t o0k
submarine warfare, communi cat
and nuclear, bacteriological

Whil e some subjects on the
esting than others, the one
mi nd, mor e tthhearn oavreyr al |l t hes
traimhng training took place
Whal e 1 sl and, t he Royal Navy
|l earnt to carry out every f ol
i ng possibl e, with and witho
full ceremonial,. involving sV

Il think the best part of t

QT O
-~ D —
- —
o ¥
= C

ST o
oo o

to be an offi.Berngfgtaedgaoffi
totally confi den&c rtGv@ts, § oma Ky
feellithgt ook a while to get t
did, you felt good about your

We were all i nhi bited at f
to appear foolish i f you gav
ten shown i n comedy moviel.
whi sper the order s, although
j ust i n case you have made a
mi stake, the whole parade gr c
l'y the confidence builds, .un
Then comes that magic day, wt
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gone, and in a very |l oud <cl ea
surrounding countrysi
"Guard and Band, by t

The <course was mai nly run

Gunnery I nstructors,diwhto ewePon
Mem®wThese Chiefs would yell and
how stupid we wer e, but woul d
with the"wded ha8li rone &er eami e
Skuwiwhp told us somet hihig tlolwd |
t hat when yo are marching wit
be marching as though you were
the significance at the t.iHme,
was right. There is nothing mc
a military parade, with a good

It really does make you f ee

this goes balctk waeant marebing t
band that kept moral e hi,ghordl n

Lovett always had a piper | ead
As | said, it goes back for <ce

These Chiefs wer.eOnexcheel | mart
ground they were actor s, wh o
only, to give their officer st
| f you did something stupid, t
"Once round the parade ground,
had to double march around th
groudamet hing really stupid, I
a watch on ,p'aGnacdee ,arwausnd t he i
di stance of nearly a mile. As
should take to double around
you, to see i f you had taken ¢
the island again

You normally only tried that

These Chiefs were carefully
were dealing with officers, at

they coul dbgiongvi othfoemnsi ve. The
more than parade training.
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Ever since t hat cour se I

pomp and ceremoni al aspects
be done smartl y. I l i ke the
of a military parade. Anythi:
pression that the people on g
their movement s, and that ev
sel f confid N

me , there i

smarter t ha

i ng t he gu - T —
band of th--"“"ﬂ-"".-;__ =
Marines. |t e Sl

Fi s
hairs on m kS _f“ -
stand on e n oA =
tention of (

We really enjoyed |.iTvhien gow
er s, Mol ly and Philip, we Cca
mar velAdusr some weeks Shirle
Admiralty Pay Section in the
t hat she di d, because we wer

had to pay five pounds a wee

was earning about Si Xty poun

twenty doll ars) . I can remem

tried to figure out how we
I

dr ess had to buy for five

how we were going to do it, &
I

wa s b

coming

mor e | . S — i

terest HMS Trespasser

i n eV e

thing

about the .RAsyaelNavays t he int

ings of the Navy, there was

were often invited to cocktai

ships. Once we were invited

HMS/ M TRESPASSER,
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my first visit to a submarine.
agreed, I would apply to do s
Royal Navy. They were not shor
were happy t o.Alesto noef sctoauyr soen, 1
paying me, not Harrison's.

I had al ways had this fasci.|
er since | had read®Bewarfd oYou
mar i oyeesa,r s before as a cadet ir

I decided to apply
training

: When my initial 1
-pl eted, I l ost two
was no |l onger Pr ob:
porarywas now an Ac
tenant , and as such
ed t o report t o t
School i n HMS DOL
home of the Royal )
i nes. Her e I wo ul
eeks basic trainirt
ion of which | was
o HMS SCORCHER in

My course officer
enant Sandy Wo odv
any years | ater, \
f amous in the Fal k
the Task Force Comm

OQur paths have cr
sionally over the i
He is now Admir al S
war d.

Befor e t he actu
ed there was a
out escape tr
c.A\pe hoan
hurdl e
ke pl ac

Q_)f—l-
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Af ter a medical exami nati c
compression chamber to see i
the pressure is increased to
one hundred feet. This i s dc
near the tank, and is carri ¢
hol dups in the actual tank.
enced severe pain in both my
staff's efforts to reduce an
to see if | could clear my e:
marine career as finished bef

was extremely disappoint
e What el se could | do?
tinue my training, but h
e navy. I was appointed St
troyer, which carried out
icers at the navigation sc

Luckily it was based in Po
at Pel ham Lodge for another ¢

We enjoyed Il iving in Soutl
t hat we didn't have a car, b
ments and ability to tour ar
At the weekends in the good \
of ti me at the beach. Qur f
call ed, Dead Man's Gul ch, S0
was sitting in his deckchair
di ed right hienncfer otnhte onfa mes., Si

There was no doubt t hat I

interested in warships, and
Navy. Unf ortunately, the Roy:
of ficers, unl ess they came i |
try from Dartmout h, and besi
However, I heard that the RO
ested in officers who had a
et, which | hoped to obtain ¢

There were some serious co
examination before making an
tion. Firstly, did we want tc



120 Ray Hunt

was there a career in 1t for n
fore we went, about eight to t
ers that would have approxi mat
want to stay in the Merchant
mai nly spent at sea? We had ev
of going to East Africa, wher ¢
perintendent. Shirley and | di
decided that I shoul d at | eas
until you signed your name, th
|l went wup to London for medi
at Canada House, the eventual
of fer of a three year shor-t S
Lieutenant, with an acting ran
n't want t o go baNakv yt. o Ntohe bMea
di dn't i ke i1 t, because | had
simply because | felt that t h
and where | felt absolutely a
cussed it, and so | decided to
One anecdote of interest 1is
Canada House, and we were fil

number aof f or ms
As Shirley completed her fo

grinning. | then discovered wh
ever had a conviction in court
tions expert (throwing firewor

I told Harrison's about my

they were very gracious about
l etter from the Mar i ne Super
wi shing me the best of l uck f
Harrison'"s on the 13th Februar
enjoyable twelve years in the
28, I was about to embark on
Canadi an Navy.

We arrived in Quebec City a
after a truly marvellous voyag
Class passenger in the RMS |ve
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i ned a few months | ater we
l anti c, i nstead of that wuni
ssenger, and not having to
ross the Atlantic we passe
ceived a message from Capt e
e west bound adventurers f|
s. "

After a |l ong and dreary tr
g out at the dirty snow an
arrived in Halifax. That
i p that | was going to, cal
l k, to show us down thoomnel
wntown and back in about .t\
at had we | et ourselves 1in
|l d and the mounds of dirty
We had | eft England hal f wa
e daffodils and tulips 1in
om t hat -Agteq time moae ways

en that I recall ed the wor
ficer at Canada House in L
were coming to Halifax, S
ed years behind the rest o
what Jacqgues Cartier wr ot
oking for China, but found
st have been all ocated to (
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Chapter 10
The New World
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|l joined HMCS CRESCENT on t
he morning after our arrival
or an hour or two before | wa
f f iodtelizay t hat day, whi ch mea:
n board that night.

Whi |l e | can und
ing me to be in t
was a bit much o
days, we were of to sea for
ittle chance to get settled i

As we | eft Hal i fax harbour
fficer who was on the
uilding was that | <cou
bour. With a straight

al Of ficers Coll ege.

erstand the
he watch bil
n my first day
f

f

I
f

subsequently found out th
Hospital, a ment al institution

After staying in a hotel f o
found a furnished housekeeping
could use that as our base wun
commodati on.

Wh e n I returned from sea
achieved a considerabl e amoun:
tion, ot her t han buses, whi ch
guent |l vy. Neverthel ess, she hac
than we had ever seen before.
account and arranged for a | oa

Our disenchantr
the first couple
new country was
countered by t he
Hal i f ax. Bus driv
for you. They W 0

‘s where to get off,
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transfer, and even attractin
the bus that you were transf
for you

We found Hal agonians to be
I n any way they coul d.

Having been raised in anot
cult to adapt to a new one. L
coming to Canada, I cannotyl h
Canadi an. My culture and my
I doubt i f it wi || ever be
vantages, because it all ows
worst in both Britain and Ca
tionalistic to one or the ottt

Luckily for wus, Shirley ha
we were |iving in Portsmouth.
short time before it became
was a place tahadart hougmar tof o
bel ongings. We found it stra
what bus to catch, until we |
bus, only knew the number of
wor k. They certainly didn't
bus route. This was mainly &
work on a bus, they never use

The Loans Officer at the b

ous that we could not exi st
found a deal er who gave us a
tin Mini. The bank wanted to
we wanted. They coul dn't bel
$1400 | oan, wher eas w e coul
believe that thi h
er seen us befor (
money, with no ¢ |
ences, or anythi.i t!
di fferent approa k
the UK at that ti

We picked up -our new fire
engine red Mini, and par ked i
we could see it. 't was our ¢
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baby, even to the extent t hat
rained on it
Anot her thing we found str a
buy a chest of dr awer s. We wa
cause that's the way we were
something if you had the money
it The salesman recommended
credit rating, we should buy
would establish a credit rat.i
but all this was so new and st
I |l i ked the officers in CRE
ers In the wardr oom, we ha:
one Mate's ticket. That W &

i c

nd

he average merchant ship. Of
hose officers had taken the

ad wasn't so keen on the Caj
icochettu®etdo his propensity
of f the jetty when he was com

During our first summer i n |
ing holiday to New England 1in
mil es, which of course to us v
North Ameri ca, t hat was not c
was t us. We went as far as S

I

0
Shirley'"s cousin and her husba
Camping was a hew experience

whol e thing was totally new fo
gave us hope that everything c
Hal i f ax. Hal i f ax, as a <city, (
the peopl e.

There were some |l ovely spot s
Chester, whi ch-fwae abdets f omotm)y
did a I ot of exploring during
ularly | iked was that in the s
Britain, where tWwassaimmays wegat

I remai ned i n CRESCENT wuntil
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enjoyed the job I was gi v
s my forte. As Navigator-
ied upon you totally. I f he

Navigator were over. We m:q

the UK and Europe, which

g professionally. It al so

I B3] @yarents and my mot her.

The best part about my tim
do with the ship. It
y . Lindsey Clare was b
e world became a bett
rtly thereafter. She was
un her wrists and ankl es,

Lindsey was a | ovely baby
il her mo s t striking feat
by.

At about the same ti me, I
mmi ssion in th Royal Cana
t hough my seni rity was adj
t to April 1964.arl owas Ln ew
seniority. Of ficers comin.
m could expect to become L
age.

Shortly after Lindsey was
nth course called the Jun
g Course (JOLT). As | had
ti me at sea n CRESCENT, I

w

to
ds e
t h
[
d

e
(0]

Il n many ays the course we
d done with the RNR in Por
e same subject s, except t he
e | ast day of the course |
nal i nspection. So there |

ny of commandiimag@ g urairmdet yan
aydHegrts 6oTheakcreami ng Skt
d feel as though | was ten

t was whil e | was on that
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about submarines again. | had
pass the compression chamber
day or so | ater, i f you had an
I felt t hat I had nothing to
training again.

I had the wusual medi cal e xa
the dreaded pot, as the compr
This time | had no probl ems cl
one hundred feet. It was a ve
had to take a battery of psycl
interview with a psychol ogi st.

As quite a few officers wer
there was a | ot of competitior
age, whitchhe waagse of many submar
of ficers.

The JOLT cour sé&acomp,ll&d6teldwh il

ti me | was &EMES&I nNitNeGH tARKRARI v
Class frigate, built just afte
t hat this was a good time for
due visit to the UK, particul e
new daughter to her family and
Il n April, Shirley went off
went to join HMCS |I NCH ARRAN i
she was finishing a refit. We
at which time weup®mmengetd iwbe
t he ship's comnanyv
i nto an op i
state.
I n t he mi
wo rFukp s | rec B
message, po: " P
t o t he Uni t . o

Submarine S

New L o,nd dCro |

necticut,

mence subnr E ——
training.
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I could hardly contain mys

ter I first became intereste:t
wi s h

Then the doubts set i n. Wh
course because it was techni
engineer? What would happen
then found out I di dn't Il i ke
failed the Escape Training.?
Anyway | was committed now,
it

I think the biggest |
telling her that she di
stead she would be returni
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Chapter 11

Connecticut

* e

GROTON CT.
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Shirley and | decided that
unt i | I found a place to I|ive
aged to get someone to take ov
Hal i f ax, and arranged to put t
were not allowed to take it wi
one year. My posting to New L

mont hs.

At the beginning of August
i rr- new Morris Oxfor
y had been rammed
e year before. Sh
was not seriously

o - o
occCc d®Y O

A few years earlier, the Ro
an Navy were new to me, now
me of the United States Nav:
ndon. Someti mes | had to pir
my mi nd -Mehlracth atnhti sNaevyy of f i ¢
g to be part of the mighties
even more unlikely was that
cer among twelve thousand pe

When | first arrived in New
Bachelor OfficerAftQarartcempgl| €1BiC
mi ni st rraotuitvienei,n I was told tha"
til the day af'fSermptlealbeurn .Dai (
plenty of time to find a hous:
me . The Base Housing Office g:
to investigate, so d i ng the
very familiar with t area.

;
e

One house | p @| davolr p d € i
house in Stoning n The vill
New Engl and fi sh g village,
suc
wer
een
a f
Il oo

r-oQ
-~ > 5 00 T

— " — —

u
h
artic
to
i n

h nandeltse aGaptain EdwadTd eBr o
e |l ovely ol d homes. For Nor
t century. The house | was

33

amous!| awabBowvery taken with
k at one ot her house cl oser
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ted myself.

The other house was in a p
Mu mf or d Cove Colony. It
water, overlooking Long I
beauti ful homes. The hou
nt of Texaco, who only usec

He had other homes in New
mpsey, the Governor of Cor
st a few doors away. I kne
st as much as | did, so |

ne Drive in Noangkai dL uhc&lifl y
her wi seinlwe wiezulbhave lkedm alb
ch |lQwrurryei ghbours must hav
Navy were paid vesyrwekl
is |l ocation.

A week or two | ateurl,n It hset &
n on courses where the
|
f

oSS Cc toccoccoco

b
, @ it was not prepared- f
i cer sMoosnt twheirse cEonusrisgen
ni or Grade) , i,who héaga
ai ght from either t hi
from Nucl ear Power School
her Li eutenants on the <co
me sea experienc Il was ir
t

e
ne syndicates, he rest wer

Shirl ey nd Lindsey arrive
| andn a beautiful sunny Sat
Sept enibheery had fl own from Lor
drove up to Provi demcd hteo r it
as we approachedl Masnk ed dSICiomnl
her eyes as we were coming toc

As we crested the hiWe, wer
high wup overl ooking Long |Is
magni f Ateat Hal i f ax, Shirley
had died and gone to heaven.

She | oved the house and th

3T < 0oQa
Do »w D

e
t
f
J
t

e
n
0
(Ju
str
0

—WoOo0OO0O®—+~T T
0o+ 03— —w
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ere was a transition from | e
e water's edge in Mumford C
rnished, but it Weddi dnhtavmi
I, because we spent so much
e xt door neighbours (about t
ame our very dear ftrhewynwdal so
ame surrogate parents and gr a

Betty and Bil |l l ngall s were
pl e you could ever meet. Bet t:
seynai nll yt hi nk, because Li nds
nered for a one year old. Shir
S
u

h
h
u
I

OO0 S Q —hr+ o+

ame interests, and they also
eBetty treated Shirley as a
her own grandchil d

Bi I | had a boat, as did mos
We spent many an en bl e tin
done for the next 3 asisonal
would go out fishin r Bl uef
some of hisnevieeents t
shoul d have seen s ome 0]
Swordfish, great white s

Whil e Bill a
RogcBetty and Shi
jetty behind the house, and
embarrassing when we came bacl
woul d have caugdghtathalsth.a dozen

One evening, after the <cour
for about six weeks, there was
The staff showed the wives ev
simulated torpedoes and missil

d | were out
rl ey would s

—_— — —

me about her evening, |l found
mi ssile building and fired a ¢
| owed to enter that buil ding
dent . It was for US eyes only.
wearing a uni for m, nobody t h
‘f or éwigfhe. When | asked her for
that evening, she would say, "
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you!" She | oved that.

I found it interesting tha
before we did our e

ur se S C
nfident that my ears woul d
i ng

QOO0

ering doubt.

We did the pot, and things
tank. There was no doubt th
| ooking up at t hat t ower of
when we carried out escape t

three year s, it was weasy, bu
time I did it

The actual escape training
ti.on

About ten students i n swin
cape chamber at t he -fbooottt otna nokf
is a canvas skirt, or trunk,
top of the chamber to about
the top of t hat trunk is kee
side door is secured and wat
founch pipe at about knee | e
makes it hot and sticky in tt

When the water | evel s L
canvas skirt, the flooding i
is bled in, to equalize the
water .dbeveoi se of the high

i ng and quite frightening thi

pressure in the chamber i s et
der the skirt and opens the
Once the hatch is open there
The requirement is to take
with air, which of course is
l ent of a hundred feet of p
trunk, then start to bl owout
fifteen seconds from bottom
out the whole way up until yc

| f he i nstructors in the

—
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st of my classmates had degr
ical engineering, so the sta
aged | essouthamf 24. 0 you wer €
ademic Board, to explain wh
ved from further training. L
re,bhibhtemwe | ost over twenty o

The whole course was very te
rtain amount of operations
ach you the basics of s ubma
dangerous when you went to

During the course Weahewdenmnt st
s to practice what we had be
about di vi ng, controlling,
rivieri ous types of emergency
, t o see how you cope under

We | ost about anot her t went
i p under way

The second underway 1S near
en you do everything you ha

from paralleling genera
d firingWet dropseed cseosme mor e of f

At | east a couple of my ori
nes had now been satisfied.
rways i n th@l asuwsbtnraorp hnoebsi a wa

Nor were the |living condl tic

|l t very comfortable i n my mi
d.e

We met some marvel ous peopl
nnecticut
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When we first arrived, we
diced eye whent hidegasl iAdigh ew istahn
attitude was, and sthat Amer
argncompletely civilized yet.

As more British people tyra
believe that these .mMytlehst ¢
ope they are

I don't I ntend to dwel |l on

n this side of the Atlantic
oys me more than when someb
ypicall yopH&AWiem g clainved ther e,
vely in the States, and ha
iends, there is no such ctahb
from the Bronx bears no r
dwWyomi ng, a shop owner fror
ance to a farmer from al swne
y this without any reserva
generous, friendliest and kir
course, there are exceptions
have a very warm feeling whe
among my Amer.ican friends

My brother Geoff, who had

5 —

woQOQoT—"nwesSo

i
r
y
0
I
a

before Shirley and me, now
us on ytihsr omagh New York en r
was i n Novembeasla®4 to meet
August,iln988 ndon, when we mef

over a dri nmkhi m amgeavienr asfa er t
woul d miss each other by onl

London, when we would be Vvi:
never managed to be thetédiak
was very sad. He died of | i ve

Al l too soon our soj oWh®nNI
we gradua't"eebrouia@Beydaccompan
Shirley to the ceremoni es.
than one hundred officers. w
third through various probl el
the way.
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I had received a posting t
GRI LSKEiichorBira ti sh Col umbi a. W
a vacation of the drive acros

Mexi c s it was winter, we deci
generally stay down there unt.
head north again.

Leaving Connecticut was bit"

|l ooking forward to going to t
same time we were sorry to be
we had made sa many friends
We sai dantdheln f eel t he same t
we had in North America was t

Connecticut
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Chapter 12
West Coast
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We | eft Connechoifc Ftebomat e ]
spend our first niWehthaMedMeWwe)
a couple of times before, t o
This time we did the nor mal t C
pire State Building and the St
was Washington, D. C., where I
an Embassy-rfoaurt ianre.out

We continued driving south

of Di xi e. I can't recal |l t h
stopped, but some names just s
bama; Pascagoul a, Mi ssi ssippi
many other places whose names
them. Some were just overnight
t wo or t.hree days

I n New Orl eans, Shirley .bou
Next morning as we were gett.i
a busybody who shall remain na
old at the ti me, hid the shoe:
had emptied it, so of cour se
they fitted the maid.

Whil e we thoroughly enjoyed
enjoyed the southwestern state

It was probably because it wa
we had ever .Bleenv d®tf osgaces, t
old cowthewmsandst onEhemoenowet é
many things to see. We Vvisite
site of the Gunfight at the Ol
stone had changed a great deal
came upon the town, i n the mi
from the desert, with alll was
mar vel ous

At one place, we stayed at
ing Post, in a town called Cai
rim of the Grand Canyon. We |
breathtaking, with iIts many cc
and the Colorado River snaking

Qur first sight of the Paci
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a small town about halfway b
Franci sco. From there we hea
cific Coast Hi ghway, through
rey, and the artists' col ony

Then it was north again, t
country, where trees, hundr e
four hundgkREv efneteutal H y we arri
| es, I n Washingt-lhooustfaerery | ui
torowr ul ti mat.eWed ehsatdi ntad k-sBven
dayasnd covered over .six thous

The morning after we had
Vict,brraported on boand HWNC D
yard Es@uismbdlutr b .&theViwatso miwa e
Uni ted St,btues wdasvwreran llemg e
daGRI LSE had been built Just
ond Worl d War and had conduc
Paci fic, bef or e tlihei ecses sShtei ow
Class submarine.

As the junior eWdihoerghon h
same age as the Captain, . w
Uness yaoeu avepr of essi onavVverSywpf
peopl e wantedvotuwo | m® k e d gsatfotreer
pay aundaygt,eend anything el se
ni cal or .0peraatdii ad n alpy otuor ynoaui rt
was to become qualified in st

The Submarine Qualificatic
tured cour s,evhott hl evauihidn @ knseuw
your own submarine inside anct
i shed t he, apmdo gwearne gual i fi ec
@ol phBaors a rati-ofgficere,, ,t meon
about seven orFoeri gart, talfanitghreso
was usuall yweabtooutf otuwet elreen dnof
ence in time was due to the
an officer was expected .to Kkt

Each month you concentrate
the subbmarimnptae, the first mor
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pl ete knowledge of all the tar
ond month was all air systems.
and sO@f bhcers were also requir
guestions it otnhenodqwadloiofki each

l'y were the answers to be writ
wri tNeeend| es sl toalslagd upon the
same person who helped me 'when
ticket. Just as she | earned a
the Road then, Shirley | earned
over the.next year

Il n addition toyduehaw ittd ema s

and practical examhhnat was aadi
tered by the Executive Office
gualified officers to examine
mar ilnfe you didn't pass, you C
wer e-exami ned anﬂihepawbeble proc
very intense, bu as submari n:
you jJjust got on with It . Even
when you would ask yourself wt

of course the answer 'svawhy blvi v
there

This sy&hewm pbdaern glemater ed a

mar aderi e amongst .¥Y¥ba Ekhewp' g
when you were eventually gual
dol phins, you could trust anyb
your | ife, whatever his rank a

A cook or a steward, jwowtl dt |

same as anlt rtaedecehnilcta mi ght t al
gual i fy because he may not hav
but when he qualified, he had
as the n&amk manm trade had no
knowing your boat. | wasl fawas
hard wor k, and the living ,con:
but the whole thing appeal ed t
it

The interior of diesel S ub me
aromehi ch was very apparent if



A Simple Sailor 143

depl oyed for a considerabl e

a combination of di es el fuel
was hed Dblotdipeesr meat edsbwoeeyt loin
al ways tell when a submarine
when he was dressed in a suif
in a |l ocker on board. It too

sipate when you brought your

Al t hough there were shower
es, the showers themsel ve
bour . This was due to the
t di esel submarines carri
was there, but t hat req
of f the battery. As a s
and air systems, batter
nding requirements than
to havePar hsalpsswetrhe f act
|l ess than pristine, and
me was a throwbacwkhdr
| ways regamddédoyakitdhat

Shortly after we arrived i
attracti,vtewbeduoubommabluse

reet, . We Olakv 8 yoppowva t@f fmiy
ec-o-md mmand) and hi s wi f e,
te, who are stil.l my very ¢

Victoria was, and ti'ss, kan olwe
y of Gardens, a name.l t h avt
rhing Halifax walst nwas Whi
S a very sBtercumautswer eod s d csi
d become a haven for re
it had the ol dest per
someti mes referred to, ]
Canada wivitthe.a Gurs arelry nec¢
toria was that it was ver
and, avayotfwies obnyl yai r or f er

Some mont hs add eVicwer aari
was to depl oy through the P
dies and the east coast of Sc

L
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trip for a submari ne, but al't
rine might become a I|little ran
we were al/l |l ooking forward t
through the Panama Canal

When we arri v,ende isnpeTnrti ntihdea df
anchor in Chagauramus Bay, by
They came out to greet us, an
when I di scovered the Command
Guard was a David Bl oom, who h
rison's when | was t here. It w

hat eveni
was i n

t

d

uor was |
d managed
boat !

Our West higohadstwiseen joined
East Coast fleet, ydgbomalru dieng He
ACHEROWe conducdwrhdmarnitne exer c|
day all t he way Rio®Whiulre ntelxd Ip
and the beaches of Ri o are ve
pall ed by the petty c¢crime, fro
the beach, to slsi pwriinsgt woaftfc ha w
ing down the street and runnin

Our next pomMonodfeve dlmlo Uwaug u a
ng | remember mo s t about t
n we arrived, as Supply Of
ctor to come down ta®mk e@d ckh
p's company to put their b
S, with their names and a
tWeesn it was returned on bo
l'i nevmt ba@d | the clothes t
dl es! We -thveaad peorlndg yst andi n
going through identical (
clothes, .(tTchefilmdntdhegi rmam
popul ar!

On entering and | eaving-hart

O ScCc —— T o T oo

- T Q@ SKQoOmo T oo
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er , and was responsi bl e f
k) when we | eft port. On
r had not beenl secwudd b
g g from inside the subn
m on the casing again
eck railweeonnyausgbma
ea you must wear a s
hooked into a track
al ong. the casing

The weat hterbbwasnt her e was
unni ng. Whil e we were work
i pped uwadteerr tahned | found my
nd washed oBercaube ofdey sa
"t gotf aars the bow came up a
n boplaaanddi ng in a kneeling po
n thehawicng pylmekefd Im had
wearingylelbtafmadt havw ibdaerg .t h

Safety belts were notWhenng ¢

o9 oo oQ

Sps—~oow >0 —
— QDY S0O0O0

N o~
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Ssubmarine is on the suhéaea
bridge staff ar eomogve sa btowv et h ¢
and the water filling up thi
flooding <casing. It S not

bridge full of water, which |
datory under those condition
to hear when someone woke yol
ni ght wer e, "l't's cold and v
be, "Seven bells, sir."™ Thing
why submariners would much r
cold and wet weat her ? Submar
the surface, unless they have

I had damaged my | eg, but
ti.oMe were nowdmoundc ofmboBrao b mtdr
As we came around the breakw.
t wo of fat and one of |l ean”
the .Jetwas the mv. Di pl omat ,
tain John Shar man.

I invited Captain Shar man
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for a drink after,bedaunserthéan
sailing neXheyomonshghave <c¢ome
sev-ehi,ang it was gone three
they | eft! We had more than o
ti me | saw Captain Shar man, b
through Chri st mas cards

We eventually arrived back
a couple of days in San Di e
qguite a bit of ti me away, I f
submarine qualification reason
written my notebook in |l ong ha
typed. Shirley .was not | mpress

r—kQBHU)Ur—rWO
PC O COTTODO

wo QO
o >oo

<swuwQO<
O cCc o —

(@]
o

be

Wi t h t he notebook finally
ached as much as possiwabke |
adywyfqgqualification. This inv
e USN coming to sea with us
ard. Wheeénohnh wasmch, we would
bmari ne, where he would test
thing in that submarine. Thi
nt, followed by me aomematiumd
estions on gener al submari ne
nsive .few days

lwas very pryouadwteghoda hi ns |
mmander Char.ll eg hMinko ,Sves Ne y
od deal of the credit,), due
er the notations in my not el
hn Rodocanachi

Shortly after dtlthecamep quat

i $irtom t he Director of Of fice

reer Manager as he was call
pposed to map out your indiyv
s that they wused a dart boar
u were going next.

Any officer who wished to
uld ask for an interview, w
ing told all the things you
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necessarily true. Career Man:
ent s!

I n Iight of my subsequent
vy, I have copied part of t he
Career Manager, as a result
of my career prospects in sut

"I'n view of the fact that
three years of age, and
recently qualified in sut
bl e that you might advanc
Executive Officer of a s
i n submarines beyond that
doubt f ul

Yours sincerely,

Leslie J. Hut chins
Captain, Royal Canadian N
I n March 19%6$7si i edswygs bo

beth Hunt was'"@wfor Maroah,t htehet
my fdst hberrthday. She was pl
mont h . Noaw etrhe worl d was t wi ce

fore. We now had two | ovely
ends of t hd oaonttihmairsta,nd mi | ¢
zones apart. Kerry was as sk
She also had |l ovely &eyes. Un
with colic, which made Iierkna
so much noise could come out
as Lindsey wa s cal m, Ke ey
thought that there was some r

Unf ortunately, at about th

as causing me some probl ems,
o have some work done on m
| ear about what happened wh
ow or ot her, after the oper
l es in the same | eg and the

The doctors spent mont hs t
pened, without ever producir



148 Ray Hunt

When | came out of hospital
apy for nine months on both my arm and leg. Even today,
my right thigh muscle has a |
Shirley was convinced that I

was in hospital. I am not con’
attacked my | eg and shoul der

My medi cal probl ems nearly
one time there was talk of bri
but I convinced them that [ h
t hat I was now fit for sea. T
back in submarines again.

At about this same ti me, Ca
new submarines i n Engl and. T
number of trained submariners
we started to | ose some of t he

we had, as the¥ngémedposted to
What with them being posted

ficer being selected for subma
told that I woul d,amael wwtoary idn ¢ e
Executive Oof ficer, or second
GRI LSE Things were starting t
only had three years service I
seniority asOm Apreilt ®Rgotl 96 8
came Executive Officer of HMCS
significance in the date?
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Chapter 13

Executive Officer

-
S

5

Note

Grilse is the submarine that
is surfacing on the cover.
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ThexeEwa | Of fi cer goes by a
XO, First Lieutenant, Number <
Ji m, and those are the polite
Navytyhe term nor na®l y used was

The XO is responsible to th

running of the .é&hlep tdeerpagubmearti
report throaobbdhmognedeari rEgh Dep a
This is different f whoentttehe nie
neering department is totally
call the seamen or deck degdart
i€ ommand

Dumg the previous three yeal
the various depart pseuncths aisn otpt
tions, communications, i el addr
tion to the first job | had as

advantages that bave rearr itnhee iorf fg
ship colByeagaesng t hr oughyoal |
get a gw oedd gkeh eotf e a c hai |jThebr eef notr e
by the time you became aYQ@r gou.
eveydepar tnmeret siuhmar i ne

Shoyaflter bXOoweiweg e t olwd tF

would be making a d
Japanlt's a country
been to, waso gtohing t
nevf or. me

Onthewayacr oss ifiche
ﬁ we st oppddckaralt Har b

whe wewer e h oytwoe ds ubb -
marines, the USS GR

= the USMORREhe hospit
ﬂ.l;,was i nfeosesit waur ec e |
L tions, t o shaonuds ef opram
dinneffbBe Amer i cans I

. & ganged upewenr egqsri r ed

to atveginiki ndper elas -
cause weheaeroa@gf t hemer ¢ Wiewl v ead- e
ry other day. We were glad to
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so twhatoul d gelt some rest

When we arrived back,tihne Viu
marine was bul gi wigtdato d.idbhsi ng
werwy heap 1 n Jaedags, sion wae hab gt
just adbyhi ngonehaoullTthegernte st
ostapecordigrcd es (broken down
part wduwhladowi t heé submajwerd ¢ aehrdt
mat eWieahad Wwagfear aj usmomanrt chesr t

Unt i | this time Shirley an
hous.ing

| twa s Shihwd et ook tveh e ibuyinnigt i
hous®he fewt s¢shatl d vhng e oa
somebo ¢ eles hevmwe coul d be i nvest
h ome

We obgta br amddowmse on Crle®nctn h
Nat uwrlailke myo omder, etwhd aitglséam f o |
butof courfsceunwde t he money. Sh
ci al manager . She was &excell
credit that we .bought that hc

I think she | earnt from he
excellent money manager. | f
think | would have done it, l
ried about how we were going

Living on the West Coast ¢
the western states. We campec
i n Montana. We saw the ruggec
mountains in Wyoming, d@amdololfy
wo od, California. The scener)
di fferent from thalt odn'tthedec
now, which one | prefer.

One trip, when we were 1 n
San Diego, we had our room b
asl eep! We woke wup to find ¢ttt
| et had di sappeared. We wer e
no identification, money, tre
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I reported it to the motel r
k, o0 nc htame eo ftfh at he may ha
ngs he didn't want . Sure e
l et , with their contents s
Swi mming pool

Luckily, al | t hat had been

, about thirty doll ars in
es and Canadian money hac
e told us that i1t had pr ¢
d money right away for a

ested in the cheques &etc
my wall et and Shirley's

hes, by our feet!

I n 1968 the United States N
i di esel submarines. E
arine was to be comr
I st di es el submarine.

4, and was a very tired,

Her el ectroni c e qoufti lpEmentl 9Ma
d while we nursed her along
ys were numbered.

Meanwhi |l e, negotiations wer ¢
wa and Washington over the &
rine from the USN surplus i
me t hat we were going to b
ich was two years younger th

I took three senior Chi ef P

e
q

ney
equ
I c
ede
t er
t h
ot

c —
o T =
© 3

ew to Norfolk, Virginia, to

dian crew that was dgnoeidegbdt o
rine When we arrived at t h
ere wer e numer ous boat s ti e
oking for one ©OHBdGth6hiatds tfhien.n
Of al | t he submarines t her |

en fifteen, only one had a
aff), and a flag thad47bmsi ttg
n!
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e do not per
t sorry excu:
aps | shoul d,
e USN. I wi |
f events that
CS RAI NBOW.

ny was fl own
efore we took
on taking he submarine t
pth, with a combined Canadi
test depth without 1incide
en a nor mal evolution, t he
at went through the USN cr e
l ight of | ater die vhed voep ndeonnt

On the passage between Nor
unable to dive, even if we h¢
sors wviouwodrnk, and as you need
surface the subiardinwee.we Tchoeu
many fresh water l eaks i n tl
room watchkeeper sswehatdh eero gneeaar
we sSstopped in any port inclu
in Victortaswepdamuen di esel s
compressed air |l eft to start
commi ssioning was a story i

n

We arrived back in Victor
We could have taken GRILSE t
we had Iliterally wal ked off
However, politics came into
| ooked bad for someone i f, a
i mmedi ately wal ked back on b«
sea. As a result we remai n
April, while repairs were car

That summer I was told tha
ake the six week Attack Coo
S supposed to prepare one t
eady been XO fo vV e a ye

O Object to a t t t he

mi ssioning
Our fud | c
rfol k, but

N
e
d
t
b
t
[

5 O DOMmAQOo
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r o r ar
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About a month or t wo before

my six weeks in the UK, I rec:
taking the AC Cour se, I had b
Nawy Submarine Commandi ng Of f
Course (COQC), c o mmabnel ryi Griebfee r r
name Perisher was de& ioreidgifmaln
of the Periscope Course. Ho we
by that name because of t he |
failed, or perished, on the co

The pass rate for Perisher =

course this meant that you cou
foll owehce Isya me number of failL

Il n a small submarine force |
boats), a string of failures ¢
may not be enough Captains avsze
That , in fact, was what had ha
ing on Perisher due to somebod

I had been in submarines f ol

I was now on my way to Perish
of ficers with more seniority t
spend from eigh to ten years
selected for Perlsher. The <col
cember 1969.

Besides being sent on Peris
Hal i f ax

As these changes had taken

had many things to do before
decide what we were going t o
we sell it or rent it? We hac
so we decided to rent It aft
was coming to the University o

We decided that Shirley and
to the UK with me. As the Peri
| ocati ons, we felt it best for
er and father in Liverpool. Th
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el ementary school and | wou
much the same as | had done
in the Merchant Navy.

Whi | e we wer e getting re
Shirley's parents arrived f ¢
pl anned for some ti me. It wa:
and the weather was beautifu
particularly Shirley's mothe
chail ®emague on our sundeck in
the sun. The pleasure that t|
this holi day also gave us p
t hem

It was particularly good t
time with their grandchil drei
of us | iving on two differen
felt very concerned about th
two of her grandchildren in
only <chil d, therefore our gi
grandchil dren It was a prob
although they saw more of th
ever, they n@vemwisagwutphem

Within a couple of weeks o
we were on our way ourselves
we would drive across the col
one we had taken on our way

y was now two years ol
on she had taken to
t t oihetmamnyhat she v
r 1Ty, but she did it
e y used a toilet 1 n
pins and needles waiting for
del i vered i n at hlionukd ovuori cfer i en
point of cleaning their toil
visiting with Kerry!

On the trip across country
Kerry would not run away wher
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the road for a pit stop, was t
know i f you find a snake." Tha
We stopped in Connecticut t
and Bil.MThengalkls had a great t
pool , and Shirley and | were |
although they had visited us I
By the time we arrived in Hal
tot al osfi xt wsetnattyes on this, and
there were so many options by
the United States. I n Canada
l'y by the Trans Canada Hi ghway

Af ter doriwt iame iant t he Fir st
rine Squadron Headquarters in
over to the UK.

As we were not l ooking for
back from the UK, we had arr
storage .in Halifax

We arrived i n Liverpool ab
1969. Once Shirley and the gir
|l made my way south to join CO
in Gosport. This was the same
nine years wearlier after fail
thinking that my <career i n su
had started.

Here | was, at the same pl a
mate course in subs, t he Subme
Cour se.

It was a strange ol d worl d.
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Chapter 14

Perisher and Command

Perisher 1/70
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It was good to be back at D

appointed Wardroom, overl ooki
mouth Harbour. It al so overl o
mo st -kweolwn pubs, the Stild]l and
change. It was very hard for
on this course, which was rec:
marine world as the toughest

submarine cour ses.

Everybody who takes this <co
there is a high failure rate,
mari ne caree.Mhieg eatt samoems@&cond
don't go back to a submarine

over . I f you fail, you wil/ h &
However, it's interesting to n
appoint ment of failing Perish
went on to an excellent career
Perishers, as we were call e
tain reverence by other submar
mystique of Dbeing part of the
was by myself I woul d often wc
was, a for mer Merchant -Neawvegn o
years of age hopefully about
mand a submari ne. My fellow P
years younger than | was, and
years experience in submarines
fi.ve was as though | had a ti
seat, only to find myselHf bei
and wondering hoblwend ogi ntghetrhe
woul d notice. Oof cour se, t hat
ti mes before the course starte

Ther e wer e five ot her of fic

from the Royal Navy and one @
The Commanding Officer of the
| y «c @llelaecdhies , al ways an experie
comméai ng officer, of Commande
carefully selected for that po
|l east two Ssubmarine commands,
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f amirnded. Whet her a student
sion, and only his decision,
how a student perfor ms.

Ther e ar e no examinations

Should there be a personal it
a student, as there someti me
per sonal Vi ews. He i s requir
on his performance, and whet|
tent and safe commanding of fi

I f we thought there was a
shown to thdt Padiesdherigni fic
the way TeacheHi swawa st ree aliiegh |
posi.OuonTeacher was a Comman
Navhe was everything Teacher

The first part ofistomavsag otl
easy.part

It was spent reviewing tac
room aspects of attacki.nAgf t &
Christmasld tweawe®lu to the Atte

sayn the Isle of Bute, in the

Having enjoyed our Christn
we travelled up from Liverpo
rail way carriage. Our'tfehtews

why we didn't suff erwhienr esisl el
running round chasing peeeptle
haps we had become wused to
ceptance since |iving in Norj
get some heat

The Perishers stayed,ai n otvh
old grand hot el

|l e we were at ,tShha rAtetya

go for l ong wal ks on t heWehi

stayed there for a week bef

which time Shirley went back

The Attack Teacher was a p
ford to make mi st akes.
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It was the only place wéaere
not too many! |6t wasy hbuwis
the | ower part |l aid out t

ith a periscope extending

r.Thh&r tupper part was where

d control the movement of

S, whi ch r epr.eTsheinst eids owlre

nt the art of attacking, W

g paramount at all ti mes

As | ,tshaisd i s where you coul d
t run down by ships you had
n adrouhad miscal cuBaitreg 1thei
ship was signified by t he
nd own. The noise left yo
dthink the Wrens enjoyed t
our turn at being duty at

Before you got i nvol ved wit
mpl ete confidence in your ¢cz¢
cture i n yourMuhcehado fatt hailsl itni
we cadnkeadal gyommma&s taii ans . was qui f
was to make sure that the subr
to a safe dept h, bef ore any o
you down. At the same ti me, y
firing until the target was as
but still ensuring your submar

periscope exposure i s on
S raeldsuoc et ot h e dnouodkdse, r t lody
d,

aim i
call e to a safe mini mum.

| n pite o f t he John Way ne
should not be up for more thar
i's better, and in that time yc
beegverything you see

Whil e | don't want to bore
necessary detail s, I feel t hat
more to raising and | owering
woul d suggest. Firstly, you mu
mast head height, or obtain it

oc—uwsc-so
®® TO0T O —'C

~+T Cc T Q@
O DT DO
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a
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When you raise your peri-sc

hairs on the target and annolt
neously turning the range ha
di stance bet ween mast head ar
"Rang-<t hias . " The periscope as
ur e, and you calcul ate the r
down

For simplicity sake | won'
the range calcul ation, but wi
2000 yards. Having already a:
mum speed is 30 knots, and Kk
knot s, the wor st condi tion [
closing rate speed of 36 knotf
or 100 yards every five secor

That means that our targe
yards, could be right overhe
allow 60 seconds for our sub
depth to a safe depth, wher e
top, you would be safkemowd hat
safe for another 4h0avsebdeoords nl
er |l ook at the target. You d
seconds just out of curiosit
fore the 40 seconds are up.

Whi |l e | have just shown a
become a | ot more difficult v
proaching you. Then you @ree
de@dpi mes for al |l the escort s
goes up. l't'"s in the heat of
|l ose one of your targets, whi
ri.ne

I't's not |l it ke a surface sh
ple on the bridge to help vy
there is only one pair of ey
i's responsible for the safet
we | | trying to sink his enemy

That's why it i's essenti al
the total surface picture in
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You must use those few secol
above the surface to absorb

can. Besides taking a range an
compl ete ment al picture of eV
the targetag@gisnhpe ai gweavi ng?
i's weaving by | olbdkd s gt haew eshpaeseed
using for the target in the fi
right? You can get a good indi
and | ength 'sofbovhewavaer.geWhen we
Teacher would occasi onjalldgy6 Itceil
t hen, after you had | owered th
was f.MThisgwas to see iefveygthtr

you .saw

During
ed up wi
to ride
glued to

he subsequent sea ti
scars on the bridge
e periscope on its w
he periscope, unt i |
was to ensure that you saw evVve
i ng at, i the I imited time th

The Panel watchkeeper, who
ing and | owering the periscope
Captain, would keep a score or
get during his watch. |t beca
t ween the Panel watchkeepers!

Even in the Attack Teacher,
tain had finished his attack,
dr ai ned and exhauét edv,e nanhde ewme

t
t h
t h
t
S
n

yet . That was to come after a
Teacher i n DOLPHI N. I found it
the course Bofwhtotw BPrei shers.
some were struggling already,

got better every tilmet hihrek- Idi
bet ween

Il n -mebdruary the Perishers f|
our seaWphasee booked in at t
just off t hHea vmanign psatsrseeedt Gi br al
in a merchant ship it was inte
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n the Rock. We were going t
he most intense part of the

It was a r edupl art rfoutel nien
ansport to our submar i-tnhei, r t
eakfast on board and under:
her Captain taking the sub
ven, we were inhahengxmade
zvous with our target, norr

Shortly after seven we WO
tacks for the d

o
t

w -
(ORI O RN, B B

o n —

te woul d
befEarcd =
t 30 to
d take it in turn to be
n't doing that they woul c
ons in the attack team,
rol .wWal ovelr 2t @and | empl oyed
ty Cat at hack. Af ter each a
d sit i@ thei Cawtahn Tea:
would critique the attack, w
n run

u
k woul d t ak
I
e
[
t

We would continue attackin
ght , usually returning to
eniDegpite bei nwge dwoaudl dt iirnevda
in the barbdemrs awictohupT ea o
X, bef ore going to bed abo
er again next mor ning. We
Sundays we dihat twaye bec asu
as reserved for analysis of
i .e., would you have hit your

Whil e the timing of the da
the five weeks we were there
each week. For the first wee
get . For week two, we had t wc
started week five, we were L
where all the ment al gymnast
Teacher really bloare.offlerawi twe rTel
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6 4 Ray Hunt
ips up there, which could r
e wrong thing. When you see
full speed it certainly at
ere Teacher came into his ow
There are two periscopes in
ri scope was the duty Capta
ope was Teacher's. That' s h
e. | f he thought t hat you h
re becoming dangerous, he wi
d i f necessary, order the su
pth. This was not uncommon ¢
t It Sshould not be happenin
ree and beyond.

I f it did, there was a cl ear
Someti mes, j ust to prove a

u at high s

ming right at vyo
at your | ast |
h

Y, 1900 vyards

ty Captain to the galley to
r IWhnecnh t his first happened,
ne mad. Here we had a situa
en racing towards wus, aanndd hvwee
s sending the duty Captain t
s really doing wasneeatdov il g kt
e ship for another 35 second
q dalel ey and back

Week five was normally the
de up hi s mi nd about his Pe
eve that each of us knew in

d who was having probl ems.
our team during that week.
use you could see them stru
re i mproving.
The nor mal procedure i s that
cision to remove someon
for a boat to come alo
ps. He then takes the s
I it

i
| him the bad news. Wi
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of f the submarine on his way
out of the hotel before the
evening.

The thinking behind this r
prevent the remaining Peri
tempting to consol-mattehse,i ri
mai ned on board, or seeing
e hotel that evening. Whil e
S necessary, to make sure
st sight of the aim. Never
iends must be going througt

end of the five wee
r Perishers were given a
w l'ly wanted to do
e, and S 0ome rest. Those
t, the most intense in m
aims was to get you so
Y, to see 1 f you would c
those extreme conditions.

We flew back to London, an
pool to see Shirley and th
d a tremendous s eWhsiel eoft heex
'l a I ong way to go on thi
t wabkf ovedi dn't make ,lanfye
fident that | was going t
n failed on the | ast day
se for complacency.

The next phase of the cour
Royal Navy establishments.
Royal Navy officers on the ¢
two RN officers and two Col or

One visit particularly int
Detention Quarterld iwas Paretad n
The prisoners’ routine was a
cal exercise and cleaning ev
7pm the prisoners were all ow:
at attention, to watch the BE

—h—én—r-qu—r
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news was over it was "one pac
their cells for the night. Ver
once their sentences were serv
Af t er the visits it was bac
Here we | earnt the tactics and
out such things as Speci al Ope
Section of the Royal Mari nes.
We also | earned how to condt
a ship's bottom through the
mi nel ay, ho to make a submerg
of t he cons erations when tr:

Th

h o

d
mari nes. n it was back to
weeks to e up on our perisc

The final phase of the Peri

t woeeek period at sea, where e\
woul d be thWeowwreraet swspposed to
in the Clyde, but luckily for

ships for us to operate with |
Gi braltar again.

This time we were in HMS/ M
manded by a Li eutenant Commar
of the scruffiest |l ooking offi
a war m, hel pful person, with a
mention this event because he
Biggs, KBE. I believe he i s st
&ir Soéruffy!

That | ast t wo weeks .Wer di an
everything from attacking sur
neath a ship, with the top of
from its keel or propellers, t
Whenever we were doing somet hi
it |l ooked as though we were a
frigate would appear on the sc
ally Teacher magi c. He woul d e
face ships on the radio, gi vi |
them when and where he wanted
scene. This often meant aborti
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edulilti,ngwi t hout getting caugh
It was very much a game of

At the end of the two week
ally debriefed on ourl pemy oc
was delighted to hear t hat |
team of four had all/l passed.
then or now, whet her I woul d
t he answer WouII:Ithwae aof et
my | ife that nly a few mana:q
thing that once you've done
peat it. I't's too draining.

That afternoon when we arrtr
was one al mighty champagne
OTUuUS ater that evening we pou
tralian, on to a plane for L
We never found out i f he ever

Next day the rest of wus f|
our separate ways. Since Pe
few ti mes. I have al so staye:q
visited.  @Qfustheal oaher two RN
met one of them since, Barry
Teacher himself. The other |
Out war d Bound school i n Nor |
Teacher many times since Per
ary 1994, when we had dinner

Shirley and | had planned
on completion of Perishei
l and, where we intended t
I reported in to Canada
from Gibraltar, I was t
in touch with me, becaus
Victoria as soon as possi
W as Commanding Officer.

I

déi dmi nd going back to V
but I thought that . Thayserive
were adamant t hat I had to b
awagyo there was little to be

S5 5

Iy
Il re
Wh e
tur
get
to
@)

B
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Shirley and | wer,bevaugedi t
met hing we had al ways want et
ppen

I fl ew blafcahéeéone HR had to pi
r t he .Jdwelv d ewdstour car wi tr
urse our furniture .What i meai
at our furniture woul d be n

ousand miles back to Victor.i
rrits cover s.

This ti me | was Ccrossi.Ag t |
ey needed me in a hurry | d e
e northeérwast atnoesved 1 n for
kol wat arrived in Victoria 1in
X .

When | reported on board |
ally was no need for me to

ri ne walst imouled ibe anot her t
was readly to go to sea

I was very wupset that someh

n, I had been told that my i
ria right away. Yet when | a
ch urgency. Nobody seemed to
tion had .Tbmeefwam not hilng

udgo back to Id hedo UKas As éedt h
The only thing that temper ec
S now about t.0Ong &Mpni Ic, 6 Nna
nt the traditional,wimeéséaaqea

me | felt thatifll Iwaowd dt miev e
med commandvas time to have
tter I had received from my
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Chapter 15

First Command
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I must admit, there i s some
@i ped @fbomrardhe first ti me as
Commanding Officer is piped ab
mor ning, and again when . Qteh dre g
t han that most Commanding Offi

mal ity in their own ship. I S
determined to be piped on boat
make a.lpdaiimdt it to ensure that
force was only a small part of
ognized as equals with our sur

Al s o, I wanted to make sure
ficer of RAlI NBOW was being pi
only a Lieutenant. I was to
Commanding Officer t
Ray Hamd ,t hat the [
mandi ng Of fi
were such a
usl just made a point of re n
certain amount of jJjealousy, b1
elite group, trbad cna wnsge aonfd ocuarmar

The | ease on our house did |

I found accommodat i on.Afl ssro, myt she
was | ittle point in Shirley ar
they stayed in England until o
e

When a ship comes out oup r
to get t
BOW was

rew back I ntRAlTaN+ <
g to be in refit
ty of tiwowe Wapgl al
d various types of
e the ship ever we
s Canada did not h
mari nes, much of this trai.
Diego and Pear!|l Har bour .
to be made with the Uni te
Commander , Submarine Forc
red to as COMSUBP C, tuop sc a |
m Pear| Har bour .

O~ m®mQsS T ™
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When we <carried out our s e

our insurance policy along w
i nsi sted t hat the foremen lof
worked on our refit, came to

diMe' s amazing how safe you
ing that some of them had th

watertight integrity of the s
Al the trials were succes
ments and modifications. We

Af terfitalseceo of the original
and the subsequent passage t
new boat

Shirl ey and the giandd we nmec
i nto our house .showasyntber e
l' iving in our own house agai
was that we arranged for Shi
when the submarine was there.

I was | i ke a kTHhi svilhihg abIna«
all .miwas responsible for ev
this submarine, w.hTehtelreer wla sd ia
amount of awe at being in col

was a marvelAows héreelaisp@gct
command t hat one does not t hi

i n your cabin a | oudspeaker
Il wi ght and day. Even when yo
er i.bt one @emrituit be tomelrwa ttchh
and the sopwhnedr er otohne sonar wat
don't know how it happens, b
for some unknown reason your
the unimportant i nformati on
forbudt i's i mmediately alert
There is also a microphone cl
can talk to t.lAe swordtarcey esths pa
more sl eep than a submarine (

I n a submari ne, your mind
changes.

There are so many differen



172 Ray Hunt

t hat changes are easily detec
pump that stops and starts. A
l'y goedHighi pr essure air being
asleep, your mind noti ¢fecsr tshcem

unknown ,reaabarts you to sound
which tells igou
not quite right

Af ter aaye \pers
sage we arrived
Har bour .

My first actioc

/ i nitial greetinq
Bringing HMCS RAINBOW host ,bbat USS PU|
alongside in Pear]l Harbour ER , was t o C a | |

Wal ter , EOMSIUB -
The thing that surprised hi
s Canadian submari newhwasas
Commanding Officers were a
ve.Tmés strange phenomenon
Submarine Base

It was even more strange ir
e officers in RAI NBOW were |
tflsn their submarines they wol
e Captain, a Lieutenant Co mi
re of ot her Lieutenant Co mm:
d junior grade) and Ensigns.
t
b
t

Mo w =0

I never t houg.hlth eo fCaiptt ai axs |
to do, as did everybody e

We had a gwompWe woarkked hard
Americans gave wus tremendous
with many targetsfrieremtai oppa
ringksirley stayed for a week,
ti me, being showered with hos
friends that I had met, from
hosted by REMORA on the way to
earl i er.
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The Viet Nam war was stil|
and many of the USN ships ba
over i n the western Paci fic.
States there wae a ra.
guirement to
up to a .wAs
part of the
for ourupS/V,orl

Admir al i n . .

fered our se SRR &=
Ameri cans. [l e Se—a—a
t hat we wer —
back from P%
bour before .. wo. o< <.

our way to San Diego.

On arrival t her e, my juni
amount of i nterest t hat it h
only Lieutenant in the Canadi
jor warship, and | mu s t admi
was now | ate 1970, and | had
my arm for ten years. Admi tt

eutenant, ther

as an Acting Li
years seniority as a Lieutense

Working with the USN was
for all of us. I tried to | e
carry out attacks on the tar
I was determined that my off
get as much experience as po:
bef ore they went on Perisher.

Thi s was because mll | lwavédvd o ml

tacks before | started Peri st
One of the crosses that a
bear ipd alyd mudw. Submariners a
are no two ways about it T
foutol dbeir coll eagues.
I n my career | experienced

remember the first ti me
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On the way back from P,ameyr |

Executive Officer (who 1s <cur
First Sea IChi & f of Nadvap @&prer
carried out his wusual eveanng
the first.NowemaDngycompl eti on of
reported to the captain that
this evening he asked me to cc
roowmnth him to | oab& aa&ai domet he
recognize it.

When | saw what It was | f e
because of i Wass |tahreg ed csoirz ema't |
Admir al Small “Ist hewassgabouer s er
fedtt was mawer obbbaeed yi s haa dleo o
surrounding the insignia of t|

dol p.hSoome offplmyéc¢muéw deci degd t
needed vanisrowafi i Haand they f an
ral's door mat .

Admir al Smal | was not noted
and | was sur & that ittakeoultdm
staff to figure out .wihoklihlakgdn erwe
t hat one of  htihse sWwDhSMmalasshh@ D o u't
Vi sit Vi ¢yt oarfitae rs hroyn t & umanr i v a
mad e arrangte me mmtes cwipt ai n t o
Smal | "sawiang al ready wr iotgtien nh
for i wvasl aemdought itd shu gia | ®ianmbm-
onand askes d#&xWGwig tno ohn hi s a
in Pear|l

A buw a monthrbkbatlevedr afiram .
Smd88 saying how much he'shad gen
Pearl Har bour

He al so thankednme tthomutt maey
tonofthe rnedumant i | t he Hh.aesHs piad
t hmat waski wwalr of me to sendhéhi m
mat cdlbéeris ishuldIignbecahes ehad been
ing for a neae onedydhdvde rrvesmo !'hi s
Who saiidit hdead sense of humour ?

When we weinguto poefr avti cedor i a w
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arrange Fami |l yiceDaay Weaadwowtl dt w
the flaems f or a,sdayt hety sea |l & s
husbandss odi tsoall pd bBeme wb¥.,e g
who weltlee veedr aboutisbaerds bein
mar i.MWes showed t hemndetlvealsyot hd an
howvwee ybody xa&keomtelww ewhat to do
mergendy lped them wunderstan
verybody jJbhelvetdewas no rea
ernedt atblbe safetyinedr tthleeisru
nes

One péarrt iFcaumi |y Day proved

OO MmO

rassing. Weorhame brought the fa
couver by bus and ferry, the
take t hemichbiaax ki n ot We.l sabmbhdi B
|l eaving the berth was not goi
ship close ahead iokeciméy andeel
ed to twist the sthoeurtn heoayd wafyi
woul adttwhe .Wobwnowmy bow was
ship ahesatdart ed t o, amadk ea phpela de
rudder ivteo me iteoarrea nc e. Hoteevgett h a

mi sjudged how c¢cl ose myansdt earsn
h e adidpfaf, my stern. clipped th

I'f it bedn soingmh&®Shrasey a
er visitors,tdhre tslcenker iwdhge A i
my stern wobodéhepi i irsgknon kti m
ovelr now had ewagudlo Itd aaddowe ke
eras | was moving away the sc
watching daomilTheesi fatl pi,Wwhhnhagt
al so caohiapised t,hadnert oaone

Someti me | ater ther,g ewad ta

no furthket was$si bound that th
was r,omhtiterh exgaedbadeed to t
t hat | ble & drelde fALl s o, there was
submari ne. l n my home, I hav
peller sitting in the cuts t
the original.l wobdaednbpehi pg es
my Admiral , wh obviously -hac
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thel ess, it had been an embarr
families.

Occasional ly, we would take
day, to show them what i fe w
just kept your fingers crossed
ewspaper, hoping that someone
totally wuntrue, juicy story,
thrive.
= The crew | ovedc

jokes on the pre
ticularly the oc
chologist, who ¢
to see what ma d
riners ©Onhek stun
invol ved a sai l
through the subn
ing a dog's | eas
an imaginary dog

ump over t he he

[S—

ings. It was also not wuncommon
boar d, to see two sailors wal
cuddling in a corner. Submarin

The press have never been m
i's mainly because they want a
their own slant, or which they
truth did not matter.

Nor did responsibility. Son
harmless, but at other times I
our many trips to San Diego, |
be willing to give an intervie
found it interesting that a Ca

-up USN ships before they went
| t didn''t seem to be contr o\

However , I insisted t hat a
t he intervi ew, because I di d
host s, by making what they mi

ate remar k.
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The reporter was a Robert
go Evening Tribune. He
interested in what we werfei
mi nutes talking about t he
why we were now wearing
the traditional bl ues.

He wanted to know what
this time, and what the
San Diego than at home.
concerned it was the vari
San Diego area. He wanted
him how we attacked the
exercise, pointing out that
ers in Canada, so that
We coul dn' have spent
j ect .

) €anada SKIPPEx DESCRIBES W AFVEXfRCISVEV o
Sinks Sup¢ Canada Sub 'Sinks’ Supercarner
erdhose we o ,

wor ds talp

peared on

page of '

edition of

I coul d h =

l i eve my ;

story rea

movie scri

describadck

bear ded-e gt
captéawihwow, f
crew
US's Nh
aircr .
minatir
ul at ed
re was
n of (
and

O 7o —7TCcCc w oo
~o®mMg——"00

3
n

t
t
e
c
s
T
t
f

Article reprinted on next page

seeme

di f f e

t hi
mor e
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Canadi anl tNacvoyncentrated on the
Second Worl d War submarine bei
protvecsgdreen and sinking one o

| felt sick and embarrassed.
supposedly helping the USN ye
pression thatwéasspsi sawasgt bos
Luckily for me, I had the U.

ST Sn b TS at the intervi
SAN Ggom‘;reﬁuljlgge UN roborate my si
“If the sailor had seen my periscope story. The US_
he would surely have sounded the was very graci
alarm,” the skipper of the Canadian coul d see t he
submarine Rainbow chuckled hereyes-| si de of it a |
terday. not to worty &
Red-bearded Lt. Raymond C. Hunt | di in have the n
and his 78-man crew is credited with seek out t he C
“sinking’ the U.S. supercarrier Ranger t he Uus s RANGEI
in Southern California war games get his Vi ews

which ended Thursday.

“I saw the sailor clearly,” Hunt said.
“He was on the stern of a destroyer, ap-
parently standing a lifeguard watch.”

Glides Between Destroyers

The Rainbow, a former U.S. World
War II submarine, glided at periscope
depth between two destroyers protect-
ing the Ranger to make the “kill” with
a simulated spread of six torpedoes.

It was done under daylight condi-
tions at about 8 a.m.

“I’ll admit we were helped by sea
conditions which hampered the de-
stroyers’ sonar listening devices,” Hunt
added.

The Rainbow worked with three
U.S. submarines in paying the enemy
in week-long exercises involving 44
U.S. and Canadian warships.

Continued on next page

Unf or tyu n at theel

story wouwagdn't
About a moint h
received a m
from our At t ¢

Moscowi hg at hat

article had ap
Pravda, wi t h

ti adneeds of gl
Canadi an & ubi
Apparently it

was t habtlédtubbi-s
marine could e
one of t he Us
newes:t A hifpesw
weeks after t
&t ar s anaot Isd r i
magazine of tr
Uni ted States
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forces, reprinted .the article

I coul dn't believettbat bt
resurfaced again abouvala Ajeaar
crew was passing tafrtoairghwdrak
RAI NBOW, oft—ti-=t-=o
ri Bhyehad a n SAN DIEGO EVENING TRIBUNE
t @I re w Wi Dihe Cont’d from previous page
trich, and

Positions Kept Secret

t ol d hi m “The exercises were planned a bit
had been differently this time,” Hunt said. “The
with RAI $i@|antisubmarine forces were not given
in t he a r|the starting positions of the submarines
t hem, it r| in advance.”

d he Canadi| TolettheRanger know it was
mari ne t h |“sunk” Hunt fired a traditional green

been S0 s | war game flare from beneath the sur-
agai nst .BA |[face. The he dialed one of the protect-
ing destroyers with his underwater tele-

To my r
the story phone.
die af.t er { Thedestroyertoldhim he hadbeen
Just b “sunk’ in turn by an antisubmarine tor-
pedo.

New Yseaday| | - ,
received al  “That was all right,” Hunt grinned.

home from | A78000ton heavy’ was worth our
ral | i nf o fsacrifice.

t hat | was The Rainbow, the ex-U.S. Argonaut,
mot ed t o L | was transferred to the Canadian Mari-
Commander time forces in 1968. It is the only Ca-

fir st of nadian submarine based on the West
1971. Coast of Canada.

We wer e Lauded by U.S. Officers
spending “We are quite proud to fill the roll of
San Diego he said

Har bour
wi t h t he

Hunt and his crew were commended

é

deal of o u Canadian Submarine Force, Pacific,”
\
by U.S. commanders

Continued on next page
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Har bor,
to Hawai i during
to come out , but
whil e we were on
come out .

The first t hi

ng

SAN DIEGO EVENING TRIBUNE
Cont’d from previous page

“This sort of exercise sharpens the
skills of both the surface and subma-
rine forces. The destroyers know we
are going to do all we can to sink ships
and we know they are determined to
keep us fro doing it.”

Later in the war game, Hunt noted,
the Rainbow was flushed by destroyers
during another stealthy approach at the
“heavy”.

A native of Belfast, Hunt reflected
on the way the Argonaut became the
Rainbow two years ago.

“The American crew waited patient-
ly until the Canadian colors were up,
then they cheered as we “spliced the
mainbrace’ and opened up the bar.

The Argonaut had been ‘dry’ under
U.S. Navy regulations since 1945.

The caption beneath Ray’s Picture in
the 1970 Evening Tribune on page 177
reads:

DEADLY GAME - Lt. Raymond C.
Hunt, skipper of the Canadian Subma-
rine Rainbow, describes how he moved
past defending U.S. destroyers to
“sink’ the U.S. supercarrier Ranger in
war games which ended here this
week.

Ray Hunt

workin@hwrtaytimad®&Sal s

this period.
some of our
our way to P
I knew abou
on boar d t he
Australian
submarine ONS
for a drink,
arrived .along
Whenwall ked
i nto ONSL O\
war dr oom, t he
Shirl ey, her
wrapped round
and toni c. I
l ovely .sur
Agai n, we h .
wonder f ul ti
Hava i i

As | have
ti oned, t he \
war was in p
during this |
was onl vy n s
therefore t h
we wer e i n F
we woul d meet
of ficers wh o
eit her on | e:
Vi et Nam, or
t hat wer e r e
from their wo
I wi || al
remember one
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from the Marines that I me t
been injured by a mortar, w h
junglee remembered nothing mor
the ambulance taking him to
huge, busy military hospital,

Wh a't surprised him was t h:;:
was in the same combat cl ot h
sand, whi ch he had beenHwee anmai
been airlifted out of the jur

Nan@ecause there was a medic
about to | eave Da Nang, he- w
141 and flown to Hickem Fielc
hospital. He had been trangp
staffed,hladdpiat aMor | d away, . n
I n the Second World War he w
fore they could have. got him

One of t he most i nterestin
volved in, was on our way up
part in an exercise

I was exercising wi t h t hi
when we received a message t
was on i1ts way through t.Dar A
exercise was twer milnatreedc,eiard
derls was told to chop to Amer
ter that RAI NBOW was or deUneid-

mak Paasasfway down the Al euti
to obtain as much intelligen
detected.

We spent about two days pa
sonar contact s, except. Thee o
morning a@botksi weoobtained
tact, which was classified a
oming to periscope depth 1
restricted, probably about f
mu m. We continued to close t
bearing, whi ch woul d. Tehnes utr&Ger

range was estimated at about
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gained @zoththektt quite confiden
the Krupny would have a probl e
kept exposure to a minimum

Just Dbef@lreck eint owas obvious
veycl os e, and there, out of t h
grey hull passing ahead of us

Wh a 't a targietHhave cnoiusl sdend ! The
flowing fast and furious.

We took the required peri sci
as we had been tracking him o
al so had mawaei anatngpes for anal
the Soviet force had split anc
rately That i's why wk badtdybaéa
hoping for more!

We were ordered into Kodial
gence information was packaged
cause we were under the opera
can Admir al the information wa
we had been operating in part

The wunfortunate thing about
t hat the Captain is the only
Hol |l ywood movi es, the perisco
every man and his dog can hav
don't want to get caught, y ou
when you eed to. It's very di
you are telllng your team tha
Russian | ifebuoy sentry, only
ably daydreaming about his girlfriend in Petropaviovsk. For
my crew, although they were t1l
was, I could have been fantasi
a Peeping Tom. However, it was
rybody was caught wup in the ex

I sti || have one of those pe
my desk, just to prove | was t

A month or two | ater Admira

whom | was responsible for the
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Victoria to award me with a
dation for '
the operat
fer to see
mendati on

award to R
because t h
many peopl
ved i n
n. For
r
n

<
(@)

e wo u l
no op
sonartr

h 't h apinc

t he son
turnei

K.rHiep noyl

ed it

Wit hout
we W (

been
r ce p t Citation presentation from Vice Admiral Aurand USN
Copy of citation is on the next page
not a

rt.

I a team effor,fl, rectei a® dC
mendation on(3elrepagebabmn)l f .

Each year the Canadian Nav
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Portland, Oregon, Rose-dBgsew)
that was nonstop entertainme
ning to end. We were berthed
alongsidana &1 ghway, separ at
by a grassy patch running pa
wa s abouthoar fcare ride from
would coll ect some of the wi
ways a good visit, and as us!

During my time in RAI NBOW
happened, but space prevent
i ncidents down on paper.



i)
<o

S

o

ma

O TwWwwm

C O —~+Q =~ O
X

(7]

n oo 0

Q S0 W ToTT O —

o --

=y O T - o<

O vQ W”

8 4 Ray Hunt

However, there i s one partd.i
rticular g. It s a
, about at got awa

Iy

t h
On one particular exercise
rtain | ocatookhk anhef mornong,
me destroyers as they passed
ined on the surface wuntil (o
me Soviet trawlers that we |
00 we dived and went deep, \
r - the approach of our destro
pecting to get a report of a

As | was reading | felt the
er to starboard. I was out 0
om in . Wecwpds now heeled to
ees, and a report came from
e after end of the submari ne
uld be heard passing down th

Simultaneousl vy, somaunde hyd
one effect ( HE) , whi ch meant
, was now threshing its prop

Just as suddenly as it begar
aft ceased, t he [

alih didn'"t take | ong

d been trawled by one of

en on the horizon when we

h

r we had made oul
see I f any dama:
ontact was a very
rt side, which was obviously
es, attached to his trawl, h
arted to imagine some of t h
out the huge catch they had
sherman who comes back with
t away, probably nobody beli

I n t hi s i nstance it was an

Later, afte
surfaced to
i dence of c
h
e

have been similar incidents wh
hi gh speed dragged the trawler
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the ship. I n my case
round in circles

brought RAI NBOW into

iod of six weeks in the
ui rement for the Captain
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f

a

w
r

S
t

my Admir al was contact e
endHef wAnsed to know i
on his staff, as submar.i

COMMANDER ANTISUBMARINE WARFARE FORCE
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLRET

Commander Antisubmarine Warfare Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet

takes pleasure in commending

Lieutenant Commander RAY D. HUNT, Canadian Forces

for service as set forth in the following
CITATION

For meritorious achievement while serving as Commanding
Officer of Her Majesty's Canadian Ship RAINBOW during the
period 31 August 1971 to 10 September 1971. During this
period Lieutenant Commander HUNT served as a Task Element
Commander under the command of Commander Task Force Thirty
in combined surveillance of Soviet out of area naval units
operating in waters in the vicinity of the Aleutian Islands
and the Gulf of Alaska from 31 August to 10 September 1971.
In this capacity Lieutenant Commander HUNT accomplished in
an outstanding manner all tasks assigned by Tactical Command-
ers of both the United States and Canadian Navies. Of
particular note was the establishment of a submarine barrier
in an area of restricted waters that assured detection of
any passage of the Soviet unit which was known to have in-
cluded both conventional and nuclear powered submarines.

In addition, Lieutenant Commander HUNT employed maneuvers
to confuse and perplex the Soviet force. These actions as
well as good seamanship and sound tactical judgment signi-
ficantly contributed to the success of the surveillance
effort. Lieutenant Commander HUNT's actions while command-
ing HMCS RAINBOW under operational control of Commander
Antisubmarine Warfare Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet are such
as to bring great credit to his country and the Canadian
Forces.

E. P. AURAND

VICE ADMIRAL, U.S. NAVY
Commander Antisubmarine Warfare
Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet

n €



186 Ray Hunt

weeks. I was delighted of cour
|l was on the American Admir
and thoroughly enjoyed it, .as
He would shift his flag from a
destroyer, then back again. It
was on the carriers | woul d el
never came upsomalsady nf rcoans eRAN
now on board these carriers.

As I still had a couple of
went to sea | was-sabmactad tol
Nowr a, near Sydney, Australia.
to go into hospital for a hyst

n
going to turn the course down.

Shirley would have none of
Australia.

As we were going bdravmenl Bt ¢
ith only the one <crew, we ha
ong the way for crew rest.

L=

It was very good of Shirl ey
trip, but her reasoning was tF
the only opportunity that I W
Australia, and that she woul d
her views changed significantl
card from me from Fiji, saying
flight. She was |lying in hospi
and didn't appreciate seeing
paradise in Fiji, with me comp

Of cour se, I only heard abo
put her displeaspeeatiowa 6sDr @t
a temporary | oss of her sense

An exercise was being plann
whi ch Canada woul d be invited
Admir al decided that he did no
the way to Australia. He was |
the Canadian surface fl eet on
but we could notl gwas$ haskvéadl o
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f urotnheddesti nati on, SO0 aft
me t i me I settl ed on Tah
ench Nav al base, I had [ i
miral that it was an accept

My Navigator and | spent a
our Vvisit, getting all

Even though I had tr

s of the worl d, I had n
h Pacific. I was reall

day
rmi n
se that
or rank. I't was to comme:l
er 1972, the day we were

There was nothing | coul d
st part of the whole pos
s involved. However, at
|l ected for Staff Coll eg
ur potential for higher
ion was forty, s o, as |
I was.just eligible

I had spent j ust over two
d b emar vel ous experience.
rives for command, but unf
, especially in submarines
ere are not enough ships a
cers qualified to command

[

w

— —~ -

received a phone
me t hat I had be
was a must i f

S C PO C T OQ
- =0

I
g
h
a
9

3
o

Ss is very tight. Al t hough
mmand, I kne that | had n
ry fortunate to have had ¢t}

Thi s ti me we sol d our h ou s
e much chance of returning

ctori a, and we had been th
ception of Perisher.

So it was of f in the -c@aunta
unt , only this timeniile was
stead of the usual four t hc
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Brhplaca o Caada's
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The bottom half of the actua

and 17) read: Glomacpbfi €aNad
Fl eet . SAOC West first digi
reunion in 2008. Thdeé Birthp

Submarine Service has quite
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Chapter 16

Staff College and

Halifax Again




190 Ray Hunt

The Staff Col wegeaimedwtrioind |
ered b,uioltdifnagr f r om t h eB ecceanutsree
the grounds were soOoO spacious
|l evel, you couldn'tkeheawihbein
yol d mansion .in the country

There were onewohuwndrdechtasnadt:

| eghes nyeadrll of us had been post
of Camadlathe fact that we wer e
for erhoen/telws mpstived in rentec
ti.oMos of us Iived i n one eof t
calledwehleain i n the Thpushwlal f
miles nortyhi mFog hreercti dl housin
good

Staff Coll ege was <considere

| ermi ng f or mi,l hw a rhya d o fbfeieme rsse |
cause of their potentliwls tfoorr a
mynaywnd air foacewealflf iacserfsor ei
the same viheee ser

The stwdeat al IMap/br ¢ hteenant
mander, wareals t heversdle&i tLi eut e
Colonel s or ,00 mnebMke rasd ed yman
subj,eacntdsi ng Canadjiamt epronlaittiipcnsa l
militarySsevirat egwoddtreogyw!| e spo
ot her gl olddlewessaegreat de al
dobecause t hwerseubnjpaidnieat ssed i n
cates of about .Wedakzso Baddsaot
l ent |l ectures and presehet dtniidn
ed Nations .MThaNewt Yoo kif mp megs im
of tHe UN

On a visit to Rapiwhe@iet yh,adS
been ingi sat StAiart eQd mma n dve \bea see ,
snwe d We had sfhed souweamd dweut o
net mormutwaka t o find about t hr
t he graomudndsti |.Thenamuesgng wpsart
t haelobtphofhet Hoylindeher e we waerge
had about axldadzaeamgSiltohuer e

They were cée,notn daapbhbhivag - Wour
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d Knéwch was wunder si ege
hallTe beat fthlree sliredyieansverput h
orsesvy's oyctuHe n't be heard.

Thi sweadl |tohem t ooughedlkhred hal
ntee get f oocdl §Uomernratyd manelt
rtie, b e weaautstee yo,fe lotthvesgaeyt u ert h
an t hyel nHiohyia d & e dym@ a tsthreit gnmtn -
er vyicfoutl lge it Bahyu nltoiblb wshteo pspne
IS scenewaand ddrtoowsgsen a mev i
net eenvée ht @eadtgd r

On one of viosuiwe setnh e rt Royatl h eA |
Force Segaef fatCoB,ij acsk n elult s.iDduer -
I ng vkinanlaged to fly over t
mot her, but just for one day.
to Belfast since.

I al so saw Thel ma for a ¢
en she came to our hotel t
Canada. She had told me, :
my had sent Ernie home to
art operation, and that t
i m o the Middlesex Hospit
[
n
[

>Swn o

S H4H ~+0n —
-5 T o —

h
t a
g went terribly wrong. S
d in general ter ms, but
tragic affair.

The operation had | eft Err
age, to the extent t hat he
memory. This meant that he c
hi msel f, because he couldn't
He had no peripheral Vision
e had been a bright, young,
d I ast seen hi m, and he wa:
g a rehabilitation school,
n.ce

>0 S~ m® ™" O =

n
e
S

c

This sort of thing is a
even worse for this smart o
high rank in the ar my. I fe
ma , and their children. T
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sion closed ran
ma had | ost b o
her husband wa:
d. When was she

at the Col
my e that I was not
somet hi ng. I f you were going ¢
sponsibility was to arrive at
t o
co

_|
-y
(¢
o
D
— <
-
- >
3
o
-
—~
-
n

catch a bus. We even had a
uld get that right!

As | said, there waA @oddtde
our time was also spent on
te presentations, but | bel:i
ar there.

The naval of ficers amongst
t hat It was an unnec.ddgs aways
I r iggentt jfoocrk ey sdé wehrod hpaln gao sp r
ringing two sentences togeth
ry for a naval officer!

Sometime in April 1973 we r
eer Manager s. I had asked |
UK or the United States, b
correct, Il didn'"t.

Career Managers must take a
because my man told me
he course finished that
t he First Canadi an S
t do without me . |t ma
managed withoutl nmeduloyngl 9%
ar ved in Halifax, where | W a
ro Operations Officer, and S|
ficer.

We were pleasantly surprise:
taken place in the city in the
cleaner (though notThaesr ec Iweearne &

< O O
o o —+

nw n o o

r
t he
S

g
wh e
bec
cou
e
r
n
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ev
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estaurants and sol
ad di mini shed som
the first pl ace)
entres .Ahsw®
ice buildin
changed in

ttractive Dut
the Halifax peninsul a, Wi
31 Blink BoAnnifda rTser rlacda dn'
I I could see was a house
eded a great deal of worKk

However, Shirley could see
Ite Bet weenh us, we made it
me .

The Squadron Operations Of
I ed, was responsible to t
nder for the operations of
mprised the First Canadi an
S no secondhatquwdsoml| anned
ast eventuall y. The s ubma
uld report, t hrough. Il meacttea

C
f f
ad
a

advi sor to the Commander on

e

OO O DO D T QD

r

O —>S @ 7 X ~TWwm

c D

atilonsas an interesting | ol

Whil e | was iin that job |
re to study for my SuUrnf-a
submariner s, surface sh
inations on the standard
er write them at the sa
S . Once they had compl et
ral Boar d. I f they passe

Qo X T
oOoQ@ o T3 MmO

|l e for surface ship co
aining eutrti Masaee.

Submariner s, if they wante
selected for a surface shi
bmarine command, were requi
aminations and Board that t
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di d. During this period | comp
mand qualifications. This mad:¢
know of who was qualified to c
a surface warship and a submat
are qualified to command a me
war ship, or a submarine and a

know of anyone with the three

The east coast navy depl oyect
erating areas during the winte
gone from théed Bagumamiynagntil t|
Our submarines would also rgo
boats were operating,wa W&Ne of
guired to provide the USN with
maine Oper aharmigt yRaui béepdor al l
in their areas

| fdoevw t o the US Navy Oper a
velt Roadsmi ladboutr é6mf Egbedama
Operating Authority.

|l worked directly f

Roads, but I was al so respons
the Commander, Submarine Forc
NATO submarine authority, i n
ther amusing that, because | \
admiral, I was responsible fo
nucl ear submarines operating
tough way to spend the winter
do it!

On my return from Puerto Ri

or an Ame

Squadron Commander i f I woul d
HMCS OKANAGA er t hat year . . |
Would I I ike to do what?

As | had done my initial s ul
ed Stameéshad spent all my t i me
ri nescept Perneédckead t o get som
t heClOass submarines, before |
ci deéhaat I woul d ride HMCS ONC
weeks, during her deployment t
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When | was ,dn fPRearnids hoeurt v e |
a great deal of th€l des mvaDd |
from my USN .T@emiopelragy on of
was sjamd aof ,tclhhbeargener al opel
was the same, but frequently

On Per,i slobemdy had to | earn tt
plied tobatt,adkilngvas goi ng i
OCl aa$§ swbuneed to know a | ot n

Al shoecause of my plredeoiude d
wanted to know everything ab
t heClOads think it surprised a
young sailors  ,wmo OMONOAGATrir y
own qualificaobni o phagiamg sp
when trying to trace an airtr
part mMdentpool ed our knowl edge

of us. Such was the .thinking
On th"ef 4 August 1974 | ass
HMCS OKANAGAN. | joined the ¢

Newfouna@ahand mmedi ately went
the east coast of Canada for

OKANAGAN was a mu c h newe
RAI NBOWenty vyeairms .fheedtad now
command of the ol dest 'sansdu bnr
rines

Accommodati on ity utbhmenrn eme
pace | i,mesathHowmewer, there w
n thamsddagyge to desi ghased oon
se of sl eeping bags

Being British designed and
was spaSitxanto eight of ficers
This was in a space approxir
seven or eight feet wide.

During the day it ,whsrastetdt

S
i
u

ficers could do their paper w
di ned, whi ch meant that appr
work had to be off the table
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me al s. At ni ght the settees
where the offic
their sleeping |

It &@i dake muc

see why al |l s u
take a battery

|l ogi cal tests l
come into subr

You have to be
person w h ® det

upset .Easilinst a
you have to be
going to accept a big foot, f

sweaty sl eepimg plagced next to
eggsyoals were eating breakfast!
sl eeping bags and bunks wReas- by
member showers were not part

0
OperationaCllygss twmer eO f ar su
I
e

American Fleet Class, but as
neweArs a CO | enjoyed the sup
verability that | now had. My
signers forgot that people had
Each year we exchanged a su
Navyhey woul d send a boat 0
woul d operate as though it was
We would do the same with the

for a period of about t hree 1
OKANAGAN was going to be t.he e

Bef owel eft weanwedae, given a
program for o.lPrar d e plfoytmeentj oi |
was that each submarine coul d

tional port visitl duedgqu@gstted ¢
Liverpool, whi ch waesd.i mmelda dat a
wanted to bring my own ship 1in

about toWdappranged t hat Shi
would fly over. while | was

| t was beauti ful weat her wh €

— —
3_1
o —
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I n -mpdi ng. Thi sh ohnaéedl u rbiereqh  Prg/
so it was gobwast oevbeen bnaicckg r t h
didnhave that to go through
main part of our operations
terranean, and off the Spani s

We would be wusing Gibralta
s delighted at the thought

While the submarine was ir
ndon 0O mavet st ayteld! Erni e a

upl e of days. It whs
di fafti ctuilme st ot hraeta | Hrzn
t al onHee bwaasi ns od ai matgeel
his | imitations we
unterbal.aacCyt hgmout a con\
w was al most I|i ke the ol d
ys, he just knew how to mar

Arriving in Liverpool from

=
®

Qs ox— ="
YO OSMmMO OO
®
=
=
-

m
—

me.

The | ast ti me | had arrive
t he Her ds man in 1959, Ad i1t e
proached the Gladstone Locks
times that | had been throught

On my first trip to sea in
Liverpool through t
t that | would be b
ks, so wel/l Known t ¢
Shirley and the g
To me, it was a | ovely home

We had a marvell ou.sWet idned
many things, in only four da\)
i ntervi ewed.Dblyey heo wlrde ssee t |
human interest story and pl ay
under a photo of Shirley and
Echo rdeaanda,di an Submarine vibsi
Shirley's mother and father
vi.Niott only did they have the
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enjoyed meeting the many peopl
ing the Lord Mayor of the city
of their 1lives. Shirley recei)\
Mayor of the magnificent Liver

My ol d Captain from my days
Jones (he wa$ooobpWw andhthys wif
reception on board.

They also took Shirley and 1

i ng I wondered whether he was
Jones, as he had done many yea
My brother's son, Patrick w

chool in the | sle o
om the schooHe twoa saloll
n, but |.Myk ed fagdeoigittee da
he stayed with them i
gceeantdme t hedat Stsroimep elro c a
his school didn't t hi
I have never seen
ness i n Lima.

The highlight of that visit
chael Jones again after al | t
them since we had come to Cana
|l ieve my eyes when | saw them
Control Room halfway . $hirolugyh |
invited them, and hadn't tol d
visit for me, and wh a | ovel
The day before we f
all miyr oXno, telling me t
end one of our sailors back
njured himsel f. He then went
ened. I could tell t hat he w
ounted the story.

The sailor, L ehidd ngy dSe @mla e
ells a story by itself) had ¢
f his dress as he stepped of"
his | thought one of two thin

e

5 ~
QD
—
>
D

OT —Tun o
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I hadn't heard correctly. Th
heard correctly. Apparently,
out in front of him to break
but it also br.oke both his wr

I never did find out why
and | don't think | wanted t
ficult to guess that a certa
IS
S

u

Apparentl y h mai n concern

makeup off hi face before h
on

son | ment i this incident I

Our Engineer Officer was f
day or so, therefore the XC
good escort to get Lloyd bac
ken wrists. When we arrived
mont hs | ater, we were met by
He was not i mpressed with whe

He had to spend two days
who had both wrists in plast
his hands foanwtlyit m@hnign k faobro u

Af ter a wonder ful Vi sit t

braltar.

En route we made a rendezv
rines, t wo Brits and a Dut
fe | took part in a sail p
g Gibraltar. The salute we
I kes, Fl ag Of.fli ceard S wharda raib
e of our Swhberma r h a e sh,a d be
eutenant dlurnewert htethowaght t
d work for someone t hat [ f
r

st became i nterested i n st

It was marvell ous being b:
without the pressures of Peri
certainly a difference going
excellent exercise working ol
i ng with the other submarine
erating in the Gibraltar.Oare
next assignment was the Engli

a
i
n
a

n
I
n
i
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wor ked for FI ag Officer Sea T
ships.

Al too soon our depl oyment
eturned to Hal i-d axne dnlde sswanef
ne. Shortly after that trip |
s SquadronOOpercatrions

One day in that summer of 1
den wiahtmynbanescotch and

ding the newspaper. I happe
newspaper of someone that
spl it second before | st

had gone back about thir
at a face | l ast saw in

wh o had been a good f
Li ke many of our frier
house in Belfast. He, a
, had emigrated to Can

According to the newspaper
ansferred from Hamilton to F
h ol Rehabilitation Centre.

er t hat we met when he <canm
dron for lunch.

was marvell ous seeing hi
t wewByht years of news!
bsequently heard that he
rty shi : was a |itt]l
e who knew amdwt tloi ke rstcy
a been on one a few ye:
o] to join him a f
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a
t

1
r
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updated me on where many
friends were, whi ch | was t he
erJohn had married a Camadditahne
had two children, a boy and a
age as our two girls.

At school, John was my brottl
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I m because he spen
Pl my brother's f

those days, which it

course, John and Mar

— —~+

John had been an ordained
Church some years before
reasons turned to someth
an Church in Halifax had
r for someti me when John
as not very | ong before
sionally. This wultimatel)
rn to the church permanent
hn was inducted as the min
mains to the present day a:c

On his occasional Vi sits t
e renewed his acquaintance
nown in Belfast. Myi trmd teh efrol

which showed how | ong it h ad

why was | being posted

i m. He has also viamiédg. T Thel

I remained in the Submarir
975. I was more than a | it
osting to the Admiral's st af
i ces. |t was ridicul ous, I

ob I was responsible f
s, approving | iquor s
ecommendations for ho
o reviewl Hewéveed I
had just finished m
eople only get one chance, ¢

Wor ki ng for Admi r al Boy
nownd esdBeoryl e. Another sto
e didn't have an wul cer, b
ould guess by those comment
wkward, to say the | east.
t

I think he used O eat Faw

‘<U):,:



er , I got on reasonably well \
want you to present him with a
some good, | ogi cal solutions t
his staff to help him, not | us
sul t, I al ways made sure | h ac
went to see him.

I n November I received a me
Commander , e°foff e cJtainwea rtyh el 917 6 ,
the day from when | had been p
mander. Apparently my Career N
promotion before | l eft OKANA
me in a holding billet until n
stood why | to this s

ad gone
oi nt ment wa s as
still on Admira
the training pol

|t was an
ng as far as | w a
operational si de

My new ap
Training, bu
sponsi bl e o]
the Canadi n
the real t hi
back to th
ot her s.

Two years after being promo
ed the news t hat I had w
|l y dared hope for. 't was
Commander , First Canadi an
tive the firtshe otfopl apasirtyi d
ian Submarine Force. I had
n in spite of my afevel W a
been thirteen years since

Vv
d

e L S B B 2]
QT D® ST D

[

r
e
c
d
0
d
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Chapter 17
CANCOMRAY
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The military thrive on acr
which country it I s, they | ove
out t hreen countimi BATQvi ebtabl i s|
classic acronyms, so that eve
easily understand them. For in

ogni ze CANCOMSUBCARRI BSEAFRON
BAIl RFRON as the Canadian Co mmz:
i bbean Sea Frontier and t he (
Frontier!

I believe there must be | it
Pent agon, MOD ( UK) , NDHQ and t
who do nothing but produce ac:
the same people who do the sanm

The reason | mention acrony
made |li tbhecame an awasonGANCOMSU!]
NONE, the Canadian Commander
Submarine .Bgyuwdsona veryHompwrves

er , I was quickly brought dov
called it CAN GDdViRrAcYl. e sl ni thawa s
ened t.o SM1

As SM1, I had three submar.i
whil e | in turn reported to t|
However, I w alsa tatl esdb, dwahuibchle rme av
the Senior Staff Of ficer Subma
mirals staff. This had sever al
t hat as SM1 I could write a |

mending a <certai nt hceonurasse SDFO(aS
would draft a reply for the Ad
requddt certainly avoided t he
through the system. Of course,
more efficient. It was amazin
managed to do by .playing that

From t hegl f gerdsii ndat he Submari
it was apparerdshohbagperwemnaec
my biggest chall enge. I wasn'
because | knewlethat thbhe spbmpr
very professional aamndd avsemgyodq Ir
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tter, than their NATO col |

ha enough of them in certain

an

SO
n o
wa
h a
Pe
s e
W o
da
bl
me
t h
f o

o ——
C O C

w TS — S
o o

O o

as
Ro
He

d Petty Officer | evel

Because service in submar.i
meti mes di fficult to kwaep
t negydesamnisle they didn't |
S mainly due toBgput éiede i me

d spent twenty years in the
tty Officer, or at .lldashte a
rving i n a destroyeiwumbleacss
uld probably be the duty Se
ys. I n a submarine, with p
e for duty, he woul d prTohbiast
ant that he was away f rfoonr

itrwtoy hours (i .@®LockKrome emg)]
u'cl ock the next afternoon)

This did not compare very

vy. a point that did not g
rving i n.Assubanmare helst |, many
rned to the surface navy

The same problem extientte dwi tt
nior rates. However, becau:
ro, they mainly accepted th
es. I doubt that their. wivVve
I f I was to keep the subn
uld have to obtain some .Isfel
had any doubts about the sc:¢
shortage of senior qualifi
hesitation in recommendi nc¢
submarine alongsi de, watthh e:
adequately qualified crew.
|l ve this problem as soon as:c
Af ter giving my Admiral a
ked for his approval to a|
y al Australian Navy in an

gave me carte blanche to
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range with them, which gave

me vabhnoe.li ddeeacs ded to try the
OQur Attach® in London arran
ni or personnel and operation
nce (MOD) i n London. I wi ||
oWwWs met at the London Pl aybhb
nch with our British guests

OQur Attach®, Camtoavi m Jriem | Wa
miral, was our host, so he ¢

ess our guests. By the end
three) we had traded one C:¢
an to the Royal Navy for thr
esel submarines), for four

om Artifyecaer.s,l tf owasa a good
il needed more senior rates

I spent the first weekend i
her <coll eague, Terry Roach,
r that, it was to HMAS PLATY
te number, COMAUSSUBRONONE!

After a couple of days we nce
arge backlog of young sailo
without enougThhehyulalss ot oh at
or rates than they had bun
greed to train their young
the | oan of half a dozen s
exchange of submari n&n caman
ngement which still exists t
The sight and sounds of Au
|l i fax Dockyard for the next

ebr ow. Only those involved i
With the assistance of t he
rsonnel |, this all owed us to

aining subsequently returnin
their courses

To achieve this | ha&@l ao@enmr e s
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ati dmos a short period to ca
some senior Canadians for sol

"t want to prolong thi
dea to keep up moral e, \
, and particiulbhadybaesub
d provide a submarine fo

[
Y

u

at

ey al so wanted some o
ne

N

was to be shot by a joi
f the
rs were a bunch of hams
GAN
The film company spdmte anow
was cédlilr@d saw it someti me | a
l'y say it would not have won

Kerry down to the submarine
because watching the techni gt

The star, Chuck Connor s, h
@hel RdfoAe mancowboy, he ¢
i mage of a Royal Navy

up as his dialogue co:
sh hard as she tried, it
e good friends with Chu
s Beverly Hi S apart me
h : .
h
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h Moj ave Dese
ner with hi
t hereaft el
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I di dn't real i ze how i
company were in being par
dressed as dying Russian s
i sh sail ors. w had sai bot
mor al e of t h
was over and

f
S

t
ai
st
ying sailors
e transition
er had any her personnel

my ti me as

The submarine that I had |
OKANAGAN, my old submarine.
NAGAN to visit London during



the British sailors serving in
tives downhésioobmasi he. 't al so
portunity to fly to London to
came alongside HMS BELFAST, ju

As wusual, the submarine host
and dignitaries . I i nvited Th
children, who weren't chil dren
Mi chdéalkere were two highlights
was deIigtheei 6t bhesrewas show s
teresting.

Firstly, it was marvell ous

had problems breathing, and th
on to BEILHFASTthe steep gangwa
GAN was a challenge for many
with Ernie's problems the situ

Anyway, by taking it.lveawn s
see him sitting in the corner
his hand tydlokipnego pdwa who had 1
probllefmsonly Ernie's eldest da
such courage.laand arcedserwheat she
long |l egs and knicker s!

As | menti oned, t he gangway
very ,sctaeuespi ng some people to h
on bowaldda decided to climb do

war ds, although it would have
backwaShdes was having probl ems,
came down on her bottom, wi t h
wai.bh @llkams in submarines | F
an arrival!

Ot her guests afranadvianfgf iocne riso
t hem, mnaestebpnpi mpressed with t1
pretended | di dn't know her.
ornypart of it. There was more t

A party or areceptionina
fairl!s Thet term we use, becaus
j owlr, another pawitbfeveuyboboddy



A Simple Sailor 209

Val da found herself in thi
outside the wardr oom, wher e
her, one of the sailors kkdet
was the duty roundsman, resp

the submari nemoevernwyeriyoure,n mi
ng past Waelnd anienwuetres was a I
ition for him than sitting i

I have subsequently chan.
Gubmaride Sal

i
S

I f | thought she would hav
ry | would not have included
| ous sense of humour .

I think we all enjoyed wour
one sailor who certainly did
|l ast time | was to see Ernie

Thel ma phonegtaoastehle da tF
di ed on'tfheAulgfust 198@n aAeo uhte
bad heart,baft dewrasuese of t he
had already overcome with hi
mi stakenl vy, t hat he was -nnue
years ol d. Agai n, Thel ma was
an early age. She was just 5

The First Canadi an v&aub nfaorrir
in 1966, transf eyfrrionny tydhHee Ra
vy's Sixth Submarine Squadr
Hal i f axyyfeoart smaanl | t hat ti me t
a Submari neldeecuindeodn ,t csoor gani

A ship or a submarine is a
en the wife of a senior p:¢
BWA was sponsored by Lady
Ant hony Miers, VC the of/
u®Onenof our 6Sobmamiyngear s
ing first found out t hat I c
military flights, at no cost
be our-ofhoesur . He was deligh
now started to work out the ¢

o=~ —
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Part of the program includec
that had retired, or had | eft
submarine matt errsankVWe rheacde pan os
ing and for mer submariners an
ni ght we organized a Mess Din

our guest speaker. AndHevhlad au
ent hralled with his wartime su
It was interesting to watoct

their eyes transfixed on that
above a bronze coloured cross,
his dinner jacket

Bef or e we had i nvited Ad mi
warned about hi m. He was now 7
nai |l s. He was known for his t

mon knowledge that when he hac

him when he was a submarine CC

was found guilty, which he i n\
h

he would give im the <choice
0

| eave, or three rounds with hi

Anot her story that | had he:
was the Commandant at the Roy.
wi c h. He was a keen sportsman
event held at the Coll ege. On
opposition scored a try, and

was waiting for t heir opposit
Mi ers ran to his team behind t
t h

his players in the eye, wi t
another” tackl e

Il n naval circles he was a |
er since he refused to accept
George the Sixth, unt il he col
pany with him to Buckingham Pa

I had managed to get an ext
he Base where we were having
he Admir al i f he would I ike 1
ng that the bar was about to
o say that i1 f he was i n DOLPH
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bmarine for a drink, and s
was the Admiral and our gt
e Dockyard to find a drin
urse, 1 s not very hard to ¢
ThaAdmir al and Lady Mi er s,
rned to the UK next day. H e
next visit to the UK, whic
Some mont hs | ater I arriv

ight flight.

I was barely in the hotel

r Attach® had told him wher
re the plans he ha&ae madal f
er my Vvisit, although my |
mi |l vy, l iTved in London. That
I was tol d, not asked, t o
mbl edon tube station at a
i ng to .the movies

He and Pat were there when
the movie theatre. The s
sat in the back of the <ca
et her | thought this was s
swer tihatas bpati enmthnedsately
ying that Pat had been his
e war , and't that bp hadnt v
is was no time to start!
Some years | ater when | i

board HMCS Preserver (whi
ey drove up to the gangway

or for hi m, and he strode

en went away to find somewtl
me on board. There was no ¢
Admir al Mi ers died whtenno he
There were many stories ab
f e, but anot her one surfac:
i ng to him, and embarrassir
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It waywsweflali rdocumented that

command of one submarine, t ha
a ship and ordered his crew to
the water. A couple of his olc
confirmed the incident.

The Navy was embarrassed be
have been fitting to charge o
cri melse whole thing faded away
medi a sensational i sm.

tttttuuu

As SM1, I could choose when
a Submarine.

Unf ortunatel vy, my duties as
so I'tdmdnage to get to sea as
had an excell ent staff,y bubew
had been | ittle thought about
t his vedroymimaalteed servi ce

One of our of ficer's Wi ves
Wren officer.

So over a drink one |l unchtir
if she was interested in a. jo
She told me that she didn't wa
ficer in the squadron, and t h.
woul d be m@aaitngfasl exactvdryt evh ¢
to hear, because | need®pe raa-
tions Officer, or A/ SOO.

I realized that there was a
position to my idea, but beca
body could fault her

Within a short ti me, even t|
in the Squadron became .lniprsehse

had been a man she woul dn't h a






